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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


APPOINTMENT OF LEBANESE HEAD OF FEDERATION OF ARAB BANKS ANALYZED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 329, 11 Jun 83 pp 47-48 
\Article: "Lebanon Regains Seat, Presidency of Federation of Arab Banks" | 


(Text | Observers regard the election of a Lebanese citizen the 
fourth president of the federation evidence of the Arabs' good 
intentions and a first step toward breaking the ice that had 
accumulated between Lebanon and Arab countries because of the 
agreement. 


The annual meeting of the Federation of Arab Banks that was held in Beirut last 
26, 27 and 28 May had implications and indications that went beyond the banking 
aspects and the technical nature of the subject of the meeting. The meeting which 
took place in the meeting rooms of the Bristol Hotel in the Lebanese capital 
realized three basic gains for Lebanon. These gains appear to be quite signifi- 
cant when viewed from a Lebanese perspective under current conditions. 


Lebanon gained the following out of the meeting of the Federation of Arab Banks: 


1. It became once again the main seat for the federation. To be specific, it 
regained the seat of the general secretariat. Pressed by severe security con- 
ditions under which the general secretariat's operations became impossible, the 
federation had "immigrated" temporarily to Abu Dhabi. 


2. Lebanon regained the presidency of the federation with the unanimous election 
of Mr Anwar al-Khalil, vice president of the board of directors of the Beirut- 
Riyadh Bank, president. A Lebanese citizen had served as president of the 
federation when it was established 10 years ago. It was in Beirut and speci- 
fically at the Bristol Hotel that al-Shaykh Joseph Ja'ja' was elected president 
of the federation. At that time he was [also] president of the Society of 
Lebanese Banks. 


3. The third and most important gain achieved by Lebanon was the fact that a 
relatively sufficient quorum was achieved at the federation's general assembly 
and board of directors meetings. Last year in Amman, Jordan a quorum would not 
have been achieved had it not been for last minute talks to save the meeting in 
the eleventh hour. 














Although the first gain--that of regaining the seat of the federation--was off i- 
cially and theoretically achieved late last year at the meeting of the board ol 
firestors in Bahrain, the latter two gains were accomplished recently. These two 
gains thus take on special significance because they come about 15 days after the 
Lebanese-~Israeli agreement was signed. This is the agreement that some people 
feared--and they still do--would destroy Lebanese-Arab relations on sever: ' 
levels. 


The meeting that took place in the Bristol Hotel late last month is actually con- 
sidered the first Arab meeting to take place in Lebanon since the agreement was 
Signed. In fact, it is the first meeting on such a level to take place in Lebanon 
since the events in Lebanon began. 


Arab bankers who came to Lebanon overcame the fear expressed by the Federation of 
Arab Chambers of Commerce, whose general secretariat is located in Beirut. The 
Federation of Arab Chambers of Commerce was apprehensive about holding its last 
meeting in Beirut, as had been determined, because of the Lebanese-Israeli 
agreement. But the Arab bankers came to Lebanon, realizing in practical terms the 
first step toward breaking the thin ice that was created recently between Lebanon 
and the Arab countries. 


By hosting the Federation of Arab Banks Lebanon did in fact host Arab money which 
is quite close to the decision making centers in Arab countries. Arab money is 
the fundamental bridge with which, by which and under which other relations can 
be built. 


Because of what holding the meeting in Beirut regardless of its outcome implied 
and signified, it was natural for the meeting to attract official interest and to 
be afforded an official welcome rarely attained by any other meeting. [Such | 
interest and welcoming gestures usually constitute concrete evidence [of support | 
and reflect a hidden agenda. The welcoming gestures and interest were evident in 
the following: 


--Higher authorities were interested in the meeting about 2 weeks before it was 
convened. They remained in contact with meeting coordinators to monitor the 
positions of Arab banks which have a considerable effect on the public sector. 
Higher authorities also urged that holding the meeting was necessary and 
expressed their willingness to offer all possible facilities for that meeting. 


-~-It was announced that President al-Shaykh Amin al-Jumayyil was willing to spon- 
sor the meeting. this implied that he was interested in the meeting and was 
encouraging it. 


--President al-Jumayyil authorized Minister of Finance Engineer ‘Adil Hamiyah to 
give the keynote address at the meeting on his behalf, and he authorized the 
president of the Bank of Lebanon, al-Shaykh Mishal al-Khuri to speak on his 
behalf and to welcome the Arab participants. 


--President al-Jumayyil and Prime Minister al-Wazzan received the federation's 
board of directors and discussed informally with them Lebanese conditions and the 
need to have Arab capital contribute to the reconstruction of Lebanon. 








--A luncheon for the delegations was hosted by the minister of finance, and a 
cocktail party was hosted by the president of the National Council for Foreign 
Economic Relations, Mr Sami Marun. 


--Al-Shaykh Mishal al-Khuri was emphatic in welcoming Arab bankers, and he empha- 
sized continued Arab cooperation. 


--Several facilities were offered, but not all of them affected the participants, 
except for the special permit granted by the authorities to the Syrian delegation 
to return to Damascus by air from Beirut Airport. Direct fiights between the two 
countries had been suspended for about 3 months. 


--Lastly but not finally, official media agencies showed an interest in covering 
the federation's meetings and talking with participating delegations. 


The joy which Lebanon felt because Beirut would once again become the seat for 
the federation was comparable to the joy felt by Arabs because the federation was 
coming back to Beirut. This is due to the fact that Arab bankers realize the 
importance of Beirut in the world of finance and business. This joy was evident 
in the words spoken by the delegations, particularly the statement that was made 
by the president of the federation's General Assembly, Mr ‘'Abd-al-Salam ‘Alawi 
who represents the Society of Arab Banks. 


There is no doubt that the unanimous election of Anwar al-Khalil federation presi- 
dent crowned the fortunate return of the federation to Beirut. It was also 
another Arab testimonial to the confidence Lebanese bankers enjoy, particularly 
if this Lebanese banker is Anwar al-Khalil who has been known to federation mem- 
bers for several years as the representative of Lebanese banks that are members 
of the federation's board of directors. 


Regarding his competence and experience Mr Anwar al-Khalil is considered an 
outstanding banker. Upon graduating from one of the most prestigious colleges in 
London, he worked in various industrial, commercial and services sectors since 
1960. Then he became almost exclusively employed in banking as vice president of 
the board of directors of the Beirut-Riyadh Bank, which is considered one of the 
top 13 banks in Lebanon. 


Before becoming a banker, Anwar al-Khalil was an outstanding expatriate. He was 
elected for two terms as president of the Lebanese Cultural League. 
He was the first to establish a branch of the league on the African continent. 


If these characteristics about Anwar al-Khalil are known, what is not known about 
him is the prestige he enjoys at international gatherings, particularly banking 
ones. He was the only Lebanese invited last year to participate in the highest 
level American economic meeting that was held in Washington and _ sponsored 
personally by the president. 


Consequently, al-Khalil's presidency came as no surprise. Quite the contrary, it 
had been expected for several months, particularly after the federation's return 
to Beirut. Mr Anwar al-Khalil had served tirelessly as member of the federation's 
board of directors; he had participated in all the meetings; he had talked with 
and befriended everyone; and he had not been forbearing about the matter of 
moving the federation's offices from Beirut to Abu Dhabi. 
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However, al-Khalil is becoming president of the Federation of Arab Banks at a 
time when the federation is facing challenges the least of which have to do with 
the modest accomplishments it has had in the past 6 years. Many of the hopes that 
had been placed on the federation have almost faded. Undoubtedly, there were 
numerous reasons for this period of inertia. 


Actually, the challenge that al-Khalil is facing is one that happened during ° 
meeting of the General Assembly in Beirut. Mr Amin 'Allamah, director general of 
the Beirut and Arab Countries Bank made some sharp critical remarks, most of 
which were about the report of the General Secretariat. That report which was 
full of promises and ambiguities reported on no accomplishments except that of 
the financial company that undertook to issue Arabic travelers' checks, a subject 
which in the past had stirred up some controversy. 


Participants found 'Allamah's remarks to be objective and impartial. Most of them 
Shared his aspirations for a federation that would play a vital role in confron- 
ting banking problems, devoting attention to required economic studies and 


playing a principal role in training programs for the purpose of upgrading the 
standards of banking management and professional productivity. 


Despite the response that was made by Dr Zahir ‘Ashi, secretary general of the 
federation, who was re-elected by the General Assembly, it was noticed that the 
discussions were confined to 'Allamah. The silence of those present was neither a 
protest to ‘Allamah's remarks nor an expression of support for the secretary 
general's reply. In practical terms the silence was rather a manifestation of due 
concern for the exceptional conditions which the federation has been experiencing 
in recent years. 


To a large extent the federation had been "expatriated."' It had been moved from 
Beirut, but it was not moved; and it had been settled in Abu Dhabi, but was not 
settled there. 


The federation also suffered from political conditions in the area. These were 
the result of political disputes that sometimes escalated to a boycott and other 
times escalated to the point of closing the borders. 


Accordingly, suspending the membership of Egyptian banks in the federation caused 
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the federation to lose much of the prestige that Egyptian banks represent. 


All these were reasons and perhaps justifications for the silence of participants 
at the meeting of tle ederation of Arab Banks. This silence is one that was 
mixed with hope for a new stage for the federativn, a stage that was destined to 


come during the term of its president, Mr Anwar al-Khalil. 


Hence, al-Khalil is facing several challenges during his term as president. 
Al-Khalil himself nay be anticipating such challenges. 


The first president of the federation was a Lebanese citizen. The fourth 
president was also a Lebanese citizen whose work in the banking sector is now the 
backbone of not only the Arab economy, but also of the world economy. This is due 
to the extensive range Arab banks have and to their entry into the financial 
market, not to mention the joint Arab-foreign banks whose numbers are growing 
every year. 

















The New Board of the Federation of Arab Banks 
Anwar al-Khalil (Lebanon), president. 
'Abd-al-'Aziz Katari (Tunisia), vice president. 
Farid Kalandar (Kuwait). 
'Abd-al-Salam 'Alawi (Iraq). 


'Adil al-Hafi (Syria). 


Jawdat Sha'sha'ah (Jordan). 
'Abd-al-Qawi al-Sayigh (South Yemen). 
'Abd-al-Rahman Dul Muhammad (Somalia). 
‘Abdallah al-Nu'mani (North Yemen). 
'Abd-al-Qadir Mansur (Sudan). 

‘Abdallah Abu 'Ayshah (Saudi Arabia). 
‘Abdallah al-Ghari (United Arab Emirates). 
'Abd-al-Razzaq Hasan (Bahrain). 

Hamdi al—-'Alami (Qatar). 

Muhammad al-Bagali al-Tahiri (Morocco). 
'Ali Faraj Qamarah (Libya). 

Wajih Sirri al-Kilani (joint banks). 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


LOAN AGREEMENT--An agreement between the Arab Fund for Economic and Social 
Development and the YAR was signed in Abu Dhabi today. According to the 
agreement the Arab Fund will offer a loan of $12.5 million to the YAR. 
This loan will contribute to financing the deficit in the trade balance of 
the YAR. The agreement was signed by the director general of the Arab 
Fund and the governor of the YAR Central Bank. [GF280528 Doha QNA in 
Arabic 1222 GMT 27 Jun 83] 





IDB LOAN TO TURKEY--Jidda, 5 Jul (WAKH)--An agreement was signed in Jidda 
today whereby the Islamic Development Bank will finance imports of crude 
oil from Iraq to Turkey in the amount of $25 million. [Excerpts] [GF051414 
Manama WAKH in Arabic 1215 GMT 5 Jul 83] 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


ZIONISM, ARMENIAN NATIONALISM CALLED ‘TWIN BROTHERS‘ BY TURKS 
Istanbul JAMANAK in Armenian 7 Jun 83 p 3 


[Text] Cengiz Candar continues his feature series in CUMHURIYET, this time using 
the title: "Zionism and Armenian Nationalism: Twin Brothers." 


By an interpretation of their name, the Armenians claim that they are the 
descendants of Haig, and they consider Haig as the founder of the Armenian nation 
and the first king of the Armenians. The Armenians also claim that Haig was 

one of Noah's great grandsons, since he was a descendant of Hapet, one of Noah's 
sons. 


Hagop Krikor, an Armenian writer says in his book entitled "The Armenians" and 
published in Paris in 1973 that there should be no doubts about the fact that 

Noah was Armenian. This shows that, like the Jews who interprete the Old 
Testament at will, the Armenians are also in the habit of fitting the holy 
scriptures to their needs andinterests. The Old Testament says the following 
about Noah's ark after the great flood: "And from the ark descended Noah's 

three sons, Sem, Kam and Hapet. All three were Noah's children, and all human 
beings dispersed around the world became the descendants of these three brothers." 


Putting these assumptions together, either we must believe that all humanity is 
part of the Armenian nation--which is naturally impossible--or, if the Old 
Testament is taken as the basis for man's origins, the Armenians' claims to 
nationhood and nationalism are based on an uncertain and arguable source. 


The Old Testament is one of the major foundation stones of Jewish and Christian 
culture. The Old Testament says about the Noah's ark: 


"And on the 17th day of the 7th month, the ark landed on the Ararat mountains." 


For this reason, Mount Ararat, that is Agri, is considered to be a holy mountain 
by the Armenians, the Jews as well as all Christians. The mountain means even 
more for the Armenians, and it has become the symbol of Armenian nationalisn. 


The Armenians are not the only ones who write history on the basis of the Holy 
Bible and invent mythological fantasies to fit the conditions of the day and 

to link them with their political interests and strategies. Jewish nationalisn, 
Zionism, was also built on the same basis and principles and used the Old 
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Testament as the source of its campaign and inspiration. It also quoted Old 
Testament paragraphs suiting its interests such as: 


"T give the land extending from the Nile to the Euphrates to the descendants of 
your race." 


French intellectual Roger (Garody's) most recent book, which was published only 
two months ago and which has caused great controversy around the world, says 
in the chapter entitled "The Question of Israel and Documents": 


"The Jews are exploiting a commandment by God for their racist policies. However, 
that commandment, delivered by a prophet, should be interpreted by a different 
and theological approach instead of being used as the basis for political and 
military acts. 


"Just as the Jews consider the 'lands extending from the Nile to the Euphrates' 
as their promised land, the Armenians are using the same principles to build up 
their doctrine of nationalism and are claiming that Mount Ararat and the region 
around it has been given to them as their national homeland and that this is 
documented in the Bible." 


Cilicia and the Armenian Dream 


Armenian and Jewish activities are similar in tone and approach in their strategy 
of demanding land on the basis of historical arguments. The Armenians are not 
satisfied with demanding the region around Ararat; they also want as part of 
Armenia the Cukurova region, which they call Cilicia, its historical name. 


They dream of setting up an Armenian state in this region too. Sis, now called 
Kozan, in Cukurova used to be second major Armenian religious center after 
Edzhmiadzin near Yerevan. The Catholicate of Sis has now been "temporarily" 
moved to Antilias near Beirut and operates from there as one of the important 
centers of the Armenian Orthodox Church. 


An Armenian state called the Cilician Kingdom was established in Cukurova in 
1080 durign the Crusades and lasted under the rule of the Franks until 1375 when 
it was destroyed during the Arab expansion period. 


The Armenians are today using that Armenian kingdom as grounds for including 
Cukurova in their territvrial demands and as an example of brotherhood and 
cooperation between the Armenians and the French. and it is a fact that 

since those days close cooperation has always existed between the Armenians and 
the French who have maintained moral ties with each other throughout history. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


TURKISH GOVERNMENT CRITICIZED; DISTORTIONS REFUTED 
Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 1 Jun 83 pp 4,6 


("Excerpts from a speech made by Moris Dolmajian on behalf of the Committee for 
the Defense of the Armenian Cause" ] 


[Text] Through the centuries, the history of the Armenian people has been one of 
great suffering and the Armenian nation has been an oppressed, martyred and 
humiliated nation. 


Armenians used to be thought of as a nation of victims and the Armenian nation 
was portrayed as a shattered nation brought to its knees at the edge of an abyss. 
The silence of successful burials was able to shroud the Armenian question. 


This portrayal has stopped being used for the past few years. The Armenian nation 
has forgotten how to bow its head and today it knows how to keep it high. It has 
learned to fight from the blows it has received. It has recommitted itself to 

the struggle and has gone on the offensive. 


This vigorous comeback has taken the world by surprise. How could a nation in the 
throes of death rediscover in itself such determination to fight? This is the 
phenomenon that must be called the Armenian revival. 


It is this revival that unsettles the Turkish government, which has undertaken an 
unprecedented propaganda campaign. 


Today, certain Turkish papers call repeatedly for savagery, and explicit targets 
are mentioned. Turkish ministers speak viciously against the Armenian people on 
Turkish television. Recently, Turkish authorities were mass-circulating in 
Western libraries a booklet entitled "The Armenian Question: 9 Questions, 9 
Answers", which is a masterpiece of historical falsification and which skillfully 
combines historical events with crude fallacies. For example: 


Talat's telegrams which order the extermination of the Armenians are forgeries 
prepared by the Armenians. 


Or even, the Armenians of Istanbul are not subject to any oppression or persecution. 


Last month, the Turkish ambassador in Bern, Turkmen, sent a letter to LE MONDE 
stating: 





"] challenge the world to come up with a single genuine document which proves 
that the Turks committed a premeditated genocide against the Armenians in 1915." 


It is obvious that the key element in the issue is Ankara which, by accepting the 
reality of the Armenian nation, can bring all types of Armenian activities to an 
end. 


However, Western governments must stop approving the political stance of the 
Turkish government. 


The Armenian people are not asking for military intervention against Turkey or 
for the breaking of diplomatic relations with that government. They are only 
asking for honesty and fairness. Each year, Western governments give $1 billion 
to the Turkish government; a government which kas denied the Armenian genocide 
and the reality of the Armenian nation for all these years; a government whose 
armies occupy nearly half of Cyprus; a government which represses the Kurds of 
Turkey; and lastly a government which imprisons its own intellectuals, artists 
and dissidents. It is outrageous that such a government should receive such 
assistance. It is as if Turkey were a yuiet democracy and no conditions are 
attached to this assistance...conditions such as the recognition of the Armenian 
genocide and reparations by the present Turkish government. The Turkey of Evren 
must pay reparations for the genocide committed by the Young Turks, just as the 
Germany of Adenauer paid reparations for the genocide committed by the Nazis. 
The Federal Republic of Germany was not directly responsible for the Jewish 
genocide, but it legally and politically inherited the responsibility...while 
forgetting that this policy of assistance to Turkey is destructive and in vain. 


This policy runs counter to the constructive and permanent proposal put forward 
by the Committee for the Defense of the Armenian Cause. It runs counter to the 
parliamentary decision which was endorsed in this land one year ago and which 
was supported by all the major political factions in France. 


The moment to turn the tide has arrived. In order to get out of this impasse and 
in order to bring the savageries to an end, a country or a government must say 
loudly what millions of consciences have been thinking silently. That country 
must demand from the Turkish authorities to restore the pride and rights of the 
Armenian nation. Only then will our work take a new direction. 


Who can play this role better than France? Even the Turkish youth have started 
asking questions and have come to realize the savage and burning reality of the 
genocide and the existence of the Armenian nation, 1 ..ch were hidden from them 
for so long. 


That is why I am publicly calling upon the Turkish people to tell them that with 
the fulfillment of certain conditions forgiveness is still possible. The 
Turkish people must pressure their government to end its policy of blind denials 
and stonewalling. 


The Armenian nation remembers everything and its movement will grow. Can the 
Turkish government stop 7 million Armenians? 
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The Armenians have finally realized that, despite their dispersed state, they 
must unite to form a single nation extending from Los Angeles to Tehran and 
from Paris to Yerevan having a massive purpose and elevated by the admirable 


dynamism of the Armenian youth. 


The Armenian nation is breathing life into its dying and dismembered body and is 
being reborn from its ashes. It is now a mature nation which is standing on its 
feet, which does not mourn, which does not beg and which declares loudly and 
with determiantion that it intends to recover its historic homeland. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 





TURKISH PAPER TRIES TO DISCREDIT ARMENIANS AS ‘UNRELIABLE! 
Beirut ZARTONK in Armenian 8 Jun 83 p 2 
(Editorial: "About a Turkish Paper"] 


(Text] Our subject is a paper that is "published" in Ankara and that is distributed 
for free in Aleppo and possibly in Damascus. 


The Arabic-language ADWAH AL ANBAH (News Lights) is an eight-page paper which 

used to have a neglected and shabby appearance before, but which looks fairly 

well cared for and tidy today. The paper is distributed without charge to Arab 
citizens by the Turkish embassy and consulates in Syria with the aim of disseminating 
news about Turkey and Turkish events with particular emphasis on anti-Armenian 
propaganda. 


Being an Arabic-language publication, the paper is presumably distributed in 
other Arab countries as well. However, that is not what we are concerned with. 


I have the blue-colored 13 May 1983 issue of the said paper in my hand. A quick 
glance is sufficient to have a clear idea about the paper's motives and goals. 


The Turkey whose government system fully contradicts the populist principles of 
the Quran tries to show itself as a sincere defender of Islam. 


The Turkey which had tens of thousands of villages without schools according to 
statistics compiled only 10 years ago tries to appear as a cultural center. 


The Turkey which has aligned itself with Israel's c'ief allies tries to look as 
a supporter of the Palestinian cause. 


The Turkey which has set unbreakable world records with the number of its political 
prisoners talks about socialism in a sweet voice. 





And lastly and most importantly, the Turkey which has been the undisputable 
primary center of terrorism throughout history and which continues to be so 


today levels a barrage of accusations against Armenian avengers who have resorted 
to armed operations. 
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All these are gathered from the pages of this flimsy paper. 
But there is even more that is even more worrisome. 


In the pages of this paper, Turkey tries to falsify and distort the history of 
the Armenian nation, to reject the legitimate rights of the Armenian people, to 
dismiss the existence of an Armenian cause and occupied Armenian lands and to 
Show the Armenians as an unreliable, adventurous and dangerous element. And to 
whom? To the Aravs with whom the Armenians have lived as peaceful neighbors 
since the day when, fleeing from the Turkish sword, they found sanctuary among 
the noble Arab nation, transformed themselves from refugees into full citizens 
and harnessed their best talents and abilities to the development and prosperity 
of these countries. 


It is surprising that the Syrian authorities, who have shown their trust in the 
loyalty and merits of the Armenian community on every occasion by considering 
the Armenians as full and equal citizens of the country and by entrusting them 
with duties which require full dedication, are permitting a publication like 
this which is trying to create an atmosphere of mistrust. 


It is hard to understand, of course, that the Syrian authorities--who are well 
aware of the tragic incidents of the past, who remember the brutalities of the 
Ottoman period and the seizure of the province of Alexandrette [Iskenderun] 

(we would not like to remind them of Kesab which did not become a victim of 

Turkish appetites only because of the positive role played by Armenian cultural 
ambassador Arshak Chobanian) and who have a territorial and national cause to 
defend against Turkey--permit an Arabic-language Turkish paper to try towinovert.e 
sympathies of the rightful Arab population of Syria and to be involved in 
provocative activities. 


However, no matter how surprising and hard to understand we find this situation 
--which should be ended as soon as possible--we hope that these Turkish hoaxes 

will crash against the wall of Arab sound-mindedness and will suffer the 

bitterness of rejection as they have done in the past, in the 1930's in particular. 


We and all Armenians around the world are waiting for that happy ending. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


TURKS ACCUSE ARMENIAN CHURCH IN BEIRUT AS 'PRODUCER OF TERRORISM! 
Beirut ZARTONK in Armenian 2 Jun 83 p 2 


[Text] [Editor's note] A lie does not look so bad if it is not about things 
that we experience and see in our everyday life even if we are familiar with the 
liar's "talents" from the outset. But the situation changes when the lie in 
question concerns our immediate environment or things we hear and see or events 
which take place by our own participation. 


Readers often have the opportunity to familiarize themselves with the 
anti-Armenian lies, distortions and falsifications of the Turkish press in our 
columns which often contain remarks baring the libelous contents of such articles. 
However, sometimes we present such items to our readers without comment just as 
entertainment. 


This time, however, we present an article simply to show the kitchen of Turkish 
journalism which feeds on lies--and only lies--to provoke anti-Armenian sentiments 
among its readers. Our readers will see clearly the internal structure of that 
kitchen since the libelous allegations it has concocted concern the 24 April 
events that took place in our community only a month ago; the speeches that were 
made during those events and the institutions and organizations of our community 
including the Catholicate of Antilias, the Genocide Memorial and the Mesrobian 
School. 


The article, written by YildirinCavir, appeared in the 13 May 1983 issue of 
HURRIYET under the title: "The Catholicate of Antilias: A Church that Produces 
Terrorisn." 


It is obvious that [Turkish Foreign Minister] Ilter .urkmen's visit to Lebanon 
--which was previously kept secret--has produced some results. For instance, this 
year the Lebanese government did not permit anti-Turkish demonstrations in the 
streets. But the enemies of Turkey overstepped their limits in their 
schools and churches. 


The Armenians are a powerful element in Beirut. There are 170,000 Armenians 
living in Bourj Hammoud alone. They dominate commerce. For example numerous 


shops and offices in Hamra, a commercial district, are owned by Armenians. 


However, it is not right to place all the Armenians of Beirut in the same basket. 
Those above 40 years of age in particular display sympathy when the term "Turk" 


14 

















is mentioned. But when you mention the same term in front of a 10-year-old 
boy, his eyes, which have never seen or known a Turk, shine with hate and 


revengefulness. 


The Armenians of Beirut are bringing up a generation which is being filled with 
feelings of hate and revengefulness. I was stunned with the lies when two 
Armenians told me about what is being taught in Armenian schools. 


Unfortunately, the church is one of the chief sowers of feelings of hatred. 

This is confirmed by the statements made by Catholicos Karekin II of Cilicia; 

the spokesman of the Hunchak party, Manuel Atamian; the spokesman of the Tashnak 
party, Vache Prudian; and RAG [Democratic Liberal Party] spokesman Hagop 
Kuyumjian. These individuals openly support Armenian terrorism. They say that 
their "political offenders have been imprisoned for the first time" and continue: 
"No other way has been left for us; we have chosen the just path of blood and 
revenge." 


While news agencies continue their efforts to see where Armenian terrorist centers 
are based, it is obvious that children in Beirut are being brainwashed and turned 
into criminal machines. The Mesrobian Catholic School and the Haigazian College 

in particular brainwash the youth with false information about Turkish and Armenian 
history. Hitler supposedly sent his people to Turkey at the time to learn how 

the Turks prepare soap by killing Armenians. 


The Antilias church is the headquarters of anti-Turkish clergymen. I was able 

to attend part of an anti-Turkish gathering in this church. In one corner of the 
church's yard the bones of Armenians killed by Turks are supposedly buried. 
Kindergarten children are brought to this corner and are exhorted to kiss these 
bones and to take an oath of revenge. By the time the children leave the place 
they are filled with feelings of revenge to the point of crying. 


As one pundit put it, "the real criminals are not those interned in the prisons 


of Yugoslavia and Britain; the real criminals are the clergymen of Antilias who 
train such criminals." 
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TRMsSTORIT ADT 2 TTI A na 
AR? AENITAN AFFAIRS 


TURKISH PAPER CLAIMS DASHNAK PARTY COLLABORATES WITH PHALANGISTS 
Istanbul MARMARA in Armenian 1 Jun 83 pp 1,4 


[Text] The hostesses hand out the day's papers on plane from Istanbul to Beirut. 
We read the [Beirut] L'ORIENT LE JOUR of 20 April 1983. Virtually the entire 
paper is filled with reports about the bombing of the American embassy in Beirut 
two days before. We read about reactions, statements and the echoes of the 
incident. 


6 small news item on the last page may escape the inattentive reader: "Kasbar 
Kasbarian, a member of the Dashnak party [Armenian Revolutionary Federation], 
was killed in Bourj Hammoud." Bourj Hammoud is an area in the Christian sector 
of Beirut where most of the Lebanese-Armenians live. 


The same evening we are in the office of Rafik Shilal in the building housing 

AN NAHAR, one of Lebanon's most influential papers. Shilal is a member of the 
Phalange party and is a confidant of President Amin Gemayel. He is spending 

his last days at AN NAHAR since he will be leaving soon for the presidential 
palace at Baabda to serve as the president's press aide. Shilal is very familiar 
with the problems of the Lebanese-Armenian community. This must be considered 
natural since Bourj Hammoud and Antilias where most of the Armenians live are 

the electoral districts of Amin Gemayel. The votes of the Armenians are essential 
to win in these areas. In other words, it is the Armenians who have elected 

Amin Gemayel. We ask Shilali about the news item we read in L'ORIENT LE JOUR a 
few hours before: 


"What is this killing of Kasbar Kasbarian? Who is this Kasbar Kasbarian?" 
Shilali shrugs and says: 


"Such incidents have become very common recently. There have been 10 to 15 
incidents so far. Since the Ashjian incident, the Armenians have been settling 
domestic accounts on charges that some of them collaborated with the Turks. 
Kasbarian's murder may have been the result of a personal quarrel. Kasbarian 
is not such an important name. We have never heard it before." 


"But," Shilali says, "the Ashjian incident caused a great deal of reaction in 
the Armenian community; there were meetings, statements, protest gatherings and 
wall posters." 














The Ashjian Incident 


We were told that Apraham Ashjian was one the leaders of the Dashnak party. 
According to information obtained from a Phalangist journalist, he was the 
coordinator of the Beirut-New York link of the party. Some time ago he 
disappeared under mysterious circumstances. According to the propaganda of 

the Dashnak party, Ashjian was kidnaped, and the accusations are directed 
against Turkey. Phalangist circles must also be believing this charge, since 
the Phalangist journalist repeated the same allegation. This journalist is 

a programming official at the Phalangist "Voice of Lebanon" radio station, a 
consultant at the Ministry of Information and a member of the Phalangist faction 
opposed to Amin Gemayel. 


The journalist, a fiery anticommunist and a supporter of Bashir Gemayel who was 
killed in September 1982 only a week after he was elected president, says: 


"Tl like the Turks, but I think a mistake was made in connection with this Ashjian 
incident. 


"The voice of the Dashnak party could not be heard until today. But now they 
have also gone into action. ASALA [Armenian Secret Army for the Liberation of 
Armenia] and the Dashnak party are two different entities. ASALA was the author 
of terrorist acts; its members were being trained in Palestinian refugee camps 
in southern Lebanon and Beirut. When the Palestine Liberation Organization and 
the Syrians withdrew from these areas, Armenian terrorism was also dealt a blow. 
ASALA and Armenian terrorists represent only one percent of the Armenian 
community. 


"They have ties with international communist movements. But that is not the 
case with the Dashnak party. The Dashnak party represents at least 65 percent 
of the Armenians and its power is based on the strong support of its members. 
Provoking the Dashnak party into action was a strategic mistake." 


"Is it not possible to stem the anti-Turkish activities of the Dashnak party?" 


"The Dashnak party has always supported lawful government and the authority of 
the Lebanese government. The Armenians play a very important role in Lebanon's 
economic, commercial and cultural life. They have integrated themselves with 
our society, that is the Christian people of Lebanon. 


"If any steps are taken against them, that is if they are pressured in any way, 
they will say: 'The Turks massacred us because we are Chritians. Now our 
Christian brothers, under Phalangist rule, are persecuting us at the request of 
the Turks. How can this happen?! The Armenians and the Dashnak party cannot 
be kept under pressure here as the Turks want. 


"The ethnic, religious and social structure of Lebanon must be understood well. 
The Dashnak party is the traditional ally of the Phalangists. 


"The Armenians and hence the Dashnak party hold the key to two very important 
districts during elections. In the Metn region, two Christian Maronite candidates 
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were the two major rivals: Fuad Lahoud and the current president, Amin Gemayel. 
Gemayel won the elections thanks to the support of the Armenians. Meanwhile, in 
Ashrafiyeh, Pierre Gemayel, the founder and leader of the Phalange party and the 
father of Bashir and Amin Gemayel, needs the votes of the Armenians to defeat 

his opponents. The Armenians usually vote as a block for the side favored by the 
Dashnak party. So far, they have always voted for Pierre Gemayel. 


"The cooperation between the Phalangists and the Armenians through the Dashnak 
party has many aspects. The Phalangists could successfully bomb Palestinian 
targets in West Beirut with the cooperation of the Armenians, since the Armenians 
can travel to and from West Beirut." 


What this journalist--who is a member of the Phalange party and who sympathized 
with Bashir Gemayel--said about the Ashjian incident and his claim that the 
Dashnak party is not in any way linked with terrorism is, of course, highly 
disputable. For one thing, existing information about the Dashnak party does 
not match with what the Lebanese journalist said. 


On the other hand, it is an undisputable fact that the Armenians in Lebanon are 
in a very influential position thanks to "Christian solidarity." 


Christian Solidarity 


The fact that the Armenians have been granted full Lebanese citizenship while 
hundreds of thousands of Palestinians and Muslims of other naticnalities have 
been denied that privilege can only be explained as "Christian solidarity." 


Christianity has been a major advantage for Armenians not only in Lebanon but 
everywhere in international politics. 


It is for this reason that the Armenian question has taken on the character of 
a historic conflict between the Christian world and Turkey rather than a dispute 
between Armenians and Turks. 


Armenian declarations, the contacts of the Armenian Catholicos in Lebanon and 
his recent meeting with the Pope, statements by Armenian clergymen on 24 April 
and articles published in Lebanon's Phalangist and non-Phalangist press show the 
political importance of "Christianity" for Armenians and are an indication of 
the consequences that situation may have for Turkey. 
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ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


RELIGIOUS LEADER DISCUSSES PROBLEMS CONCERNING ARMENIANS 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 9 Jul 83 pp 2, 3 


[Text ] 


TEHRAN— Armenians mostly 
Christians, as well as several 
other minorities have always 
been part of the indigenous 
Iranian population. Segregated 
from the Moslem majority basi- 
cally due to religious beliefs 
Armenians have not been assr 
mulated into the more dommated 
Mosiem populace. However, 
lement and encompassing Isla 
mic laws on the conditions and 
treanmers of non-Mosiems subjects, 
the Chnsuan Armenians have hap 
pily co existed with the rest 
of the Iranians for ages in 
peace and security. 

The religious differences 
of the Christian doctrines 
from those of Islam have cres- 
ted among the Mosiem 
majority and the Armenian mi- 
nority prejudices that 
ted with imperialistic plots that 
barraged post-revolution Iran. 
The superpowers, im their vici- 
Ous attempts to crush the Isla- 
mic Republic of fran as a coun- 
try with suppressive policies in 
regard to its minorities, agg- 
randized memal differences 
which occasionally erupted am- 
ong the minonmes in the early 
days of the revolution. 

To clanfy relevant issues 
and disprove poisonous allega- 
rons by western media m an 
exclusive intermew with rhe 
Tehran Times Archbishop Ma 
noukian leader of the Armeni- 
an mmontty sheds light on the 
Status Of this minority im Iran 
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and its role m the Iraqi impo- 
sed war as well as the role of 
Christian clergymen in making 
them aware. 

The Armenians in pre-te- 
volution Iran, he said, did not 
have a compiled code of canon 
laws, deprived of thew true 
rights, but during post-evolu- 
tion period their rights were re- 
trieved and recognized by the 
constitutional law of the Isle 
mic Republic and now they 
have won two seats in the May 
iis. 

Considering the popule 
tion of Armenians, they are 
quite well represented in the Is- 
lamic consultative assembly. 


Referring to the techmcal 
potentialities of the Armenians 
he contmued “Armemans are 
mostly concerned with technr 
cal and economic activities. 
They have always painstakingly 
served to improve technical 
and economic situation of the 
country will do so m the fu- 
ture.” 

Remarking on ther polr 
tical activities he said” Armer- 
ians as an integral pert of this 
nation have always followed 
the revolutionary current of 
Iran and since the earty days of 
the revotution they have stood 
side by side with the Mosiem 
nation of Iran.” 

The Armenian society, he 
explained is “based on four 
main pillars. Firstly, our retigr 
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on which has been recognized 
as the. Armenian Church which 
dates old centuries ago. Ninety- 
nine percent of Armenians who 
adhere to the policy of mde- 
pendent Armenian Church are 
known as Gregorians. This chu- 
rch ss entirely independent 
from any Eastern, Western and 
papal sanctions, even from Pro- 
testants, Orthodox Christians 
and other sects. This church 
was founded 1500 years be- 
fore the Armenians accepted 


religion. 
“Secondly, our schools 
have played a significant role in 


ing Our existence. For 
this reason we Fw that 
Our religion language 
which ae snitiid together be 
taught in our schools along 
with other teaching materials 
approved by the department of 
education,. “Thirdly and four- 
thly, our genuine culture and 
tradition which date oack to 
thousands years ago have great- 
ly contributed in strengthening 
existence, without meclining to- 


is that all such aspects of our 
religion and traditions have 
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been guaranteed in the Const- 
tutional Law of the country.” 

Counting cultural measu- 
res taken by the Armenian in 
post-revolution period he stres- 
sed. “Armenians of fran have 
always endeavored to improve 
themselves morally and spiritu- 
ally. To this end, we have pub- 
lished many books in different 
fields which were greatly wel- 
comed by the Armenians. One 
reason for such appeal may be 
attributed to the closure of co- 
rrupt centers after the revolu- 
tion.” 

On the role of the pope in 
Western societies, he remarked. 
“Ever since the founding of the 
the Armenian church it has ac- 
ted mdependently from the 
Catholic church. Though all of 
us belong to the Chrstian com- 
unity, we have an independent 
doctrine without any connec- 
tion to the Vatican or its lea- 
dership *’ 

Concluding, Archbishop 
Manoukian said “Though Ar- 
memans have a culture and 
traditions distinctive = from 
other lraman citizens, they 
have spared no efforts in sup- 
porting the war fronts and they 
have so far offered 30 martvrs 
in this imposed war.” 























ARMENIAN AFFAIRS 


TEHRAN DIOCESAN, EDUCATIONAL BOARD PRESENT STRONG PROTEST 
Bishop's Protest Against Interference 
Tehran ALIK in Armenian 11 Jun 83 p 1 


[Text] [Editor's note] We have received the note of protest sent by the Holy 
Father to the Minister of Education in connection with final examinations on 
religion. 


Copies of the note were sent to the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
the President of the Majlis, the President of the Supreme Judicial Council, the 
Prime Minister, the Representative of the Armenian Community of Northern Iran, 
the Higher Educational Board of Tehran and ALIK. Below we present a translation 
of the said note. 


In the name of God, 
His Eminence Mr Ali Akbar Parvaresh, the Honorable Minister of Education, 


We respectfully present to you the following circumstances concerning the final 
examinations in religion in the 5th grade of the Armenian elementary schools in 
Tehran and we request that the necessary steps be taken to resolve these problems. 


As Your Eminence is aware, examinations in religion in Armenian schools are in 
Armenian and the examination questions are prepared through the Prelacy under my 
supervision and sent to the Higher Educational Board of Tehran. Despite this 

fact, during examination time on 9 June 1983 the students were handed out questions 
in Persian which were different from those prepared more comprehensively by the 
Prelacy for the students of Armenian minority schools. The students were thus 
surprised, confused and emotionally disturbed. These conditions certainly 
contravene educational principles, particularly since they occurred at 

examination time. 


Meanwhile, some officials in certain examination centers created an unfavorable 
atmosphere by resorting to threats and even to beatings and insults and declared 
falsely that the questions given at the examination were the same as those 
prepared by the Prelacy for Armenian minority schools. Some officials even 
stated that the Prelacy agreed to having the examination questions answered in 
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Persian. Even worse, in some examination centers insulting remarks were made 
against Christian religion and Christianity. 


/I personally protest the attitude of these examination centers and declare that 
the final examinations in religion for the 5th grade of Armenian schools have not 
been held in accordance with church and religious rules and that they are 
therefore unacceptable./ 


It is worth noting here that, as it was explained in the note sent by the three 
Iranian-Armenian religious leaders, religion in Armenian schools can only be 
taught in Armenian according to the laws of the Armenian Apostolic Church. It 
is therefore requested from Your Eminence that after examining the problems 
mentioned above you have the said examinations repeated and hand out to the 
students the questions prepared by the Prelacy for Armenian schools. 


It is also requested that steps be taken to hold the examinations in religion 
for the 3d grade of middle school on 13 June 1983 as scheduled and on questions 
prepared by the Prelacy for Armenian minority schools. 


[Signed] Prayerfully, Archbishop Ardag Manugian, Prelate of the Armenian 
Community of Tehran 


Educational Board Issues Communique 


Tehran ALIK in Armenian 11 Jun 83 pp 1,8 





(Communique by the Central Board of Armenian National Schools in Tehran] 


[Text] We hereby inform the honorable Armenian community that as in previous 
years this year, too, the examinations department of the Education Ministry's 
Tehran Educational Board asked the National Prelacy to submit questions for 
the final examinations in religion for the 5th elementary and 3d middle school 
grades of Armenian schools in Tehran. 


Our board submitted on time questions on religion to the pertinent department 

of the Ministry of Education with the approval of the Holy Father, but the said 
department refused to accept them on grounds that the questions on religion must 
have been prepared in Persian. 


Subsequently, a series ©. .eetings were held and let*+ers were exchanged on the 
basis of the joint declaration made by the three Iranian-Armenian dioceses which 
stated that religion can only be taught--and hence examinations can only be 
held--in Armenian in Armenian schools. Thus questions on religion prepared in 
Armenian for the graduating classes of Armenian schools were finally sent to the 
Higher Educational Board of Tehran in letters numbered 313-1054 and 313-1055. 


The final examinations in religion for the graduating class of elementary schools 
were held in Tehran on 9 June. 


We were suprised to hear that the Higher Educational Board of Tehran handed out 
to the students questions in Persian instead of the questions prepared in 
Armenian by the Prelacy. 
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This situation put the student body in a difficult situation, and despite 

threats from the proctors at the examination--and even beatings--the overwhelming 
majority of the students returned the question sheets untouched and left the 
examination area. 


The Holy Father considers the examination in religion, which was in contravention 
of educational principles and which was held in a language other than Armenian 
under pressure, unacceptable, and the Ministry of Education is requested to 

repeat this examination and to put an end to the misunderstanding that has emerged. 


His Holiness the Prelate Archbishop Ardag Manugian has sent a letter of protest 
in this connection to the Ministry of Education and several other government 


circles. 


[Signed] Central Board of Armenian National Schools in Tehran, 11 June 1983. 
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EGYPT 


IMMENSE PROBLEMS IN CASHING REMITTANCES FROM IRAQ DESCRIBED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 749, 23 May 83 pp 6-8 


firtise by Mustafa Imam: "Suffering Regarding Remittances from Egyptians in 
Iraq!" 


[Text/ It is common to observe a scene in the chambers of some foreign banks 
Which raises numerous questions causing consternation in many people's spirits! 


The scene also provokes anger, since you can see many Egyptians in different 

forms of dress - peasants from farthest Upper Egypt and the far north, townspeople 
and women = some of them lying out on the floor before and inside the banks, 
others standing before windows in the bank, asking bank employees in distress, 
"The payment order still has not arrived?" 


In sorrow, the young lady employees reply, "Unfortunately not yet, old fellow!" 


You quickly realize that the people asking these questions are the relatives 
of Egyptians working in Iraq. Some of them have been coming by the bank for 
about 6 months to cash the postal orders that their relatives have been sending 
to the bank for them. 


The perplexing question common to all these people is "Why has the payment of 
the postal order been delayed for periods which can go up to 6 months, although 
the maximum period in which the crder can be cashed is 48 hours, or 10 days at 
the most?" 


Many people wonder if Iraq has indeed stopped sending on the postal orders of 
Egyptians working there, especially with the recent monetary decrees the Iraqi 
government has adopted, which AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI has published. These decrees 
essentially consist of: 


First, a reduction in remittances to 50 percent of base salary and the elimina- 
tion of a large number of allowances. 


Second, the suspension by the al-Rafidayn Bank of the remittances for a period 
of 2 months, in accordance with Iraqi C itral Bank instructions. 


Have the remittances indeed been sus’) -nded? What is the current situation? 
These are questions we are trying to answer from Cairo, through the four banks 
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which are in charge of disbursing the remittances of Egyptians working in Iraq. 
These banks are the Arab African Bank, the Pakistani National Bank, the Arab 
Bank Ltd and the Credit and Commerce Bank. These banks have been disbursing 
these remittances since 1980, when the al-Rifidayn Bank closed its branch in 
Cairo with the Arab boycott of Egypt following the signing of the Camp David 
Agreement. 


Has It Stopped? 


Let us begin the attempt to answer the first and main question, "Has the al- 
Rafidayn Bank stopped sending on remittances of Egyptians working in Iraq, in 
accordance with instructions from the Iraqi Central Bank?" By the way, the 
al-Rafidayn Bank is the only commercial bank in Iraq which takes charge of the 
process of sending on the remittances of foreign workers in Iraq. 


Contradictory Statements 
Unfortunately, the situation here is cmtradictory! 


According to the statement made by Mr Sabih Muhammad, chief of the branch 
looking after Iraqi interests in Cairo, which AL—AHRAM AL-IQTISADI issued last 
18 April, the monetary instructions and decrees the Iraqi government has adopted 
regarding the remittances of Egyptians, including the Central Bank's instructions 
to the al-Rafidayn Bank to suspend remittances for a period of 2 months, have 
not been abrogated. 


However, the statements made by officials in the four banks in charge of cashing 
these remittances in Cairo are contradictory. 


Nonetheless, most of them assert that there have been no official instructions 
in writing from the al-Rafidayn Bank suspending the disbursement of these re- 
mittances. 


In the Arab African Bank, more than one bank official stated that the bank 

does not yet have any written instructions from the al-Rafidayn Bank suspending 
the remittances of Egyptians working in Iraq and that remittances are still 
coming in. Another official (by the way, all of these officials asked that 
their names not be mentioned) observed that even if there was an inclination 

to reduce the remittances, this position has not yet become apparent, and in 
general the circunsten:.s of the Iraq war make it mandatory that it adopt mone- 
tary measures. Nonetieless, adds this source, Ir , is a member of the board of 
the bank, and always keeps up its account, and consequently there are no problems 
in disbursement. Rather, the problem lies in the mistakes that are made by the 
al-Rafidayn Bank in Iraq or Egyptians in Iraq or in Cairo. 


He also adds, "The remittances of Egyptians in Iraq are to be considered the 
largest of the ones that are handled through the banks. Total remittances from 
1 April 1982 to the end of March 1983 through the Arab-African Bank totalled 
$79.5 million. In the last 3 months, from 15 January to the end of March 1983, 
they came to just $17.4 million." 
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They Declined 


In the Pakistani National Bank, Sayyid Muhammad Ahmad, the director general of 
the bank, asserts that nothing has yet been received in writing, but it is to 
be observed that the flow of remittances has dropped in the last month from 
about 100 per day to just 50. He adds, "However, I have no information that 
they have been suspended, although the total remittances that have been dis- 
bursed in the last 4 months (from January to April 1983) came to $15 million." 


In the Arab Bank Ltd, officials assert that no official written statement has 
been received suspending the remittances and that the bank is continuing to 
cash the remittances that it receives within 48 hours, as long as there are no 
problems in the way of the cashing of the drafts. 


Two Systems 


In the Credit and Commerce Bank, 'Abbas Nawwab, one bank manager, says, "The 
bank has not yet received anything in writing on the suspension of disbursement 
of remittances, but we are aware of the latest monetary measures which the Iraqi 
government has adopted." He considers that possibilities for delay exist, es 
pecially since the four banks deal with the al-Rafidayn Bank in two ways. In 
the first, there is open credit between the bank and the al-Rafidayn Bank, so 
that the disbursement to the agent from Iraq's account takes place as soon as 

a copy of the notification of the draft is sent. The second system is that 

the bank does not make disbursements to the agent until the sums arrive from 
the al-Rafidayn Bank. The problem, as he sees it, is that there are large 
numbers of Egyptians, and the sums they remit vary from 50 to 100 dinars, which 
are small amounts. Most Egyptians there are also not educated, as contrasted 
with the Gulf area! 


By a Simple Calcmlation 


The fact that becomes apparent from statements by many people in charge of the 
banks is that the sums the Egyptians working in Iraq remit are to be considered 
the bulk of the savings of Egyptians abroad remitted through private banks, but 
they are all made through an official bank, the al-Rafidayn Bank. They must 

be made through banks, as contrasted with the case for example in the Arab Gulf 
area, where there are moneychangers who assume the function of exchanging cur- 
rency and finance the free foreign currency commercail market in Egypt. By a 
simple calculation, as some people say, if we assume that the number of Egyp-— 
tians working in Iraq totals 2 million, and that the total each person remits 
comes to about $1,000 a year, that means that $2 billion are remitted by Egyp- 
tians in Iraq annually. That is roughly equivalent to our total annual re- 
ceipts from oil exports. 


Problems in Iraq 
In addition, although each of the four banks which handles remittances obtains 
a commission which comes to two-tenths of a percent for each amount, to a maxi- 


mum of $50, (if the beneficiary has an account in the bank, this amount is not 
deducted) -—- in spite of the benefits which the government and these banks 
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realize from the remittances of Egyptians in Iraq, one must pause to consider 
the treatment Egyptians receive in these banks or at their front doors. The 
Egyptians in some of these banks are subjected to mistreatment. They sit dow 
on the floor and crowd around the doors. A visit to the Credit and Commerce 
Bank will be enough for one to learn about the mistreatment these =gyptians 
receive as they crowd about the narrow doorways in the passageway where the 
bank is situated. When ordinary Egyptians go out they are subjected to raids 
on the part of the currency smuggling police. Many of them might fall in the 
trep of informants or full prey to a network of foreign currency dealers who 
are encamped by the doors to the banks. In spite of all this, the main problem 
which they all face remains, and that is the delay in the receipt of the pay- 
ment order at the bank, for a period which can come to more than 2 months and 
sometimes reaches 6, until the order is cashed. What problems does one imagine 
these orders face, and who is responsible for them? 


Because of the War 


In the four banks which assume charge of the disbursement process, officials 
assert that there have been some problems in Iraq, and others here in Cairo. 
We must not forget that Iraq is going through the circumstances of a harsh war 
with Iran. Most of the men there have been conscripted into the army, and 
therefore women have taken over the work in the al-Rafidayn Bank branches: 
certainly, the short experience of tne new female employees plays a big role 
in many of the mistakes made in orders, such as the failure to write down the 
name of the person signing the remittance accurately or the failure to mention 
the address, or for example the fact that one sum is noted down in figures 
while a different sum is noted in letters. In this case, the bank cannot take 
the risk of disbursing an order erroneously, especially since the al-Rafidayn 
Bank sends a carbon copy of the order, while the sender sends the original of 
the order to his relative in Cairo. In addition, as 'Abbas Nawwab, the Credit 
and Commerce Bank manager, says, most Egyptians in Iraq are peasants, and the 
workers are not educated and are compelled to seek the aid of a clerk, who 
writes out the request to send the order for them. On many occasions, these 
clerks make mistakes in writing the name ox note down the name of the village 
but not the governorate. In addition, the Egyptians are spread about over 
various areas remote from the headquarters of the bnak's branch in Iraq, and the 
system and work procedure in these branches progress extremely slowly. 


It Takes 2 Months 


Nonetheless, one official in the Arab African Bank says "Sending the order, or 
the papers on disbursement, is done by mail and sometimes takes just 10 days, 
but on many occasions we discover mistakes and are compelled to gather all 

these papers or send a telex on all the orders whose status is to be known, and 
that also takes a long time, which comes to about 2 weeks as well. Consequently, 
about 2 months elapse. To eliminate these things, some of these banks have been 
compelled to send a representative every once in a while to the al-Rafidayn Bank 
in Iraq to resolve many of the problems related to the delayed orders. However, 
it is obvious from the statements of officials in these banks that the payment 
orders that are supposed to arrive from the al-Rafidayn Bank are 2 months in 
arrears." 
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Other Mistakes 


Once the order reaches the bank, mistakes are discovered; these might be in the 
figure on the amount, the name of the agent, or the failure to write out data 
bearing on the beneficiary. 


Identity Card Errors 


The problems facing the banks here on the part of the beneficiaries are also 
numerous, according to statements by officials in these banks. For example, 
the absence of identity cards in the possession of recipients, especially 

those coming from the farthest reaches of Upper Egypt: if identity cards exist, 
the data noted on them might not correspond with the date carried on the copy 
of the orders. In addition, the disbursement might be delayed because the 
beneficiaries have died, and as a consequence the new beneficiaries must submit 
a number of papers to the bank, such as a declaration of inheritance, a certi- 
ficate of tax clearance, an approval of guardianship, and an agreement of the 
probate court, and it takes months to prepare these. 


There are many, many problems, but they may all be minor compared with the 
trap that ordinary Egyptians fall into at the doors to the banks on the part 
of hard currency dealers or raids by foreign currency smuggling police. 


It is truly a tragedy, what the relatves of Egyptians working in Iraq have to 
endure. The situation calls for bold pause for reflection on the part of the 
Central Bank and the government, so that the task of Egyptians' remittances 
may be streamlined and their problems solved, especially since they are one 

of the government's main sources of foreign currency. Is anyone acting to put 
a stop to this tragicomedy? 
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EGYPT 


EXPERTS, OFFICIALS DISCUSS SHORTFALL IN FOODSTUFFS 
Cairo AKHIR SA'AH in Arabic No 2533, 11 May 83 p 11 


[Article by Najwa ‘Iways: "Is There a Solution for the Problem of Food Shortages? 
What Are Experts and Officials Saying? 'Abd-al-Qadir Hatim Says, ‘Treatment Would 
Begin with the Restoration of Productive villages;' Hasan al-Jaridli Says, 'Meat 
That Is Wasted Is To Be Reduced' "'] 


[Text] The economy of Egyptian food has been considerably jolted over the past 
15 years. This was reflected cn ordinary consumers. The question [that is being 
asked] now is this: how do we overcome food shortages and provide enough to feed 
every person? 


There are two sides to the problem. One has to do with the government, and the 
other has to do with the consumer. This was the subject of the conversation with 
Dr 'Abd-al-Qadir Hatim, general superintendent of specialized national councils. 


Dr 'Abd-al-Qadir Hatim told AKHIR SA'AH, "The problem has become more critical in 
the past few years. Importing large and growing quantities of basic foodstuffs 
has now become one of the salient features of the Egyptian economy in order to 
keep up with consumption. 


"It is an accepted fact that we have a major shortage of animal protein, as 
things stand now, despite the small per capita share of animal protein. If we 
were to consider the required share, the gap between demand and supply would grow 
considerably. We are also suffering from the fact that we are not self-sufficient 
in legumes. Figures affirm that the wheat we grow covers only 30 percent of our 
needs; the oil |we produce] covers 65 percent of our needs; and corn, 75 percent." 


Treatment Begins Here 


Dr Hatim thinks that the remedy for the problem lies in vertical as well as 
horizontal agricultural expansion. Deterrent measures are to be taken to stop 
encroachment on farm land by residential construction. 5oil stripping must be con- 
fronted firmly, and a police force is to be designated for monitoring and preven- 
ting violations on farm land. Diligent controls are to be imposed on societies 
that divide land and societies that reclaim land which can be distributed. 
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Dr ‘Abd-al-Qadir Hatim is calling for the restoration of villages to their former 
contributing [role| and to increased productivity after all suitable conditions 
have been prepared for them. A map is to be drawn on a scientific basis for 
reclaiming land and getting the maximum out of the land whose reclamation began. 
We are to put the areas adjacent to the east and west Delta, the Suez Canal, the 
shores of Lake Nasir and all the way to Kum Umbu to profitable use. All land 
reclamation experiments that were done are to be evaluated, and crops that are 
appropriate to our conditions are to be pointed out. A balance has to be 
established regarding the investment returns of the sectors of the Egyptian 
economy. Joint-stock companies are to have priority in sales; they are to be 
followed by cooperatives and individuals. Firm controls are to be put in place to 
prevent speculation in land before the land is reclaimed. 


How Much Do Consumers Need? 


Maj Gen Hasan al-Jaridli, director of the Food Security Company says, "Every day 
10 million dollars from the state's budget are spent. Therefore, the National 
Party's Popular Development Committee, which is chaired by Engineer 'Uthman Ahmad 
'Uthman became interested in the matter. Engineer 'Uthman called for every effort 
to be made and all energies to be mobilized so that the private sector can join 
in this national task. 


"A study we conducted revealed that citizens need about 1,084 grams of food a 
day: 521.7 grams of grain, 229 grams of vegetables, 129 grams of fruits, 130 
gyrams of coffee, 3.8 grams of eggs, 7.7 grams of fish and 26.6 grams of meat and 
chicken. 


"The study revealed that focusing attention on meeting the grain needs of citi- 
zens causes citizens to become lazy and incapable of giving their best to the 
production [process|. Therefore, we thought about raising the ratio of animal 
protein |in people's diets] from 26.6 grams to 300 grams per capita and reducing 
the quantity of legumes to 120 ,rams. This would be done without having citizens 
incur additional financial burdens. We found that the way to achieve this 
objective was to concentrate on increasing the supply of fish. Egypt, thank God, 
has vast areas of water, and it would be very easy to achieve self-sufficiency in 
fish in addition to the poultry and beef that are already available. 


"The studies that were done indicated that citizens need 120 grams of bread, 67 
grams of meat, 67 grams of poultry, 24 grams of eggs, 235 grams of fish, 50 grams 
of legumes, 67 grams of sugar, 213 grams of vegetables and 129 grams of fruits. 
This is above and beyond the oils, dairy products and |tomato}] sauce [that 
citizens need]. These rates provide citizens with 1,785 calories per day and 
enable them to be energetic. 


"The party's Popular Development Committee, therefore, decided to change its plan 
of action so as to achieve the requirements of citizens. It approved the implemen- 
tation of four important projects in Huckstep over an area of 12,000 square 
meters." 


Reducing Waste 


"The first one of these projects is a project to prepare and package meat and 
various other goods to avoid waste which is estimated at about 45 percent of the 
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animals that are slaughtered to provide meat. Meat will be packed in packages 
that are suitable to citizens' needs. The project will be operated on a 
contractual basis: slaughtered animals will be purchased from the | local! market 
and the rest will be imported. 


"Apreements were made with a major Belgian company and a major Dutch company fo 
supply equipment and implement the project using the most modern technology that 
is compatible with our means. Seven engineers have also been sent to receive 
training in operating the slaughterhouse and in packaging operations. 


"The new plant, which will be operational in October 1984, includes another | pro- 
duction] line for processing and preserving fish for suitable periods of time. A 
'production] line for milk and dairy products will also be set up." 


Maj Gen al-Jaridli said that the project will cost 6 million pounds. Financing 
was provided by the European Investment Bank and by the IBRD. Economic feasi- 
bility studies for the project, which was brought before these agencies, affirmed 
the importance of the project and its success in meeting part of the country's 
needs of canned meat, fish and dairy products. This will save the homemakers' 
efforts and will reduce waste. 


The chairman of the board of directors of the National Company for Food Security 
said that all guarantees and sanitary conditions were taken into account. The 
plant has been furnished with a laboratory that is supervised by experts from the 
Ministry of Health who will ascertain the safety of operations. In designing the 
building the need to have male and female workers go through several stages to 
ensure total cleanliness and lack of exposure to any pollutants has also been 
taken into account. 


Wanted: Butchers 


The project provides 221 employment opportunities at different stages. The need 
will be great for outstanding butchers. Instead of importing them, the containers 
in which the goods will be packed will be supplied by a public sector company in 
Alexandria. Workers in other disciplines, such as mechanical engineers, elec- 
trical engineers and graduates of the College of Agriculture will be required for 
the project also. 


A decision was made to increase the number of the company's outlets to 110 to 
remedy the phenomenon of high prices. The company is making preparations to inau- 
gurate 120 other outlets soon to reduce the pressure on cooperative grocery 
stores. In addition, we are taking into account che fact that prices are to be 
Suitable and somewhere between the subsidized public sector prices and private 
sector prices. 


After that ordinary consumers have to play a positive role in fighting high 
prices by refraining, at least temporarily, from buying those goods whose prices 
are raised by merchants to take advantage of low supplies. Whenever possible, the 
right course is to be set for the consumption of goods. 
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EGYPT 


PARTY OFFICIAL RESPONSABLE FOR POPULAR DEVELOPMENT 


Cairo AKHIR SA'AH in Arabic No 2533, 11 May 83 pp 10-11 


_Interview with ‘Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman, Democratic Party Official Responsible for 
Popular Developmentyby ‘Ali al-Maghrabi: "What Has Popular Development Done about 
the Problem of Meat, Chicken and Eggs? Al-Salhiyah Can Produce 360 Million Eggs; 
Why Is It Producing only One Fourth of That? It Is Absurd for the State To Pay 11 
Million Pounds a Day in Subsidies; Feed Shortage Is Reason; Productive Village Is 
a Practical Project" | 


Text) What has popular development done about the meat shortage and about high 
meat prices which is now the subject on everyone's lips? Why is al-Salhiyah 
producing 90 million eggs even though the project can produce 360 million eggs? 
Why is the Egyptian village no longer productive, and why has it turned to 
consumption, thereby increasing the general burden on the state's resources? This 
is the question that is looking for an answer now amidst public opinion trends: 
what is the solution? How and when will ordinary citizens feel that the crisis is 
over and that it will not recur in the future? 


AKHIR SA'AH took these and other questions to Engineer 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman, the 
official responsible for popular development. 'Uthman said, "Egypt is fine! We 
must help the state solve this problem. It is for this reason that we thought 
about the productive village, an experiment that succeeded in a number of 
villages. 


"An Islamic financial institution is also being established to invest the savings 
of Egyptians living abroad in successful agricultural projects." 'Uthman affirmed 
that the feed problem will never be solved unless the free and unrestricted sale 
and purchase of corn, which is at the center of the feed problem, is allowed. 


Engineer 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman, the official responsible for popular development 
in the Democratic Party affirmed, "It is absurd that Egypt pay 11 million pounds 
for food every day. The subsidy must be less than half that amount. It must be 
much less. This is up to us and up to every citizen in Egypt."' 


The appointment was at noon Thursday. 'Uthman was fasting since we are in the 
month of Rajab; he was fingering his rosary. After I told him what my questions 
were, he told me, "Listen, my friend, AKHIR SA'AH and its readers are dear to me. 
I would like to say there is no shortage or anything like that. What we have are 
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incidental problems which will be solved soon in 1, 2 or 3 months because Egypt 
is the richest country in the world. What is being said about Egypt's debts are 
exaggerations. Egypt's debts are not awesome, and they have nothing to do with 
the meat shortage. 


"Let me repeat that Egypt is the strongest country because the Egyptian citizen 
has been a miracle worker since ancient times, since the time of the ancient 
Egyptians. The Egyptian citizen is patient and self-sufficient. Egypt's glory and 
its prosperity will be restored. I'm optimistic about that. I'm optimistic 
because the line that is drawn now was drawn by the young people of October. Des- 
pite what has been said about the magnitude of the losses, and some people have 
tried to scare us of these losses, the young people of October did achieve a 
breakthrough and realize victory. How then can't we pass |this test} and overcome 
a shortage like the meat shortage? All these are incidental matters, and we will 
find the solution for them." 


Question] And what is the solution? 


| Answer | Before I tell you what the solution is, let's go back a while to the 
days of World War II. Egyptian citizens and Egypt, a country that has always been 
rich with blessings, fed the soldiers of eight armies, the armies of the axis. 
With the efforts of the government and the people and with the earnestness of 
President Mubarak Egyptian citizens can, God willing, regain that position 
regarding food. The citizen is the basis of everything. 


‘Question | How is that? 


Answer Don't rush! The Egyptian citizen is a person of excellent metal. In a 
matter of years Egypt will make considerable progress. When I say Egyptian 
citizens, I am talking about Egyptian citizens in Egypt and abroad. 


Where Does the Funding for Food Come from? 
Question] What do you mean? 


Answer | A study has been underway for 2 months to be specific to carry out a 
new idea: that of establishing an Islamic financial institution. We have not 
chosen a name for it yet. This institution will collect the savings of Egyptians 
who wish to invest in areas unrelated to the present banking system. This institu- 
tion will carry out num :ous food security projects. It will reclaim land for the 
cultivation of vegetables and fruits, and it will aise cattle, poultry and fish. 
[In 1 year I expect us to collect 1 billion pounds. This money will be invested so 
that Egypt's reputation in agriculture can be restored and beef and poultry 
provided. 


Government alone ii not solve the problem. We are grateful for official efforts 
that are being made and for the work that is being done by ministries. But we too 
must work with officials and with the ministries as ome team, and we must 


contribute to solving the problem. All citizens and popular development | must 
work together). I believe that this would realize what President Muhammad Husni 
Mubarak called for in his address on Labor Day. 
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11 Million for Food Every Day 


The government pays 11 million pounds for food every day. That is an issue. It is 
an issue for Egypt, and it must be given adequate attention. Hence, we have to 
think and to work with sincerity. We have 4,000 villages. If every family in a 
village were to raise chicken as families used to do in the past, we would have 
400 million chickens. This means that we would not be importing chickens. It 
means that we would be exporting them. And this is a major objective that we must 
try to achieve. 


[Editor] 'Abd-al-Halim Mansur, an official of the Popular Development Committee 
came [into the room] during the interview and gave Engineer 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman 
a telegram to read. The telegram stated [the following]: 


"We, citizens of Egypt in Saudi Arabia, hope that the National Investment Bank 
will come up with an idea for investing our savings by means of a profit sharing 
plan. Stop." 


[Answer] Isn't this evidence that Egypt's men, its young people and its loyal 
citizens make it a rich country? 


The Productive Village: a Hub of Activity 


| Question | I want answers to specific questions that are on the minds of many 


people. The most important of them is where is popular development? 


[Answer] At the present time popular development is putting the final touches on 
a new project. It is a practical project that is called the Productive Village 
Project. The purpose of the project is to turn villages into hubs of activity and 
to restore activity to them so they would become productive villages in the true 
sense of the term rather than consumer villages. We will help farmers bring back 
apiaries, weaving looms and true mechanization at reasonable fees so we can make 
up for the labor shortage. We will also regulate marketing. Thus, the capital, 
Cairo, will not complain of a tomato shortage when tomatoes are going begging in 
the countryside. 


We will also dispense new stocks of cows to farmers. Each cow will weigh no less 
than 50 kilograms. Farmers would raise them until they would weigh between 300 
and 500 kilograms. We will also benefit from the excellent milk they will give: 
they will yield 20 kilograms of milk a day. 


[Question] And where was this idea? 

[Answer] Quite the contrary. This idea will be expanded, and it will be put into 
universal practice after its success is established. It was begun some time ago 
with 500 heads which have increased to 12,000 heads. This idea is being 
implemented in more than one area after farmers became interested in it. 

The Problem of Meat and Meat Prices 

[Question] Do you mean to say that it is possible to solve the problem of meat 


and the problem of high meat prices? 
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‘Answer| Let me tell you this strange opinion. I don't think there is a meat 
problem. This is because the beef meat we are referring to is part of the protein 
|in our diet] which can be obtained from chicken, fish and eggs. When implemen- 
tation of the productive village project begins, we will dispense excellent 
stocks of chicken. These would be ready for slaughter after only 40 days. | would 
like to say that meat prices have risen because the supply of poultry in the 
market has declined. We must benefit from all past and present experiences in 
this regard. 


Feed Shortage Is the Reason 


[Question | It is being said, however, that the reason behind the story of 
chickens and eggs is the shortage of feed. [Is that true? | 


[Answer] This is true. In fact, it has created an impediment for many poultry 
farmers. In facing this problem, it became evident to the Popular Development 
Committee that corn was at the bottom of this problem. Popular development 
studies concluded that to overcome this impediment corn had to be bought and sold 
freely. Quite simply farmers are to be allowed to plant and sell their corn as 
they please. This would do away with the black market and would help proprietors 
of poultry farms obtain the principal product to feed their poultry at a 
reasonable price. We would thus remove the subsidy that the state pays for the 
corn crop, and the state's role would be confined to subsidizing the final 
product, that is, the chicken, if that becomes necessary. That is, the state 
would subsidize chicken when they are purchased from producers for sale in 
[retail] outlets. The government must also allow proprietors of poultry farms to 
import their own corn; it would thus do away with the middlemen who cause feed 
prices to rise. 


Al-Salhiyah Dream: What Has Been Achieved? 


[Question] What became of the al-Salhiyah dream that was going to solve the 
problem of food and meat? 


[Answer] The al-Salhiyah project has 22 stations for raising livestock. Each 
Station has the capacity for raising 1,250 heads of cattle. Al-Salhiyah has not 
yet operated at full capacity. So far only two stations have become operational. 


Ac the present time operating the 20 remaining stations is being considered. They 
are equipped and prepared from a sanitary and veterinary standpoint, and they 
include all the capabilities that would make operrtions easy. As far as getting 
eggs from al-Salhiyah is concerned, the full capacity of that operation is 360 
million eggs. At the present time we are getting 90 million eggs. Studies are 
underway to get the resources together so that al-Salhiyah's poultry and egg 
Stations can be operated at full capacity. 


Fish Farm Experiments 
[Question] What about fish and fish farms? 


[Answer] Egypt is the richest country in the world. There is a lot of fish in 
Egypt, and the shores around us to the north and to the east {are full of fish). 
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In addition, fish farm experiments have been successful. In my personal opinion 
every village can set up a fish farm over a small area of two or three feddans, 
and we would benefit from the ponds. It is known that one acre would yield two 
tons of fish per catch. 


Engineers and the Housing Problem 


‘Question ] I found out that President Mubarak was told about a housing project 
for the Engineers' Union. What is that project and what has been done about it? 
Answer] The project may be summarized by saying that the Engineers' Union will 
use a new method to solve the housing problem. We can cooperate with other unions 
to implement the project so that professionals and other labor unions can benefit 
from it. Stated briefly the project involves forming cooperative housing 
societies for similar and homogeneous groups of engineers. Then a general federa- 
tion of these societies would be formed, and the societies themselves would 
devote their activities to individual construction efforts. That is, each person 
would build his own home. Each society would take over an area of land designated 
for it by the state. The land will be in new desert areas that are far from 
current residential lines. The land would be sold to societies at nominal prices, 
and each society member would build his own home according to his abilities and 
his resources. If he can, he would build the whole building right away, and [if 
he can't], he would build one or two rooms at a time. The owner would complete 
construction of his house in stages. The general federation would solve the 
problem of utilities. It would install small power generating stations, water and 
sewage stations, and so on. The federation would also oversee production opera- 
tions of modular units for housing requirements, such as windows, doors, plumbing 
fixtures and others. An engineer who needs a certain amount of money at the 
outset can get a housing loan. 


Let me refer here to the fact that a study is presently underway on a number of 
loans that arrived at the union for the implementation of this project. 


[Question] What would you like to say in closing? 
[ Answer | In closing [1 would say] I hope we set rancor aside and devote 


ourselves to constructive activities. [We have to] devote ourselves to build an 
Egypt that is rich in wealth, in fortune and in blessings. 
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EGYPT 


FIGURES ON FOOD PRODUCTION, SHORTAGES GIVEN 
Cairo AKHIR SA'AH in Arabic No 2533, 11 hay 83 pp 12-13 


[Interview with Kamal al-Janzuri, minister of planning, by Suhayr al-Husayni: 
"Minister of Planning Gives AKHIR SA'AH Facts and Figures: Balance Sheet for 9 
Months Shows What Has Been Achieved: No Price Increases; Balance of Payments 
Improves; Highest Production in Food Industries; Why Is There a Shortage of Len- 
tils and Beans in the Market? Wanted for the Plan: Scheme To Set the Right Course 
for Consumption and Increase Investments" | 


[Text | What has been achieved in all sectors 9 months after the 1982-1983 plan 
went into effect? What is the significance of the optimistic figures that were 
announced by President Husni Mubarak on Labor Day? What do these figures mean in 
the material world at every site, every field and every plant? What do they yield 
to the man in the street? And finally, where do prices stand? Is there a tendency 
to increase prices during the coming period? 


The minister of planning talked with AKHIR SA'AH unequivocally about the course 
of the plan during the past 9 months. Using figures, he talked about what has 
been achieved and what we hope to achieve in the coming months. 


[Question] President Mubarak declared in all his speeches that the only solution 
to our economic problems is to increase production. Has this objective been 
achieved during this period? 


|Answer|] It is estimated that the value of all the goods produced at the end of 
the first 9 months of the 1982-1983 plan is about 26.171 billion pounds. This 
constitutes 70.8 percent of the total production targeted for this year's plan, 
which amounts to about 31.970 billion pounds. I[t is to be noted that total 
production in all the social services sectors exceeded the general ratio as a 
result of the decline in the ratio of government services. This is due basically 
to reduced withdrawals from total appropriations during this period. 





[Question] What about production indicators within each separate sector, the 
agricultural and the industrial? 


[ Answer | As far as the agricultural sector is concerned, it produced about 
3,997,500,000 billion pounds. This is 71.3 percent of the target for the 
1982-1983 plan. More than 67 percent of that is vegetable production; about 31 
percent is animal production and the remaining 2 percent is fish production. 
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[Question] What are the reasons for the increase in vegetable (agricultural) 
production this year? 


‘Answer| The increase was concentrated basically (85 percent of it) in feed and 
Sugar crop production. During that period clover was planted in over 2,100 
feddans, and sugar cane was planted in about 267,000 feddans, which produced 
about 9,748 tons. During the third quarter a 13 percent increase was realized in 
vegetable and fruit production. Thus total vegetable production during the 
observation period amounted to about 8,178 tons of vegetables; 468,000 tons of 
onions; 1,650 tons of fruits; and 400,000 tons of palm products. This is over and 
above the vegetable and flower seeds, seedlings, medicinal plants, fragrant 
plants, etc. that were produced. 


The increase in the value of realized animal production in the third quarter, 
which amounted to 43 percent of the total increase, meant that production during 
the observation period amounted to 285,000 tons of beef; 125,000 tons of poultry; 
1,525 tons of milk; and 74,000 tons of eggs. 


It is estimated that the number of workers in the agricultural sector now is 
about 3,400 workers. Their wages during the past period amounted to 1.295 billion 
pounds. These wages are about 58 percent more than the total estimated wages in 
the 1982-1983 plan. This increase is a result of existing difficulties in 
agricultural labor which led to unexpected increases in their wage rates. 


Food Industries: the Highest Production 


Question] What about the industrial sector? What has been achieved in produc- 
tion in that sector? 


Answer] The value of production realized in the industrial and mining sector 
during the observation period was about 7.487 billion pounds. This is 72.8 per- 
cent of the total targeted for the sector in the 1982-1983 plan. This production 
was achieved approximately in the companies that are affiliated with the Ministry 
of Industry. Actually, the production ratio was higher in all industrial acti- 
vities affiliated with the Ministry of Industry, with the exception of the 
textile industry where the ratio of production achieved to the target production 
was 68.6 percent. This is due to the difficulties encountered in that sector. 
These difficulties were previously reflected in accumulated inventories. In 1982 
‘the value of |] textile goods in storage amounted to 195 million pounds. This 
represents about 25 percent of the total idle capacity in all the industrial 
sector for 1982. 


Food industries realized close to one third the production of the companies of 
the Ministry of Industry. The value of production in the past 9 months amounted 
to about 1,167,200,000 pounds. This is 84.2 percent of the target production in 
this sector for the 1982-1983 plan. This was the highest production ratio 
realized in all of the ministry's activities. It was followed by mining and fuel 
at 81 percent. However, this activity's contribution to the value of all goods 
produced by the ministry's companies during the observation period did not exceed 
1.5 percent. 


38 











As far as sugar production is concerned, about 527 million tons of sugar were 
produced during the observation period. This is an increase of 21.1 percent over 
last year. Also 29.1 billion cigarettes were produced; this is a /8 percent 
increase over last year. Production of laundry soap amounted to about 188,000 
tons; this is an increase of 11 percent; and 10,465 tons of animal feed were pro- 
duced, compared with 10,169 tons last year. 


About 548,900 tires for passenger cars and trucks were produced. This is an 
increase of 14.4 percent over last year. Also 595,000 butagaz cylinders were 
produced; this is an increase of 17.4 percent. Also 18,000 water heaters (5 liter 
and 10 liter capacity) were produced; this is an increase of 2.9 percent. As far 
as home refrigerators are concerned, about 303,900 refrigerators were produced; 
this is an increase of 29.3 percent over last year. With regard to television 
sets 339,000 black and white sets were produced; this is an increase of 13 
percent; 210,800 colored television sets were produced; and this is an increase 
of 130.1 percent over last year. Production of passenger cars amounted to 19,000 
cars; this is an increase of 72.7 percent. 


The number of workers in the industrial sector amounted to about 785,000 workers. 
Their wages during the observation period amounted to about 808,900,000 pounds. 
About 605,900 of these workers are employed in the companies of the Ministry of 
Industry. 


Technical Reasons for Production Delays 


[Question] What about oil production? Have the expected rates been realized so 
far in oil production? 


| Answer | The quantity of oil, gas and condensates produced during the 
observation period amounted to 27,171,000 tons worth 1,955,200,000 pounds at 
current prices. This represents 60 percent of the target for the 1982-1983 plan. 


‘Question| Don't you think that 60 percent of the target is small, considering 
that 9 months of the year have gone by and only 3 months are left? 


Answer} This sector could have reached its full targets had it not been for the 
delay in carrying out well repair operations in the western desert. Implemen- 
tation of the Shuqgayr-Suez gas line was also delayed. There are other technical 
reasons for the delays although this sector is now trying to begin operating this 
line at a rate of 40 million cubic feet per day. This will be increased in coming 
months. 


About 9,000 workers are employed in this sector, during the observation period 
they earned about 45.2 million pounds. 


‘Question! What about the electricity sector? 


Answer | The electrical power that was realized during the observation period 
amounted to 14,470 kilowatts per hour. This is 75.7 percent of the target for the 
1982-1983 plan which amounts to 19,107,000,000 kilowatts per hour. This is a 56 
percent increase over what was achieved in the first 6 months of this year. 


The number of workers in this sector during the observation period amounted to 
about 62,000 workers, and their wages amounted to 63.9 million pounds. 
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‘Question | What are the production averages in the transportation, communica- 
tions and storage sectors? 


Answer] Production realized by this sector during the observation period amoun- 
ted to 1,269,500,000 pounds. This is 81.8 percent of the target production for 
1982-1983. This is a relatively high rate that indicates a possibility that we 
may exceed the target production for this sector by the end of the 1982-1983 plan. 


The number of workers in this sector amounted to 427,000 workers; their wages 
during the observation period amounted to 407.3 million pounds. 


Wanted: Setting the Right Course for Consumption 


[Question] What about consumption rates and the growth of these rates? Is there 
anything in the plan that would indicate the possibility of a balance occurring 
between the quantities [of goods] produced and the quantities [of goods| consumed? 


Answer] The objective of the economic policy in the area of consumption is to 
set the right course for it and to increase the growth of consumption within 
limits that would allow a continued gradual rise in the standard of living. At 
the same time the objective of the economic policy is to increase self-reliance 
by providing the local savings that are necessary to meet the requirements of 
development. 


Available data on consumer imports during the past period of the 1982-1983 year 
reflected the steps [that were taken] to achieve these objectives. The value of 
consumer imports during the observation period declined by about 9 percent, 
compared with the value of consumer imports during a comparable period in 
1981-1982. This is compared with a 4 percent reduction during the first half of 
1982-1983. Despite the decline in the value of consumer imports during the 
foregoing period, this decline in consumer imports still represents over 72 
percent of what was being sought this year. Figures also indicate that limited 
efforts were made to set the right course for the sale of staple foods. 


[Question] What are the most important goods that were set on the right course 
this year? 


|Answer} The most important thing that we ought to call attention to is the dec- 
line in consumption of protein goods, [both] animal and vegetable proteins. 
During the past 9 months of the plan only 82,200 tons of animal proteins were 
sold, compared with 204,700 tons last year. This means that sale of animal pro- 
teins declined by 89 percent. This decline is the result of reducing the supply 
of meat, poultry and frozen fish in the market. 


It is true that the meager quantities available for sale during the observation 
period reflect an animal protein consumption policy which is based on expanding 
the consumption of poultry and fish at the expense of beef consumption. Fish 
consumption rose from 31.5 percent during the first 9 months of last year's plan 
to 34.6 percent during the observation period. Consumption of frozen chicken rose 
from 23.8 percent to 25 percent. The ratio of frozen beef sold last year to the 
ratio of frozen beef sold during the observation period declined. There was no 
increase in chicken and fish sales, nor was there an increase in the supply of 
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locally produced chicken and fish so as to force a reduction in sales of imported 
quantities. As a result allowable quantities of food in this group were not 
sufficient to meet the needs of consumers at currently prevailing amounts. 


Why Is There a Shortage in Lentils and Beans? 
[Question] What about the other sources of protein like lentils and beans? 


[Answer] The amount of lentils and beans sold has also declined despite the fact 
that we have an abundance of lentils and beans in storage. It may be appropriate 
to increase sales and supplies of these goods to make up for the sources of 
animal proteins. 


It is reassuring that what we have in stock on March 30, 1983 of the goods I 
mentioned, in addition to the quantities that will be arriving before the end of 
the present year from existing and new contracts, will be enough to cover 
consumption of these goods during the last quarter of the year. What will be left 
over early in 1983-1984 will be enough to meet consumer needs at current monthly 
rates. 


A Look at Investments 


[Question] Regarding the investment sector, did it achieve what was determined 
for it in 1982-1983? 


[ Answer | Total primary investments made by the government and by the public 
sector in this year's plan amounted to about 3,935,400,000 pounds. In view of the 
high implementaton rates on projects assigned to some agencies during the 
observation period, some agencies were given the go-ahead to increase invest- 
ments; these totaled 23.9 million pounds. This will increase implementation rates 
while the total volume of investments mentioned in the plan remains unchanged. 
Therefore, by comparing what was implemented during the 9 months with what was 
implemented during the first 6 months of this year's plan, we find that most 
agencies that were assigned projects did realize implementation rates during the 
third quarter of the year that were higher than the average rates realized in the 
first two quarters of the present year. 


| Question | What are the most important areas in which these investments were 
made? 
| Answer | It is noticeipvie that implementation rates for residential construction 


are high. This is basically due to the expansion in residential construction in 
industrial zones, particularly for the ferrosilicone project in Idfu, for the 
aluminum project in Naja' Hamadi and for the Iron and Steel Complex in Hulwan. 
It's been estimated that housing units completed in Hulwan cost about 30 million 
pounds. This is also due to the expansion in residential construction in Sinai 
and in the city of 15 May. 


High implementation rates regarding the means of transportation are also notice- 
able. This is due to the fact that many of the various means of transportation-- 
land, sea and air--have been delivered [to us]: 204 vehicles were imported for 
the Cairo Public Transportation Authority; 120 tractors were imported for the 
various forces; and 274 rail cars were imported for the railroads. 
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Let me mention here that the course of implementation in some agencies was not 
fully connected with the plan; this is regarding the plan for the agency and the 
monetary or material components of the plan. There was also very limited spending 
On projects that are not mentioned in the plan. For example, there was an 
increase in investments that were made in some industrial activities during the 
target period for the full year; these investments were made in the textile 
industry, the food industry and the chemical industry. A small number of agencies 
working in agriculture dominated in executing investments and the foreign com- 
ponent [sic]. As far as the material components are concerned, the predominant 
feature of the differences appeared in construction, in machinery, equipment 

and means of transportation. 


Some utilities agencies also invested more than they were supposed to in construc- 
tion. The same thing applies to some ministries that are affiliated with the ser- 
vices sector. 


Deficit in the Balance of Payments Declines 


[Question | In view of these declared figures, is the present deficit in the 
balance of payments expected to decline? 


[Answer] The preliminary observation of the current balance of payments in the 
three quarters of the 1982-1983 plan indicates that there is a deficit and that 
it is estimated to be about 737.6 million pounds. This is 46.7 percent of the 
deficit that is being sought for the entire year. The plan estimates the deficit 
will be about 1.580 billion pounds. The balance of trade for the same period also 
produced a deficit that is estimated to be about 2,467,200,000 pounds. This is 
70.5 percent of the deficit that is being sought for the entire year: 3.5 billion 
pounds. However, a surplus of about 1,729,600,000 pounds was achieved in the 
invisible balance. This is 90.1 percent of the surplus that is being sought for 
this balance this year: 1.920 billion pounds. 


These indicators reflect a continuing trend during the last quarter of this year. 
The current deficit in the balance of payments will drop below [the level that | 
was set for it, and this will help reduce borrowing from abroad. 


It is known that the increase in exported goods during this period over last year 
was 79.8 million pounds. This increase is the product of increased returns from 
oil exports by about 56.6 million pounds at 3.6 percent and increased returns 
from agricultural exports of 42.4 million pounds at 17.5 percent. At the same 
time exports of manufactured goods declined by about 19.1 million pounds at a 
rate of 6 percent. 


If we leave cotton out, the quantity of agricultural goods exported during that 
period dropped from last year. However, the decline in quantity was countered by 
an increase in export prices for some goods. Thus, revenues from the export of 
agricultural goods rose. As far as manufactured goods are concerned, the decline 
im export revenues is attributable to a decline in exported quantities and a 
reduction of export prices. 


Decline in the Value of Imports 


[Question] What about our imports during that period? 
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|Answer|] This increase in exports was countered by a decline in payments for 
imported goods during the observation period. Payments for imports fell by about 
171.1 million pounds from last year. This is due to a decline of about 150.2 
million pounds in the value of imported consumer and intermediate goods. 


[Question] Why did the payments for imports decline? 
[Answer] The most important reasons for that may be two factors. 


--The decline in world prices of many consumer and intermediate goods and raw 
materials, particularly grain. 


--And the application of a policy that set the right course for importing many 
consumer and intermediate goods during that period. 


As a result of these developnients in foreign trade the deficit in the balance of 
trade fell by about 2,718,200,000 pounds during the past 9 months. Also as a 
result of that the ratio of exports covering the payments for imports rose from 
about 43.7 percent to about 47.1 percent. 


No Price Increases 


[Question] The system of examining the plan every 3 months is a new system that 
is being applied for the first time. What is the importance of this system from a 
planning point of view, and what did it add to the plan this year? 


|Answer}| First of all, the report on the third quarter is considered from a plan- 
ning point of view extremely important because it is taken as the basis for prepa- 
ring the draft plan for the following year, which is presented in a semi-final 
form to responsible agencies for their review. 


Also the report on the examination of the first half of the 1982-1983 plan 
indicated the development of general economic indicators during the forementioned 
period and the extent to which the course of the economy is linked with the au- 
thorized plan. The indicators provided evidence that so far the national economy 
is proceeding on an appropriate course. 


[Question] One last question: in light of what was revealed by the figures and 
indicators of the plan, are prices likely to rise? 


(Answer| No. There is no tendency to raise the pr‘ces of any commodities. Let me 
affirm: there will be no price increases. 
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EGYPT 


PROBLEMS OF ORDINARY HOUSING SHORTAGE REVIEWED, DEBATED 


Cairo MAYU in Arabic 16 May 83 p 7 


[Article by Nasr al-Qaffas: “a Ministry for Popular Housing — Why and How? 
Housing Priorities for Young People and Administrative Eviction Cases"] 


[Text] "We are thinking of establishing a ministry for popular housing.” 
President Mubarak uttered this important statement in his speech on the oceasion 


of Workers' Day. Because the housing problem will continue to be the issue of 
the hour, as far as all officials are concerned, until it is alleviated, we 

must not miss an opportunity to discuss what President Mubarak is thinking about, 
in his attempt to seek out a solution. This reflects the extent to which this 
issue is important to us and the degree to which it preoccupies the mind of the 
chief of state. 


Before we present the ideas and opinions of the people with whom we discussed 
this issue, I believe that it would be best for us to present some facts and 
figures in the light of which the issue might become clearer, lest our discus- 
sion always consists of introductions and we forget the concepts for solving 
the housing problem which we thought about and presented in the past. Let us 
start by reviewing this information, which holds that: 


Egypt needs 1.5 million apartments, as we state in our colloquial language, 
over the next 5 years. Cairo alone will need 120,000 residential units a year 
to cope with the overpopulation in it. Of these, only 30,000 units have been 
provided each year, that is, one quarter of what is required. 


The minister of planning, who is in charge of monitoring the execution of the 
5—year plan, says "Our basic cause is ordinary housing. The investments al- 
located to luxury housing do not exceed 6 percent of investments in the housing 
sector. More important than that, this modest percentage will be constructed 
only in the last year of the plan, after the country's need for ordinary housing 
has been met and all the projects concerned with it have been completed." 


The notion of low-cost housing arose 5 years ago, with 600 million pounds in 
financing, in order to translate the government's slogan "Appropriate housing 

for every family" into reality and fact. The National Investment Bank allocated 
171 million pounds of this financing to loans on easy terms for low-cost housing 
in the 1982-83 plan. Of this, 110 million pounds had been spent by last February; 
that is, most of the investments for lowcost housing had been drawn on in just 
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7 months. This prompts us to raise an important question, which calls for a 
rapid response: are these high rates of withdrawal accompanied by high rates 
of building and construction? 


The Local Government Committee of the People's Assembly had previously recom 
mended that the governorates take charge of making a list of the open spaces 
that belong to the government and selling them in auctions in annual instal- 
ments, using the receipts for the construction of low-cost housing, determine 
the date for completion of construction of each project before work begins, 
and determine the conditions for penalties in the event the completion of the 
projects is suspended because of the failure to increase spending. 


These old recommendations also require that we seek a response to an important 
question, which is, has this recommendation been carried out, or have there even 
been attempts to carry it out - or was the recommendation just on paper, and 
the officials have not acted to carry it out? 


Other Recommendations! 


The National Party's Housing Committee had previously requested that procedures 
be simplified, that the laws to encourage ordinary housing be developed, and 
that citizens' capital and savings be attracted into investment in buildings. 

In its plan for coping with the crisis, the committee recommended that the pro- 
portion of ordinary housing be 30 percent, that of low-cost housing 30 percent, 
and that of intermediate housing 30 percent, while the remainder would be al- 
located to some sort of above-intermediate housing. The committee requested that 
ordinary and low-cost housing be subsidized by the provision of land for con- 
struction and that it be supplied with utilities free of charge, in addition 

to material support. The committee also asserted that it was necessary to con- 
solidate the bodies responsible for supervising the nationwide housing projects 
throughout the republic. If we stop here to seek an explanation, could the in- 
tention of consolidating the responsible bodies be done by establishing a ministry 
for ordinary housing? 


In the Consultative Assembly discussion on the housing plan for Egypt, kng 
Husayn 'Uthman had previously declared that the project was aimed at constructing 
3 million housing units in 15 years. He said, "Ordinary apartments would be 
built which would be rented out for 11 pounds a month, with the provision that 
the government would provide 1,500 pounds in financial subsidies for each ordi- 
nary housing apartment, whose total cost would be 3,500 pounds. At this point, 
we have an observaton, which is that these costs we 2 based on 1981 prices. 


Who Will Hold Poor Performers to Account? 


"This is a questicr which poses itself, and I have nothing to do with it. The 
reason is that I r-read a report by the Central Accounting Agency which revealed 
the extent of the poor performance in carrying out the government plan for the 
housing sector, which resulted in the failure to make use of the money that had 
been spent to cope with the housing crisis. The report describes numerous ex- 
amples applying to more than one governorate; of these, as the report said, we 
might mention that in the Governorate of Suez, 2,193,000 /Pounds/ were spent 

by December 1982, so that the first thousand would be completed in June 1980, 
but the work on the first thousand units has not yet been completed! 
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"In the Governorate of Aswan, contracts were reached on the construction of re 
sidential buildings worth 2.5 million pounds which would be delivered in December 
and February 1981. They were not. Instead, one building collapsed before it 
was delivered to the governorate. Another building was demolished because it 
did not meet specifications. 


"In the Governorate of al-Fayyum, credits allocated to low-cost housing were 
directed to other projects; 170,000 pounds of these allocations were spent to 
build buildings for the Railway Authority and make a sewer hookup in one section. 


"The report picks up the subject of the Governorate of Suez, stating that 13,000 
pounds were spent to repair the university village there. In Aswan, 163,000 
pounds were spent to build a tourist complex. 


"The serious point in the report is that it states that the sum of 10.8 million 
pounds in money for lowcost housing was frozen in fixed deposits earning in- 
terest in banks, and no use was made of it!" 


What Do We Want? What Is the Approach? 


After reading these facts and figures, we will present experts' ideas and 
opinions regarding the statement President Mubarak made on establishing a 
ministry for ordinary housing. kEmg Husayn Kafafi says, "I will not dispute 

the need to establish a ministry for ordinary housing, as opposed to not having 
one. However, we must specify where to begin, as embodied in the obvious answer 
to the question: What do we want? What should be the approach? Even if it 

is a long process, what is needed is suitable housing for every citizen. There 
is a Ministry of Housing at present. However, it has not yet provided what it 
has been requested to, notwithstanding the torrent of statements on solving 

the housing shortage. My opinion is that we must separate the Ministry of 
Housing from the number of ministries which have been annexed, to it, because 
each of these ministries needs a minister. Therefore I consider that the mini- 
stry should specialize in housing only. As long as the government's basic 
policy is to build ordinary and low-cost housing, it must automatically become 
the Ministry of Popular Housing. I cannot imagine that the solution to the 
housing problem, especially in Cairo, could come about by building more dwell- 
ings in it, because this will mean more problems. What is needed is to build 
new towns far away from Cairo. The solution to the housing problem in al-Zaqaziq 
is to be found in l- Ramadan City, which will alleviate th burden on Cairo. The 
same thing goes for 10 Ramadan City /sic/; it should be annexed to the Governorate 
of Giza. We can consider 15 May City, Hulwan and al-Ma'adi a single governorate. 
In other governorates, especially those of Upper Egypt, the solution will be 
reached by turning east of the Nile, establishing new towns, setting out a plan 
for training labor and engineers distributed over the map of Egypt, and making 
the governorates bear the whole responsibility for the work, alongside the Min- 
istry of Housing." 


Lest It Be Stillborn! 
Eng al-Husayni 'Abd-al-Latif, member of the Housing Committee in the National 


Specialized Councils, is in favor of the idea of establishing a ministry for 
ordinary housing, provided that we give it full powers, provide it with long-term 
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loans, give it all the land owned by the government, and spell out its role, 
which will be concentrated on coping with the crisis concerning young newlyweds, 
people looking for apartments and administrative eviction cases. Lest the 
ministry be stillborn, we must support it, recognize the importance of its 

role, and constantly monitor and promote it." 


Muhammad Khalil Hafiz, member of the People's Assembly, is also in favor of the 
notion, and demands that this new ministry go beyond mere construction work - 

in the sense that it present us with a clear, detailed plan which the ministry 
can put forth and will commit itself to, specifying the priorities for obtaining 
apartments so that they will not be subject to exceptions, whatever the reasons 
might be, and we can support it with everything it needs. 


Eng Mustafa Isma'il al-Sayyid, on giving his approval of the idea, describes 
the ordinary housing field by saying, "It is housing which we can build rapidly, 
so that it will keep abreat of the population, and, we will not be surprised 

to find the ministry coming forth to build us thousands of units which have 
just one or two bedrooms and a living room. The area must also be suitable, 

and it must be built in areas where the price of land is low, after all utili- 
ties are brought into them first of all." 


Eng 'Isam Radi, the governor of Dumyat, also says that he has been won over to 
this notion, "because it will support the governorates in their role in resolv- 
ing the housing crisis, because only the governorates are building ordinary 
housing now. The new ministry will play a big role, as I envision it, in re 
ducing the obtacles facing the governorates and monitoring work in them, since 
ordinary housing is their business, first and last." 





For These Reasons I Am in Favor 


Eng Ahmad Mazin, secretary general of the Engineers' Union, who sees in the pre 
sence of a ministry of ordinary housing a definition of the areas of competence 
of the ministry, says, "A responsible minister will be available full time for 
the most serious crisis facing society. There will be no room in the ministry's 
work program for deeding property, so that money will not be wasted, nor will 
the significance of its role be neglected, as happened previously when we estab~ 
lished cooperatives, which turned to construct types of housing which broad 
sector of different classes of the population could not afford, and were not at 
their material level, which can also vary." 


'Abd-al-Halim al--Sa'iii, the governor of Qina, pr -ents the same view, but he 
adds the need to make a census of needy people in accordance with their circum- 
stances and determine priorities among the people who ge to obtain ordinary 
housing apartments. [He says/ "The ministry will also have a mission and, if 
it is successful in it, that will be an achievement which is equal to the value 
of its construction of the housing, and perhaps more, in my view. That is to 
provide a large number of trained workers, technicians and engineers for the 
agencies belonging to it. This will not eliminate the role of the existing 
Ministry of Housing, but it will lighten the load on it somewhat." 


Some People Differ! 


Eng Ibrahim Zaki (inawi, member of the Housing Committee in the National Spec- 
ialized Councils, disagrees with the notion of establishing a ministry for 
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ordinary housing, saying, "The existing ministry plays the same role, and 
everything we are building in the Ministry of Housing is of the low-cost housing 
class. There no longer are any signs of ordinary housing. The cooperatives 
play the same part the Ministry of Popular Housing will play. iven if it is 
necessary, where will we get the technicians and skilled laborers? What is the 
nature of a role such as /that of/ this ministry?" 


Bakir Muhammad Bakir, the governor of Suez, says, "Will the cooperatives be 
subordinate to this ministry, and the existing Ministry of Housing companies? 

If this ministry has a specific role which will contribute to solving the crisis, 
I will be in favor of it, but if not, I believe that the role of the existing 
Ministry of Housing and its agencies will be sufficient. However, I consider 
that if we want to solve the problem, we will have to establish new communities, 
in the sense of a new word, as in the Governorates of Suez, Port Said, and al- 
Isma'iliyah, in the sense that parts of these governorates have advantages in 
drawing populations away from Cairo, so that the towns we are building now will 
not turn into mere outskirts of Cairo, adding to the complexity of the problem." 


An Invitation for Broader Discussion and Study 


Finally, Eng Husayn Kafafi calls for the creation of a specialized symposium in 
which people with views on this subject will take part and each can present his 
own ideas so that we can come up with a clear definition of the role of this 
ministry, and reply to the question which has been preoccupying us since 
President Mubarak raised the idea in brief, transiting form in his speech on 
Workers' Day, showing the extent of the president's attention to this very 
important issue. 
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EGYPT 


CONTROVERSY OVER CENSORSHIP OF MOVIE, ‘THE DEMON' 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic 30 May 83 p 3 


|Article by Layla 'Abd-al-Salam and Tariq al-Shinnawi: "The Story of 'The Demon' 
That Censorship Banned from the Movies; Intellectuals Who Saw the Movie in a 
Special Preview Were Sharply Critical of the Censors; the Ministry of Informa- 
tion's Censors Approved the Story That Was Heard by Millions on Radio; the 
Ministry of Culture's Censors Refused to Allow the Movie To Be Shown on the 
Screen" | 


[Text] This is the second time in the history of Egypt's movie industry that 
censors ban an Egyptian movie from viewing by the general public after the movie 
was shot and fully prepared for release. Im some cases censors would object to 
Statements in the dialogue or to shots in the scenes of a movie, so these words 
or shots would be deleted. After that the movie would be shown. Only twice in 
the history of Egypt's movie industry has a movie been banned after it was shot. 
The first time this happened was 50 years ago, early in the life of the movie 
industry in Egypt when censors objected to the showing of the movie, "Lashin." 
The second time was a few weeks ago when censors objected to the showing of the 
movie, ''The Demon"' after the shooting of the movie was completed. This decision 
by the censors requires an objective, serious discussion. 


Last Friday evening a number of journalists and intellectuals attended a special 
preview of the movie, ''The Demon'"' at the Nile Auditorium in the Catholic Center 
in Cairo. The censors of artistic works had banned the showing of the movie to 
the general public. The producer of the movie appealed the censors' decision, 
but the appeals committee upheld the censors' decision. The appeals committee 
stated in its decisior that '"'The movie is to be considered a political demonstra- 
tion against the existing regime in the counti,. It demonstrates hostility to 
the regime and to its judicial institutions, and it accuses some state agencies 
of being in collusion with capitalists against the interests of the people. The 
movie encourages or rather calls for a bloody revolution against capitalists. 
These ideas would have a harmful effect on the minds of young people, shaking 
their confidence in the courts and in other state agencies. The movie also inclu- 
ded a few scenes and references to local, successive and current matters in a 
manner that imparts to it a highly dangerous political character." 


The report was signed by Salah Salih, director of censorship over artistic works. 














This is exactly what was stated in the report of the Censorship Appeals Committee. 


AL-AHRAR has learned that the Appeals Committee consisted of three members. They 
are Ahmad Yasin, secretary general of the Association of Movie Professionals who 
approved the viewing of the movie; Hasan al-Tuni, president of the Egyptian Com- 
pany for Studios; and a member of the Council of State. Both refused to have the 
movie shown. The showing of the movie was thus prohibited by a majority vote of 
two to one. 


The Events and the Idea of the Movie 


The movie, ''The Demon," tells the story of an honest journalist, |played by| ‘Adil 
Imam, who is looking for the truth in the death of a violinist, [played by| 
'Abd-al-Salam Muhammad in an automobile accident. He discovers that the killer 
is [a young man played by] Hatim Dhu al-Faqar. He is the son of a wealthy man, 
[played by] Farid Shawqi who made his fortune by bribery and abusing his influ- 
ence. This wealthy man thinks he can use his money and his wealth to buy anything. 


The journalist, [played by] 'Adil Imam, tries to discover the mystery of the crime 
and to offer the prosecution evidence for the murderer's trial. He is assisted 
in this task by a television announcer [played by] Nelly who later discovers that 
She is the daughter of the rich man, Farid Shawqi. She learns that he had been 
concealing his paternity--people had even thought she was his mistress--because 
her mother was a woman of modest means whom he had married when he was poor but 
had left when he became a millionaire. 


Witnesses are questioned in the courtroom, but because of their conflicting testi- 
mony, the judge finds the defendant, the son of the wealthy man innocent on the 
basis of the legal principle that doubt is to be construed in favor of a defen- 
dant. ‘Adil exclaims in the courtroom that such a law is the law of westerners, 
and the judge orders him jailed for 24 hours. ‘Adil comes out of prison after 
having resolved to avenge himself. Using a cleaver he hacks Farid Shawqi to death 
in front of his assistants and his guards who try to [restrain him by] throwing 
chairs at him. 


The author of the story, Wahid Hamid says, "Early in 1981 I wrote a serial that 
Radio Cairo broadcast on the general program. The starring roles were played by 
Nur al-Sharif and Bussye When the serial was successful, I wrote a screenplay for 
a movie based on the same story. But before writing the screenplay and the dia- 
logue I sent the idea to the censorship on artistic works, and the censors app- 
roved the adaptation of the story of the radio serial to a movie after changing 


the name of the story from ''Qanun Saksuniya"’ [The Law of Westerners} to ''The 
Demon.'' The censors set three conditions only. These conditions were [as fol- 
lows |: 


"First, public morals were to be observed in the Cafeteria Canaria where some 
scenes of the movie take place. 


"Second, the incident of a hospital nurse being bribed to make it possible for 
the person offering the bribe to kidnap a female witness for the prosecution in 
the murder case was to be deleted. 

















"Third, some of the offensive remarks made by the journalist ‘Adil Imam against 


the wealthy man, Farid Shawqi were to be deleted." 
Censors Approve and Censors Refuse 


Author Wahid Hamid added, "On 4 May 1981 the censors sent the producer Wasif 
Fayiz a letter stating, 'We do not object to the writing of a screenplay and a 
dialogue provided that both be of high artistic quality and that public morals 
and censorship rules be observed.' 


"We wrote the screenplay and the dialogue; we took into account all the censors' 
remarks; and we shot the movie. But before the movie was released to the public, 
the censors' ban took us by surprise. We appealed that decision, and the appeals 
committee upheld the censors' decision. 

"So we decided to invite journalists, intellectuals, artists and politicians to 
see the movie in a special preview so they can say what they think." 


Author Wahid Hamid wonders, "I cannot understand how radio censors who are under 
the Ministry of Information would allow the broadcasting of a story in a radio 
serial heard by millions while the movie censors who are under the Ministry ot 
Culture refuse to have the same thing which was adapted to a movie seen by 
thousands, after they approved preparations for the movie." 


And now what do the newspapermen, the intellectuals, politicians and artists who 
Saw the special preview of the movie last Friday have to say about the movie, 


"The Demon?" 


Newspaper columnist Louis Grace, editor-in-chief of SABAH AL-KHAYR Magazine said, 
"In the movie, 'The Demon,' the prototype for the wealthy man who exploits others 
is a character we've seen in hundreds of movies for scores of years. He is 
usually portrayed as a pasha or a mayor who takes advantage of others. Why do the 
censors read more in the events of the movie than these events warrant? The 
movie, ‘The Demon,' is a good movie that does not deserve to be banned at all." 


Sa'd al-Din Wahbah, president of the Union of Artistic Professions, former first 
undersecretary of the Ministry of Culture and president of the Artistic Works 
Censorship Office tor the past 10 years said, ''The censors found many things that 
have nothing to do with the meaning of the movie. They overinterpreted the movie. 


From an artistic standpoint the movie is a good one. It does not incite 
rebellion; it doe. no. vike fun of the law; and it does not play havoc with the 
minds of young people .: the report said it did. 


"I would suggest though that two short scenes be deleted. These scenes are speci- 
fically ‘Adil Imam's objection to the court sentence and the manner in which 
Farid Shawqi was |. lied. 


"IT am saying this out of a sense of my national and patriotic responsibilities. | 
was responsible for the censorship of works of art for over 10 years." 


Dr Hilmi Murad, vice president of the Labor Party and professor of law at ‘Ayn 
Shams University said, "The censors attributed to the movie things that are not 














in the movie. They claimed that the movie attacked capitalism and capitalists. By 
making that statement the censors were condemning capitalism and capitalists. The 
image that is protrayed in the movie is that of a character who wants to use his 
money to control society. These are not the characteristics of national capita- 
lism; these are rather the characteristics of Mafia gangs. There is nothing in 
the movie to suggest that there was any collusion with those in power or with the 
government regarding the questionable conduct that was taking place. The atti- 
tudes of the police, the prosecutors and the courts in the movie were the best 
they can be. No one was engaged in questionable conduct but the aides of 'The 
Demon,’ the star of the movie, and the gangsters and thugs who hang around him. 
Also the fact that the son of the wealthy man, the star of the movie, was found 
innocent by the court is not due, as indicated in the exposition, to the fact 
that the court is corrupt or that its conduct was questionable. |The defendant 
was found innocent]! because the only witness for the prosecution in the case was 
not able to convince the court that she saw the defendant commit the crime. 


"Accordingly, there is nothing in the movie, as the censors claimed, to damage 
the judicial authority. Finally, the crime that was committed, the murder of the 
star of the movie, was the result of an individual's reaction to the verdict 
and not a bloody revolution as the censors stated in their decision. The lesson 
or the moral of the movie is that when wealthy people and people of means respect 
the law and its sovereignty, crimes and violence do not occur. It is this idea 
that we want to drive into people's minds so that the law would be respected by 
all people and security and peace can be achieved. We, as individuals, would then 
avoid turning to violence to avenge ourselves." 


Information Request to the People's Assembly 


Artist Hamdi Ahmad, a member of the People's Assembly said, ''When I read the cen- 
sors' decision, I felt that this was not a decision made by censors of the arts 
but rather a decision made by an awesome power that relies on scaring people. 
This decision is not an esthetic decision; it is a police decision. When I read 
the reasons that were given for the decision and when I saw the movie, I thought 
it was my duty to come to the People's Assembly with an information request about 


the movie, about the censors and about the limitations of those censors. 


"With this decision these censors are not serving the interests of the people at 
all because they say in their decision that this movie turns the people against 
capitalism. I did not find any trace of capitalism in the movie, but I did find 
Matia-| Like] gangs using armed gang members and impenetrable gang strongholds to 
secure themselves. Where then is the capitalism that the movie opposes? [Do! the 
censors mean that we have to protect the Mafia and protect thieves from 
millionaires like this? Are those the ones that are to be protected. And where is 
that one scene that refers to hatred for the ruling regime? Where is that scene? 
I want the censor to cite [specifically| one scene against the ruling regime or 
against the regime itself. I want him to point out one word in the dialogue that 
symbolically or directly implies or alludes to opposition to the regime. 


"The censors' report then touched upon what it called undermining the prestige of 
the courts. I would say this movie honors the judges, those that are acting and 
those that are retired, Where does the censor come up with these excuses 
unless he wants to turn the courts against this movie in advance when the artists 
reponsible for the movie take him to court? 
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"It was indicated in the reasons for the censors' decision that this movie was a 


political demonstration. I do not understand what is meant by that term here. 
lt is absolutely meaningless. I |as an individual; can demonstrate against one 
thing or another, but the term political demonstration in this context 


meaningless." 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNMENT IMPOSES DISCLOSURE LAW——The cabinet of Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din has decided 
to issue a law prohibiting any Egyptian from disclosing information or secrets 
he learned in the course of his tenure in government. 'Adil 'Abd-al-Baqi, the 
minister of state for Council of Ministers affairs and administrative develop- 
ment, has submitted the draft of the law to the Council of Ministers' legal 
advisors for preparation in final form. The Council of Ministers' legal ad- 
visors have raised a number of observations on the constitutionality of such 

a law, the definition of the notion of "tenure in government," in the standards 
of what can be considered secrets, and also the degree of responsibility of 

any ordinary citizen who hears a rumor or item of news and publishes or 

repeats it, and whose truth later becomes known. The objective in issuing this 
law is to stop the publication by ministers and journalists of their personal 
memoirs or historic books in the Wes yo and to tighten the noose around the 
cradecs of al-Sadat's policies. [Text [Cairo AL-AHALI in Arabic 4 May 83 p / 


FOREIGN EMPLOYMENT CONTROLS—The joint committee to regulate the travel of 
Egyptian labor abroad has decided to form a specialized police apparatus to 
seize middlemen who exploit workers and employ them without work permits. The 
committee, in its meeting under the chairmanship of Khalid Tahir, the deputy 
minister of manpower, has decided that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in 
coordination with the people in charge of looking after the interest of Arab 
countries and countries employing Egyptian labor, will inform them of the de- 
tails of the law regulating the travel of Egyptian laborers abroad in order 
that they will be committed to it and will prepare periodic reports for follow 
up and execution. The committee, at its meeting yesterday with the repre 
sentatives of the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, the Interior, Education, Hmi- 
gration and Manpower, discussed a number of issues, the most ao eigen of which 
was the tendency of some Arab interest sections in Cairo to ac rivate 
contractual procedures regarding work in their countries. fox? Cairo Al- 
AHRAM in Arabic 22 May 83 p1/ 11887 


WATER RATES INCREASED—The Local People's Assembly of the Governorate of Cairo 
has given agreement to raising the price of potable water consumption to 25 
milliemes per cubic meter in the case of residential units, with computation 

to take place monthly. It has been decided that meters will be erected for 
industrial installations, public shops and coffee shops at once, and they will] 
be computed at a rate of 150 milliemes per meter. The assembly, at its meeting 
yesterday under the chairmanship of Mr 'Abd-al-Latif Baltiyah, which was 
attended by Yusuf Sabri Abu Talib, the governor of Cairo, also agreed to delay 
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the adoption of the system of categories until the waterworks installs a meter 
for each housing unit. The assembly also decided to exempt mosques and churches 
from cousumption levies up to 50 meters per month; amounts in excess of that 

will be computed at a rate of 25 milliemes per meter. Private mosques will be 
exempted up to 100 meters, and amounts in excess of that will be at a rate of 

25 milliemes. [text] [Cairo AL—AHRAM in Arabic 22 May 83 p V 11887 
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SUDAN 


PROGRESS ON MASSIVE JOINT CANAL WITH SUDAN REVIEWED, EXTOLLED 
Cairo AL~MUSAWWAR in Arabic No 3058, 20 May 83 pp 32-38 


/Article by Yusuf Fikri: ‘'AL-MUSAWWAR at the Junqali Canal: Saving 5 Billion 
Cubic Meters of Raging River Water from Being Lost in Swamps''/ 


/Text/ AL-MUSAWWAR flew to the southern Sudan to obtain the first journalistic re- 
port on the longest canal in the world, the Jungqali Canal, which has persisted as 

a dream in the minds of Egyptian and Sudanese irrigation men since the end of the 
18th century, and has emerged into the light with the preliminary steps toward in- 
tegration between Egypt and the Sudan. AL-MUSAWWAR covered more than 3,000 miles 
investigating the story of the canal, and is conveying, in pictures and by pen, 

the magnitude of the great, intense work going on there and depicting the new life 
that has started to arise on the land of Equitoria Province in the southern Sudan 
among the forests and mazes of the vast savanna! 


The Bahr al-Jabal is one of the oldest rivers discovered in the upper reaches of 
the Nile during the many journeys the old explorers of the Nile made in the search 
for its real sources in the first half of the 18th century! 


The Bahr al-Jabal is the river of which Samuel Baker, the English explorer of the 
Nile who penetrated thick underbrush, with his beautiful Hungarian wife in his 
arms, in quest of a solution to the riddle of the sources of the great Nile, said, 
"Until 1863, the Bahr al-Jabal was the only body of water merchants used to get 
out of the Sudd which is 500 miles away from Lake No; they traversed it in about 
a month and a half, from Bor to Khartoum." 


This old river has continued to rage and squander its intake of water from the 
time it appeared on the surface of the earth to now, to the point where it has 
become known as the raging defiant river. It almost deviates at Namli, on the 
Sudan's borders with Uganda, then heads north to Juba and Bor, the capital of 
Jungqali Province, where it loses its control and inner balance totally, About 

l kilometer after it turns its back on Bor, it breaks free of its levees, pro- 
ceeds as an undiked river, and abandons its self-control. Its behavior becomes 
disrupted and its resources are wasted, overflowing in the form of numerous swamps 
at Shambi, which is situated in the northwest of Junqali, and at Adok, before it 
reaches and debouches into Lake No, from which the White Nile arises. This pro- 
ceeds to al-Malakal and Khartoum, where it meets up with the Blue Nile and they 
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unite to form the Nile which proceeds from Khartoum to Cairo, then the Delta and 
the Mediterranean! 


The loss of water from the raging river, the Bahr al-Jabal, is great; the loss of 
water from the Nile due to evaporation and seepage into swamps in the Upper Nile 
comes to about 42 billion cubic meters a year and the loss due to the overflow of 
the Bahr al-Jabal alone comes to 14.5 billion cubic meters, while its annual in- 
take, at Mangala near Bor, is 29 billion cubic meters a year, The volume which 
reaches Malakal is just 14.5 billion! 


Sharing responsibility for the rest of the total water loss are the Bahr al-Zarraf 
and the Bahr al-Ghazal, then the al-Sobat River which comes from the upper reaches 
of Ethiopia, forms the Mashar marshes in the Upper Nile, and flows into the ‘/hite 
Nile about 50 kilometers south of al-MalakalL! 


The Marriage of the Raging River! 


Thus the water loss from the Nile is very great. The hundreds of measurements 
which the Egyptian Irrigation Department has performed on all the rivers, inlets 
and tributaries in the Sudan, whose levels are still being measured and whose cis- 
charge is being observed, and has been since the early part of this century, con- 
firm this fact. Since that time, they have been giving frightening indications of 
volume of water loss, which is increasing with each passing day, while the antici- 
pated agricultural expansions in the two countries are in the most extreme need of 
every drop of this water. 


For this reason, the idea arose of establishing projects to increase the Nile in- 
take by reducing the loss of water which goes to waste in the swamps through evap- 
oration and seepage, 


The idea existed even before the Nile water agreement made by the two countries in 
1959 and started very early on. The notion of controlling the waters of the Bahr 
al-Jabal emerged in the minds of irrigation men, flashing in their minds since 
1898, then disappearing, then reappearing a second time, then a third and fourth 
time in 1938 and 1948. However, it remained just an idea preoccupying their minds 
as they observed the measurements and intake of the Bahr al-Jabal. The Nile 
water agreement reached by the two countries in 1959 was apparently in effect the 
ereen Light for these observers of the measurements and intake levels of the rag- 
ing river. 


Bahr al-Jabal, in the minds of these observers, represented the image of a wanton 
young man in his bloom of youth squandering into thin air most of the revenues 
that came to his hands! 


They thought of resus by which they could control it and use its resources in the 
interests of the vo countries before it could squander them. They had no solu- 

tion at hand except to seek a strong, upright, disciplined wife which would keep 

an eye on it at the door to the exchequer or the sources of revenues it obtained, 
and would take account of the major portion of its revenues before it set off on 

its wayward wanderings and squandered them! 
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The Junqali canal was the solution, or the wife they chose to control the abundant 
water revenues of the Bahr al-Jabal! 


They thought and planned for this project, or marriage, for many long years, then, 
in 1971, arose, when the idea of integration between the two countries started to 
put the project into totally concrete form. They selected Bor, the capital of 
Jungali Province, to be the mouth of the bride, the Jungali Canal, from which the 
canal would draw a large portion of the Bahr al-Jabal's intake. It is the last 
point the Bahr al-Jabal reaches while still harnessed by its levees. From Bor, 

the Junqali Canal can draw 25 million cubic meters of water a day from the intake 

of Bahr al-Jabal. This quantity ultimately represents about 5 billion cubic meters 
of water a year at al-Malakal, and that is the volume of which the Nile water agree- 
ment stipulates Egypt is to have half, as is the Sudan. 


The Site of Discharge 


The discharge point of the Junqali Canal has been selected at the point where the 
Sobat River coming down from the highlands of Ethiopia meets the White Nile and 
flows into it, so that it can flow into the White Nile in conjunction with the 
Sobat River. 


The area is called the area of the discharge of the Sobat because the course of 

the Sobat River, which starts in the Ethiopian highlands, ends there where it 

flows into the White Nile. The point where the two come together forms a triangle. 
At that point the White Nile heads west, carrying the water of the Sobat with it, 
passing to the north on its way to al-Malakal and Khartoum, covering a distance of 
500 miles on a broad, well organized course whose banks are replete with green 
trees and around which are spread the southern villages, which are called "hallat," 
with shepherds spread about their livestock and fishermen with their long boats 
known as "sanbuks.'' Many flocks of birds of unusual colors fly above it, and the 
white Nile flows into the vast silvery expanse of Lake No, around which there is 
life all the days of the year, on whose shores grow green shrubs, and thousands 

of head of livestock gather, in search of water and shrubs in the dry season. The 
White Nile then passes on to Khartoum and meets the Blue Nile coming down from 

Lake Tana in Ethiopia, bearing red silt on its surface, and together they form a 
single river, the Nile that presses northward to Egypt! 


It is very hard for someone who is exploring this vastness not to be drawn by this 
attractive natural panorama which grips all his feelings and makes him look deeply 
into everything around him, summoning up all the history he has read of the at- 
tempts to discover the sources of the Nile, as the persons who explored these 
regions at the beginning of the 18th century wrote about them, Everything here is 
almost exactly as they described it in their books--man, nature, climate, animals, 
birds, customs and traditions--everything is as it appeared in the memoirs of 
Stanley, Grant, Speke, Baker and other early explorers of the Nile. 


Al-Malakal, Threshold to Jungali 


The flight from Khartoum to al-Malakal takes 2 and a half hours. At the end, one 
arrives at al-Malakal airport, where one can find the headquarters of the Egyptian 











Irrigation Department in al-Malakal, the Nile \Jater Authority, without a guide. 

No one does not know the Egyptian Irrigation headquarters, which have been there 
for a very long time and are almost the focal point or axis around which all of 
al-Malakal has been built. The Egyptian irrigation buildings in al-Malakal have 
assumed a decrepit form, and the rich gardens, which were full of mango, orange, 
lemon and grapefruit trees, have been exposed to drought, some of them wilting 
away and others remaining, but without fruit. The venerable luxurious rest house 
has started to lose its pristine splendor. There are numerous complaints about 
the shortage of gasoline to run the electric plants, and therefore people econo- 
mize in the use of electricity, living in darkness from 2300 hours in the evening 
and bearing extreme heat and temperature, which reaches 45 degrees, without fans, 
They are here to perform an extremely serious mission: they are the men who cover 
the upper Nile throughout their years of work in al-Malakal, observing the measure- 
ments of the Nile on a daily basis. These measurements are innumerable, but it is 
very necessary to make them in order to ascertain the discharges of the rivers, 
inlets and tributaries and the changes that occur in them from moment to moment. 
The men go out on long trips on riverboats and Land Rovers, spending days and 
nights in the forests and thickets to return with the figures to show the measure- 
ments of the Nile in all locations. Here they represent a great Egyptian comun- 
ity which takes the place of an Egyptian consulate in every respect. 


The inhabitants of al-Malakal belong to the al-Shaluk tribe, which is one of the 
most powerful tribes in the southern Sudan. Its leader is called al-makk. He is 
one of the grandchildren of al-makk Nimr, whom the early explorers of the Nile 
met, describing him as an extremely wretched leader, to whom all the members ot 
the tribe owed allegiance and obedience. He lives on an island which is about 70 
kilometers from al-Malakal and his adherents visit him en masse from time to time, 
whenever he invites them, holding parties and banquets for them on many occasions. 


The al-makk does not remain ensconced in his island, far from his subjects; rather, 
he travels over all the areas in which they live. He himself is an ordinary person 
who wears local clothing; he puts a feather on his head which distinguishes him 
from the rest of his subjects. He lives in a modest hut, Like the rest of the 
citizens, and is selected in an extremely strange way. His subjects do not let 

him be sick at all. As soon as the man is afflicted by any ailment, his subjects 
meet, remove him and appoint another al-makk in his place! 


The al-makk has great influence; his statements are listened to, and every demand 
comes to him. He is ve’! “nom to all officials in the Sudan, and he is officially 
invited to attend pirti ; the same formalities are *eid for him that are held 

for /national/ leaders. 


The system of tribes in southern Sudan still exists. The makeup of the Sudanese 

people consists of viober of identities; there are about 600 tribes, making up 

about 56 tribal «*»;) and speaking 93 languaces. The most famous of these tribes 

are the al-Dinja, tie al-Shaluk and the Umazu. Each tribal eroup is concentrated 

in a broad area which is sometimes confined to one of the provinces of the south 

but may extend to other provinces. The three tribes are tribes of the sovth cen- i 
tral Sudan, Each of these tribes has its own customs and traditions, its courts 
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and its leaders. The al-Shaluk tribe, for instance, has a court that meets every 
day in front of the Egyptian irrigation building, beneath an old tree on the banks 
of the White Nile; every day it reviews judgment on many cases, cases of personal 
status, theft, fraud, and the plunder of crops. The judge has the right to con- 
demn the guilty party to a flogging or to imprisonment for 6 months. These courts 
carry out their verdicts at once, in the middle of the road. They permitted us to 
attend one of their sessions, but they allowed no photographs: their reasonine 
was that most of the litigants were women, and there was absolutely no reason to 
show the women's pictures in the papers. 


The members of these tribes, for the most part, speak three languages--English, 
Arabic and local dialects, 


Life in al-Malakal is still inching forward in an attempt to shed its devastatin: 
backwardness, Many inhabitants are at a subsistence level and contribute to the 
manpower to a limited degree. Most of the inhabitants are shepherds, fishermen 
and merchants who bring in necessary commodities from Khartoum or from Kusti. 
Their shops are small and made of wood, and heaped up before them are stacks of 
corn, the main basic crop on which most of the inhabitants live and from which 
they make bread and al-marisah and al-'asaliyah, two types of alcoholic beverases 
on which, however, many of the inhabitants of al-Malakal depend as 2 main food 
throughout the day. 


Fruit, vegetables, eggs and meat are rare commodities. ‘hen they are to be found, 
their prices are extremely high. In general the shops are totally out of these 
commodities, because of the difficulty of bringing them from Khartoum. 


The average population density in the al-Malakal area is remarkably low, totalling 
about four persons per square kilometer, although the population increase in al- 
Malakal and the Sudan in general ranges from 2.8 to 3.2 percent, which is high, 

of course. In spite of that, there is underpopulation relative to the area and 
natural resources in the Sudan in general; more than half its population Lives on 
about 14 percent of the country's total area, and about 92 percent live in rural 
areas; 78 percent are in villages, "hillat,'’ 14 percent are nomads, and inhabitants 
of towns account for about 8 percent. 


The excavation of the Junqali canal has had a direct effect on the population of 
al-Malakal. Many young people have started converging on the south in search of 
work with the French company which is carrying out the project, having heard that 
it “ives good wages, and is teaching new occupations to the people in the south. 
Along with this drive in search of work, some merchants are surging forth in the 
quest to gain a living from the project site, and some 2dventurers have rushed in 
to find opportunities and obtain the refuse from the camps which the French have 
put up there. All of these groups have found opportunities for themselves, al- 
though the opportunities are not so great as to accommodate all the people conver:- 
ing on the project site! 


A Land Rover owned by the company carrying out the project transported us from al- 
Malakal, covering the distance between al-Malakal and the mouth of the Sobat in 
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half an hour. The vehicle carries radio equipment which can connect you to the 
project site, al-Malakal and Khartoum. The view on both sides of the road is rep- 
etitious in a manner that inspires boredom: abandoned huts of shepherds and tis..- 
ermen spread about in the midst of the dry land, black crows circline overhead, 
croaking in a constant, irksome manner, cattle wanderin: about among the yellow 
shrubs in search of green stalks or a dror of water, children climbing trees, 
women Sitting down in the shade of the trees, carrying jugs of water which they 
bring from the river, or standing in front of a mortar, crushing corn in it to 
make al-marisah, and men driving flocks of sheep, setting off to the river in 
search of water, or resting under the trees in search of protection from the hect 
of the sun. Finally, you reach the site of the mouth of the Sobat, an area of ex- 
treme heat which is situated about 50 kilometers south cf al-Malakal on the ninth 
latitude. There the temperature comes to 45, sometimes 47, the moisture in the 
air is high, and the dry growth turns green as one approaches the intersection of 
the two rivers, the White Nile and the Sobat, over which hover birds and flocks 

of sparrows and crows, The crows come to clean up the garbage in the company 
camp, and the sparrows nest in a cluster of trees that make up the company camp. 


Shepherds converge on the area with their Livestock in the search for water and 
fodder in the drought season. A smell that is a mixture of carnations and the 
spices of the tropics comes seeping into your nostrils, although many of these 
plants have withered away a long time ago, as you learn later, thouzh they still 
exude their aromas! 


In the camp there is a rest house which the French company has prepared for the 
Evyptian party's visitors to the project. ‘Amm Khamis, the rest house cook, greets 
you with a sweet smile, asking you about Dr ‘Abd-al-Hadi Samahah, and how he is. 
‘Amm Khamis has been working with Egyptian Irrigation in the Sudan for 30 years, 
and he knows every Egyptian who has worked in the Sudan. He provides you with 
100 percent Egyptian meals. ‘Amm Khamis remembers the past Longingly--times when 
lO eggs cost half a Sudanese piaster, a pound of meat was 2 piasters, a liter of 
milk was half a piaster, and a Sudenese lamb was 10 piasters. He says, ‘Those 
were the days, but inflation has taken over and the population has grown larec. 
Al-Malakal is in a state of backwardness, but our lord will bring it relief after 
the canal is dug and good things come," 


Between the Two Rivers 


On the east bank of the Sobat River, which lies to the east of the company camp, 

a group of fishermen and shepherds are living about 190 meters from the river at 
this point. The fishermen sing many songs repeatedly and light fires in the dry 
erass left over from the drought, on which they barbecue fish and cook their meals. 
The children dive down into the Sobat River like sharks, draw out nets full of 

fish and pull them to shore, 


here the two rivers meet between the two branches of the White Nile there is a 

small green island with no name. The shepherds pass over it with their livestock 
in search of fodder and water in the drought season. The season has been delayec; 
the rains were supposed to start at the first of May, but they were delayed until 
5 May, and the island was therefore packed with herds of Livestock and shepherds? 
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Therefore the shepherds there were in a state of intense sorrow, 21) waitin: 
anxiously for the rainfall. Most of them looked to the sky and kept sayin: ‘It 
will be pouring soon."" If a storm rages, they give cries of joy, for they can 
smell the odor of rain in it! 


The island, as I said, is not large but, in the view of the shepherds, it repre- 
sents a liferaft for the livestock, with which they flee there from the savannah 
area and the dry plains lying on the west bank of the Sobat. These lands and 
plains are crossed by the Junqali Canal for a distance of 360 kilometers from the 
mouth of the Sobat to Bor. No one can give you a sure figure on the number of 
feddans which this area covers, but there are people who guess that it is in ex- 
cess of a million feddans. Before the Junqali canal crossed it, growing was re- 
stricted to the west bank of the Sobat River on the east and the east bank of the 
White Nile to the west. It extends to the south to the east of Bahr al-Zarraf 
and Bahr al-Jabal, then stops at the tropical swamps generated by the Bahr al- 
Jabal and Bahr al-Zarraf! 


Massive areas of plains and savanna lands called highlands are used by all their 
inhabitants, in the form of nomadic shepherds, only in the rainy season, when ver- 
dure issues forth from the little trees that appeared in the dry season to have 
turned red, and which lost all life. The green shrubs cover enormous areas farth- 
er than the eye can see. The shepherds dig wells in which they store up rainwater, 
and some of them are anxious to plant seeds of corn over very meager areas of land, 
leaving it to grow spontaneously without the least effort or care, then getting a 
sustenance from it for the remaining days of the year. This is known as rainwater 
farming, which is very minor and is planted over narrow areas by individual effort, 
and only the people who engage in it benefit from it! 


Life spreads out over these plains with a rich green in the season of rain, or the 
"fall," as they call it here, a season which begins at the beginning of May every 
year and ends after 7 months, that is, at the end of November. 


People here are familiar with only two seasons in the year, the summer, which 
lasts 5 months, and the fall, which lasts 7 months. 


The speed with which these plains turn green inspires one's amazement; the green 
color rushes through the trees as soon as water seeps into their roots. The speed 
at which these shrubs and trees go yellow also prompts one's amazement; the rain 
hardly stops before “he yellow rushes into the limbs of the trees and hedges, the 
ground becomes cracked, the plains turn into something resembling a parched desert, 
and the water the shepherds have started to collect begins to evaporate as a result 
of the rise in the heat of the sun. The shepherds can find no way to live except 
to migrate toward the lands of al-Tuj adjacent to the course of Bahr al-Zarraf and 
Bair al-Jabal and the areas of the tropical swamps. They withdraw their livestock 
and possessions, and proceed toward those lands, traversing hundreds of miles of 
territory which has been afflicted by drought, walking on foot as if they vere 
striking an arid desert in which there were ne plants or water! 


eh ¥ 


The lives of the citizens here does not settle in any state at all except durin: 
the rain seasons, or alongside the rivers. In this area, the citizens do not know 
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a trade or craft off which they can live, except for the tending of cattle and 
soats, in addition to catching fish and some animals and land birds whose eat 
they eat and whose hides they deal in. Therefore their villages are alvays in a 
state of migration and dissolution. Villages among them are known as “hillahs,’ 
that is, places in which they reside, and they build them in the form of vroups of 
huts whose roofs assume conical form as protection against rain, which they make 
from reeds which grow wild in the midst of the shrubs in the plains, which they 
always find before the rain season, so they can carry it and throw its old refuse 
into the river. If floods come, on their way down from the highlands of Ethiopia 
or Uganda, hundreds of islands of reeds and waste appear on the surface of the 
rivers, progressing to the north, without letup until the speed of the current of 
the water drags them down and they seep down into the bottom! 

Cattle, or "bajar,'' as they call them there, are the main resource of the popule- 
tion, and their lives are based on them totally. They use their milk t 

the year, and they considered them the main form of currency in which they concret 
trausactions among themselves. The dowry of a bride is 10 cattle. They rarely 
deal in money; indeed, some of them to this very day will not accept it and co ret 
trust it. For this reason, they put cattle in an exalted position, protect the, 
are anxious to provide them with pasture land, and cover great distances in search 
for sources of water for them, for fear of drought, lest any of them perish. 


NrOUCHRO| 


‘hen the work site on the Junqali Cana! project was chosen at the mouth of 

Sobat River, the original inhabitants took the event with the utmost reservatiors. 
They withdrew from the work site and the main camp the French company carrying out 
the project erected, standing off at a distance, observing the situation--tremend- 
ous machines, installations, numerous villas constructed on an area of land near 
the mouth of the Sobat River, vehicles coming and coine, Nile boats crossin= the 
Sobat River on their way to Kusti to return with gasoline, equipment, readyvmade 
housing, and spare parts which reach them via Port Sudan. 


The activity drew their attention, and they started to approach it, to see what 
these people were doing on their land. They paused to contemplate the camp, or 
the main town at the Sobat River, as it was being erected. Some of them did not 
believe what was happening, while others thought that they were new invaders 
especially since they had observed among them dozens of "sringos,"' whose red 
stood out. However, what amazed them most intensely were the giant machines 
started to erect at the start of the excavation, at a distance of 150 meters fror 
the mouth of the Sobat. The company decided to perform the excavation from the 
mouth to the source. Thus its equipment started crins north to south, Like a per- 
son soing backwards, preceded by two teams--a team removinz trees, crass, and ec 
stalks over a width of 100 meters along the route connecting the Sobat to Bor, 
the 360-kilometer length of the canal, followed by another team, called the >.’ 
dozer team, preparing the route before the giant excavator, which consisted of a 
massive machine known as rotary scoop excavator. The idea behind that is the sare 
as that of the old Egyptian water wheel. It moves forward with its great sizc, 
digging the canal by the scoops which precede it, and which reach a toverine 
height, in excess of 50 meters, digging up the ground in a semicircular fashion, 
carrying the dirt from the course of the canal and throwing it on the east bank 

of the canal, to establish a dirt road 50 meters wide and 360 kilometers !onc. 


ae 
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The diameter of the rotary scoop is about 50 meters. It is a massive machine 

which is more than 50 meters wide. Before, it worked in Pakistan, then was brought 
in disassembled to be reassembled on the territory of the Sudan to excavate the 
canal, With all its parts, it is to be considered a mobile city in the real sense 
of the word; in its annexes to it there are rest houses, dining areas, and places 
where the workers spend their time off work and sleep. 


The giant machine excavating the canal works in three shifts, each one of S hours, 
or a full 24 hours, night and day. In the night a tremendous amount of search- 
lights light the land around it. It excavates almost 350 meters of the canal chan- 
nel every 24 hours, that is, about 1 kilometer every 3 days, Alongside it is a 
mobile camp, which advances along with it as it moves forward. The mobile camp 
has reached Kilometer 115 of the canal, while the work so far has advanced a dis- 
tance of approximately 240 kilometers. They estimate that the end of the excava- 
tion of the entire canal will come in July 1985. Some French engineers supervis- 
ing the project assert that they will finish the work several months before that 
date. They say that they are outracing time, making up for previous delay, and 
will reach the mouth of the canal, at Bor, next March or April 1985 /sic/. There- 
fore, they are now preparing to move the mobile camp from Kilometer 115 to Kilo- 
meter 240, that is, 120 kilometers short of the canal mouth. They say that that 
will be the camp's last move. Along the road from the mouth of the Sobat to the 
forward worksites, one can spot the signs of the old mobile camp which they moved 
forward with the progress in the excavation to the south. As soon as the camp is 
moved forward, the natives’ communities move in to occupy the site the camp had 
been erected on, exploiting the wells the company drilled to store water, search- 
ing the waste left by the camp for something that can be of use to them. Many are 
the things they find in this refuse! 


The main camp at the Sobat still stands as it was; it is the main camp, which the 
company carrying out the project has adopted as its headquarters. [It has been 
erected in the form of a town or modern village on the French Riviera. It has 
been outfitted with every form of modern recreational equipment known to the mind, 
readymade dwellings outfitted with air conditioners, comfortable furniture, 
kitchens and video equipment. A swimming pool, club, firing range, tennis courts, 
and areas for horseback riding have been erected in it, broken up by gardens of 
the greatest splendor, and, in the middle, a supermarket offering goods and commod- 
ities imported directly from France. They move the life of Paris, with all the 
luxuries it entails, to the heart of the forests in order to help 55 French fami- 
lies, who are all the families of the French people working in the camp, in addi- 
tion to a single Egyptian family, that of Eng Ahmad ‘Ali al-Ma'sarawi, the clerk 
of the executive manager of the project for the Egyptian party, and a Sudanese 
family, that of Eng Muhammad al-Amin, the executive director of the project on 
behalf of the Sudan. 


They have prepared suitable housing in the camp for 50 Pakistani workers whose as- 
sistance they are using on the job. They have also built a large hillah for the 
Sudanese workers close to the camp; this is inhabited by about 800 southern Sudan- 
ese workers with their families. 
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The main camp has a large group of shops, spare parts warehouses and desalination 
plants. 


At the beginning, the company met with difficulty in finding southern Sudanese 
workers whose assistance it could use. It continued to experiment for 5 years un- 
til it came up with a group of about 1,000 workers who liked their work, were 
trained at it, were proficient at it and became permanent employees of the company. 
The per capita wage in their case ranges from 150 to 300 Sudanese pounds--a larce 
amount for a young person who has spent his life fishing and working as 2 shepherd 
and has not dealt with money. [In addition, it is a great opportunity to train a 
large number of people from the south in different technical jobs, mechanical, 
electrical, automobile and bulldozer repair, and equipment handling. The large 
excavator digging out the canal is now driven by a Sudanese worker who receives 
300 Sudanese pounds per month. The giant bulldozer is driven by the same worker. 
Sudanese workers work on the enormous crane, along with some French technicians 
and recently graduated Sudanese engineers. The company's shops are considered a 
school or university which has graduated good personnel from the south. The new 
work has imparted a new quality of life to the citizen of the south. He has 
started removing his traditional clothing and wearing shirts and trousers, and 
changing many of his habits, and beds have come into the huts. The type of food 
that the citizens of the Sobat area eat has changed; they have become acquainted 
with different types of fruit, vegetables, and canned goods they were not familiar 
with. The same picture applies to the citizens of al-Malakal, which is close to 
the site of the mouth of the Sobat. The merchants there transport their coods and 
travel to the site. They have opened new shops full of various foodstuffs, sugar, 
tea, razor blades, toothpaste, and colorful domestic clothing alongside jeans, 
Hawaiian shirts, light shoes and colored caps. They have promoted their coods, 
and the people working on the canal have started to snatch them up with ereat 
speed, encouraging them to further activity in bringing goods from the north to 
the south. 


The giant excavator is proceeding to the south, bringing a ray of Light and ne 
life to the people in these areas. People's throbbing hearts, viewing the process 
of the excavation of the canal warily, have started to accept it. Im the past 
season, rainwater started to fill the 240-kilometer stretch that has been excavated 
from the Sobat. The shepherds have abandoned the habit of migrating to the al-Tuj 
lands near the river. They have set their villages along the two banks of the 
Canal, huts of al-qatati (plural of al-qatiyah) have started to appear, livestock 
have started to come down to the course of the canal to bathe and drink the water 
which remained in it from the rains of the past season, and in addition the citi- 
zens have started frequenting the canal without reservation; men, women and child- 
ren have gone down to it to bathe, wash their clothes and fill up their urns. All 
in all, the excavation of the canal has created something like a revolution in the 
lives of the inhabitants of the area, and their sufferings during the drought 
season have started gradually to be alleviated. Some of them are intending to sow 
the land in the current rain season over a broad area with corn, which they are 
now able to ship from al-Malakal and Khartoum now that the overland road and the 
shipping channel have been made available, overcoming the problem of expensive 
transportation which prevented many people from thinking of rainfall farming, 
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because of exorbitant transportation costs. Transportation by truck from the 
Sobat to Khartoum costs 1,000 pounds, thé road is rough, it takes the driver 3 
days to reach Khartoum from al-Malakal. In addition, the area is suffering from a 
shortage of fuel, because of its remoteness from Kusti and Khartoun. 


The road to Jungali, Bor, then Juba in the south to Namli on the Uganda border 
has also been readied, at a width of 50 meters up to Bor, then 20 meters to Namli?t 


New projects have started flashing in many people's heads. Everyone who owns land 
has started today to think of using it, and it is now within reach of a new water- 
way, which crosses dry land and has caused them to abandon nomadic movement. Some 
people have set up cattle pens near the pasture land and have started to organize 
their lives on a basis of stability. The project itself has taken the agricultur- 
al and social development projects of the inhabitants of the area into considera- 
tion; $18 million have been allocated to them, and the executive agency of the 
National Development Projects Council in the Junqali area is planning integrated 
development projects in the project area so that the canal may always be a source 
of water and life, providing stability for the citizens in the area so that they 
can make use of the millions of feddans of pastureland, which make up the high and 
middle Lands throughout the year and develop the area situated between the canal 
and Bahr al-Zarraf. In addition, the canal will be a tremendous source of fish re- 
sources, which local inhabitants who live near the course of the canal will bene- 
fit from. 


School buildings, cooperative societies and main utilities have started to appear 
on the banks of the canal, as part of the development projects in the area. 


Movement is unceasing all the length of the Jungali Canal. Eng Saghayrun al-Zayn, 
Sudanese minister of irrigation, visits the area from time to time, as does Eng 
Kamal ‘Ali, director of the Nile Water Department in the Sudanese Ministry of [Irri- 
gation. The Egyptian engineer, Mr Amin Muhammadayn, is a human shuttle who travels 
about the area from Cairo to Khartoum then Sobat to the jobsites on the project in 
the company of the Sudanese engineer Bakhit Makki. Ahmad ‘Ali al-Ma'sarawi, the 
Egyptian deputy general manager of the project, is unceasingly active; he covers 
hundreds of miles per day to reach the jobsites, sympathetically inspecting its 
progress, with the engineer from the French company, as does Dr Muhammad al-Amin, 
the executive manager of the project for the Sudanese party. Cooperation amonz 
all parties is great. Egyptian Irrigation in al-Malakal works behind the project 
in total silence, gives it all its effort. Eng ‘Adil ‘Abd-al-Khalig, the director 
seneral of Egyptian irrigation in al-Malakal, does not hesitate to provide every 
facility for the company for the sake of the progress of the work, and by his side 
is a group of young but fully experienced engineers. It is a true picture of the 
sreat cooperation that is taking place among all parties on the part of the repre- 
sentative of the French company there, Eng Capchot, the supervisine manacer of the 
project, and Ens Cooley, who fas taken the place of a French colleague of his who 
fell ill with cholera, went to Paris and died there after spending more than 2 
years on the project site. 


Cooley asserts that the project is now proceeding at rocket speed, that the 
Sudanese workers are progressing in a noteworthy manner in their work, and thet 


66 














the canal, when work on it is completed, will provide the Sudan with an army 
skilled technicians who will be able to work on any project resemblinse the 
Canal in any area of the world, and will honor the Sudan with their performance 
tomorrow in any area they go to. 


In addition, the great Nile, which Alan Moorehead, in his book ‘The White Nile,’ 
described as appearing to be intractable to chanse, is today flowing as it always 
was accustomed to flow, constantly renewing itself from year to year and century 
to century, an endless flow of warm, life-giving water, crossing half of Africa, 
from the Equator to the Mediterranean, and still is the greatest river on the sur- 
face of the earth! 


This great Nile has started to regain life with the first siens of intecration 
between Egypt and the Sudan, creating new channels for itself to save the water 

it loses for the sake of the Sudanese and Egyptian people, overcoming the defiance 
of the numerous rivers, errant tributaries and streams that to this day are still 
a bewildering enigma to everyone who explores these enchanting areas which are 
situated in the forests of the southern Sudan! 


The Egyptian Bridge over the Sobat Is a Link between Khartoum and the Uganda Border 


You hardly cover the distance of about 50 kilometers from al-Malak2l to the source 
of the Sobat when your road is obstructed, if you want to go to the land of the 
Jungqali Canal project, by the Sobat River, which is more than 50 meters wide. [f 
you want to pass over with your car to the west bank of the Sobat River to contin- 
ue your progress to the south, you have to get on a boat which will transport your 
car and for that you must pay a large sum. 


All people who travel from al-Malakal to the south did that up till this May. They 
would ship their cars, goods, baggage and livestock across the river on boats 
drawn by large barges designed for that, and that would double the cost of trans- 
portation and stretch out the time of the trip. 


At a meeting which took place between Marshal ‘Abd-al-Halim Abu Ghazalah and 
Joseph Lagu, the vice president of the Sudan, agreement was reached that the 
Egyptian armed forces would build a bridge over the Sobat River near the area of 
the mouth to link up the two banks of the river. 


A few days after that agreement, a team of Egyptian armed forces engineers arrived 
in the Sudan, with segments of the bridge. The seerents arrived via Port “Sudan 
and were transported to Kusti by railway, then by boat to the site at the mouth 

of the Sobat. 


The Egyptian armed forces started their work immediately. They completed assemb- 
ling the bridge 48 hours after its arrival, trucks, people and livestock started 
to pass over the bridge 3 days after its assembly, and the Sudanese armed forces 
started training in the disassembly and assembly of the bridge. That tock about 
a month. 


The Egyptian armed forces left large amounts of spare parts for the bridge close 
by it, and the Sudanese armed forces took charge of guarding the bridge and 
the equipment. 
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Joseph Lagu, the vice president of the Sudan, inaugurated the bridge 2 davs before 
we reached the site of it. 


The citizens in the area have been happy over the construction of the brid-e, 
which saves them the hardship of crossing the river by boats and tugs. The people 
rapidly gathered there and started to erect a large "hillah,'' village, across from 
the bridge, alongside which a large market was immediately set up, and the area 
became active and pulsating with life at amazing speed! 


This is to be considered one of the most important bridges in the Sudan nov. An 
overland route links al-Malakal to Khartoum, and before the bridge was built a 
person traveling fron: Khartoum, on arriving in al-Malakal, had to wait a month in 
al-Malakal to be able to cross the river to the road leading to Jungqali, Bur, Juba 
and Namli on the Sudanese-Uganda border in the far south of the Sudan. ‘With the 
assembly of the bridge and the construction of a dirt road east of the Junqgali 
Canal, Khartoum has become linked by an overland route which brings the traveler 
from Khartoum directly to Namli. 


Joseph Lagu said that he would ask Marshal Abu Ghazalah to set up three other 
bridges over the Sobat River for the same purpose, so that the flow of traffic of 
goods, vehicles and livestock would be streamlined and the southern Sudan would 
be Linked with an assured overland route throughout the year. 


It is worth mentioning that the Egyptian armed forces are now building a big 
hospital in Juba, as a gift to the Sudan. 


The Junqali Canal: What Egypt's Share of It Is, and What the Sudan's Share Is 


The Jungali Canal project is being carried out by the government of the Sudan, 
now that the government of Egypt and the Sudan have given their agreement to it, 
and the Joint Permanent Nile Water Technical Authority is supervising its con- 
struction. 


The capacity of the Jungqali Canal will total 25 million cubic meters a day on the 
average, The overall length of the canal is 360 kilometers, from Bor, the capital 
of Jungali, in the south, to the intersection of the canal and the Sobat River. 

The total volume of the canal excavation will come to 100 million cubic meters. 

The elevation in drop in the canal varies from 7 to 12.5 centimeters per kilometer, 
the width of the canal bottom ranges from 28 to 50 meters, and the depth comes to 
4 to 7 meters. 


The Junqali Canal was designed to be navigable, while the eastern side of the 
canal will be used as a leveled dirt road, and boat harbors will be erected along 
the length of the canal, as well as places to receive the boats. There are cross- 
ings in the form of ferries and bridges to facilitate the movement of citizens, 
animals and vehicles between the two banks of the canal. 


In the second stage of the nroject, the canal will be expanded to accommodate 43 
million cubic meters a day. 











The facilities to be built on the canal consist of the intake barrages at Kor, 

the shipping Lock, and the modification work on the entrance to the canal, as well 
as modification work at the end of the canal where it meets the Sobat River. The 
intake barrage will be built of reinforced concrete and iron gates and will have 
10 penstocks, 4 meters in diameter each; the balance in each penstock will be made 
independently. 


The length of the shipping channel is 125 meters, its width is 22 meters, to ac- 
coumodate the passage of a tug and four lighters 19 by 1.8 cubic meters, and it is 
built of reinforced concrete. 


The iron work consists of the construction of a movable bridge in the rear part of 
the channel; in addition, three bridges and 12 ferries will be set up in areas 
where the citizens are concentrated, to facilitate their passage between the east 
and west banks of the canal. The protective work necessary to drain the water 
flowing from the eastern plains and small streams connected to the canal route 
will be planned for. 


Estimates of the project costs on the basis of 1978 prices, come to about 92 mil- ' 
lion pounds, which will be paid equally by the Sudan and Egypt. Of that, 14.7 

million pounds will be for the canal facilities, 43.5 million pounds for excavation 
activities, 18 million pounds for de «lopment projects in the project area, and 

15.8 million pounds in reserves. 


In July 1976 contract was made with the French company executing the project to 
excavate the canal by means of rotary scoops with the aid of other auxiliary ex- 
cavation equipment. In September 1976, the design work was assigned to a group 
of Dutch consulting firms, 


By 1 March 1983, 51 million cubic meters of the total excavated volume of the 
canal, which comes to 1 million cubic meters, were completed. Excavation of it 
is to be completed altogether in the middle of 1985; as regards the canal facili- 
ties, the engineering designs have been completed, and the awards will be an- 
nounced in the middle of this year, 1983. 


One can summarize the economic and social benefits of the Junqali Canal project 
as follows: 


The provision of additional water amounting to about 5 billion cubic fect at 
al-Malakal, to be shared equally by Egypt and the Sudan. Thus Egypt's share of 

it will be about 1.5 billion, to be used for agricu.tural expansion. It is well 
known that Egypt's share of the water of the Nile has been 55 billion cubic meters 
a year up to now, 


The canal will be a permanent source of water, providing stability for citizers 
so that they can use the millions of feddans of pasture located in the hich and 
middle territories throughout the year. 


The canal will protect the plains situated between the canal and Bahr al-Zarraif, 
including the area of Fanjak, from flood disasters. 
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The Jungali project will prepare for the development of the area situated between 
the canal and Bahr al-Zarraf, 


The canal will be used for shipping; as a result, the distance boats travel from 
al-Malakal to Juba will be reduced by about 300 kilometers, 


The canal will be a new source of fish resources, to be used by the local inhab- 
itants living near the course of the canal, 


he project will represent a springboard for the resurvence of agricultural devel- 
opment, in terms of plants and livestock both, and industrial development in this 


part of the Sudan, bringing about integrated economic and social development in 
the national context, 


11887 
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SUDAN 


CONTROVERSY OVER SUDANESE JOURNALISTS EXPOSED 
London AL-DUSTUR in Arabic No 282, 18 Apr 83 p 27 
[Article: "An Appeal To End The Mistreatment of Sudanese Journalists” ] 


[Text] The elected legitimate board of the Sudanese Journalists’ Union 
appealed to the individual Arab unions and to the General Union of Arab 
Journalists to establish a permanent committee under the auspices of the 
General Union to investigate the developments in the Sudanese Journalists Union 
issue and to take the necessary steps to end the injustices which were meted 
out to the elected board of the union. 


The Union's legitimate board presented a memorandum to that effect to the 
Permanent Office of the General Union of Arab Journalists during its fourth 
meeting held recently in Algeria. The memorandum stated the following: 


The issue of the Sudanese Journalists’ Union is no longer a secret so we do 
not feel it is necessary to provide you with its details. But, as part of 
our responsibility as members of this office, we would like to make you aware 
of the new developments that took place since the third meeting in Baghdad. 

In that meeting an initiative was made--in our absence--by the Egyptian 
Journalists’ Union to settle matters between the Sudanese Union and the 
regime in Sudan. 


Our response since the news of theinitiative reached us has been that our firm 
position, as stated in the union communique issued in Khartoum in April 1982, 
is that the authorities drop all oppressive, unconstitutional and illegal 
measures which it has taken against the union and its legitimate bureau 
recognized by the Arab Journalists" Union during tue fifth meeting of the 
general secretariat, held in Rome 5 October 1981. The general secretariat 
examined a report prepared by the fact-finding delegation which had been sent 
to the Sudan. The delegation was formed in accordance with a decision taken 
by the permanent office of the Arab Journalists’ Union during its meeting 

in the Tunisian capital. 


Developments which occurred were completely a continuation of the methods of 
repressing and frightening union members. At the end of last year, Sudanese 
authorities arbitrarily fired seven union members, who consequently lost 

their jobs and rights, including their right to travel abroad to look for work. 
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The names of these colleagues are: Al-Baqir ‘Umar, al-Sayyid ‘Asim Wadidi, 
"Abd-al-Hafiz ‘Abbas, al-Fatih Yahya Muhammad, Hashim Yasin, Hasan Ahmad ‘Ali, 
and Bilqis Husayn. 


In an attempt to implement the policy of the carrot and the stick, preparing 
to amend the constitution of the Sudanese Journalists’ Union, to give 

their supporter's on opportunity to gain control of the union, the authorities 
have started hinting at a cheap benefit for the journalists, a piece of land 
and a loan for the construction of a house on it, to be distributed. 
Interestingly by editors-in-chief who lost the last union election, thereby 
bribing the press institutions, although Housing Department has jurisdiction 
over this matter. 


The Sudanese Journalists Union drew up a list of all the Sudanese journalists 
who work abroad; there are 122, mostly in the Gulf area. The union's aim, in 
response to an initiative by these same journalists, is to develop the skills 
of these journalists and provide them with the opportunity to participate in 
the conferences held by the Arab Journalists Union and its related agencies 
and other press associations. 1. The Sudanese authorities no sooner became 
aware of this than they started 2. preparing for a conference to be held in 
Khartoum for the Sudanese journalists working abroad, 3. in order to 
counteract our union's objectives and to achieve two disparate goals. 


Their goals are: 1) To fleece the journalists of a part of their monthly 
income because most of them have refused to pay a 10 percent tax which the 
authorities have imposed on more than one million Sudanese working abroad. 
2) To win the journalists to their side since, on the one hand, through 
their influencial writings, the journalists have persuaded the Sudanese 
working abroad to refrain from paying the tax and have proved its illegitimacy. 
On the other hand, the Sudanese regime has always complained about this 
concentrated presence in the foreign press and the negative effect which its 
exposure of Sudanese policy has. Therefore, the conference is an attempt 

to "brain wash" many journalists and a trap to prevent many of them from 
leaving the country. The regime has already contacted some of the 
journalists working abroad and threatened to refrain from renewing their 
passports should they decline to attend the conference. 


We gratefully acknowledge the honest and firm stand of the Arab Journalists 
Union towards the vicious attacks against our union since 1981; however, 

with the escalation of attacks against us, this support for ethical and moral 
solidarity is not sufficient. The support should be pragmatically stronger 
and effectively felt in such a way that the Sudanese authorities cannot 
disregard it. 


In light of the aforementioned remarks, we would like to request the 
following: 


This memorandum should be recorded as one of the documents of the fourth 
meeting of the Arab Journalists’ Union, circulated to all unions and published 
widely. 
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No participation by any union or associated individual in the aforementioned 
conference. 


The rejection of any compromise with respect to the issue of the Sudanese 
Journalists Union adherence to its communique issued in Khartoum on 

25 May 82, and confirmation that the present board has sole legitimacy. The 
Arab Union and its general secretariat should take the necessary measures to 
assist the board in playing its role within the General Union's framework, 
and should provide it with adequate resources to expand the activity of its 
office established abroad to protect and defend the rights of expatriate 
Sudanese journalists and oppressed journalists abroad. 


Convening of a meeting for Sudanese journalists who work in the non-Sudanese 
press, whose agenda should be set up by consultation with the legitimate 
board of the Union. 


The granting of support to the journalists who were fired recently as well 
as those who were unjustly dismissed from their jobs since January 1981. 
The Union should provide jobs in press institutions abroad for those who 
are willing to leave the Sudan. Since job opportunities are almost nil in 
the few press agencies which are not state-owned in the Sudan. 


The formation of a permanent committee charged with the pursuance of the case 
of the Sudanese Journalist Union since it is one of the professional and 

union issues which has obligated the General Union of the Arab Journalists to 
discuss it in great detail during the past three years--without resolving it-- 
and since this issue now has become a point of challenge between the regime 

in the Sudan and this esteemed and respected Arab institution. Therefore, 

the proposed committee should adopt the required measures to put an end to 

the gross injustice inflicted upon the union and its members. 


12188 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


ISLAMIC MOVEMENT LEADER RELEASED--Skanes, (TAP)--On 8 July, President Habib Bour- 

guiba conferred with Prime Minister Mohamed Nzali in his office in the Skanes 

Palace. The meeting dealt with administrative and political matters. In this 

regard, the chief of state signed a number of laws and decrees. The president of 

the republic has decided on the release, for reasons of health, of Abdelfattah . 
Mourou and his assignation to forced residence in his home. The prime minister 

stated that the president of the republic's gesture was, without a doubt, a human- 

itarian one. [Excerpts] [Tunis LE TEMPS in French 9 Jul 83 pp 1, 2] 


CSO: 4500/242 
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BAHRAIN 


TOP OFFICIALS EMPHASIZE NEED TO BRING EGYPT BACK TO ARAB CAMP 
Cairo UKTUBAR in Arabic no 346, 12 Jun 83 pp 16-18 


Article by Mariyam Rubin: "Bahrain's Minister of Foreign Affairs Says, ‘We Are 
Trying To Restore Relations between Egypt and the Arab World' "| 


Excerpts | When I met al-Shaykh Muhammad ibn Mubarak, Bahrain's minister of 
foreign affairs, he asked me about Egypt's conditions and about Egypt's news 
eagerly and with a sense of longing that was mixed with worry. As we sipped our 
Arabic coffee, he began singing the praises of Egypt. He told me, "Without 
exception, we all love Egypt and the Egyptians. We hope from the bottom of our 
hearts that we meet soon in Cairo. Relations between Egypt and Bahrain are 
fraternal relations that have to do with a common history and common hopes. Such 
historical ties are industractable since Arab Egypt and Arab Bahrain have common 
hopes and aspirations and have common roots and a common history. Such relations 
cannot be weakened by any decision no matter what it is. We in Bahrain look upon 
Eyypt and the people of Egypt with much affection and appreciation. We try hard 
to make the Egyptian people happy just as the Egyptian people used all their 
capabilities to try to make us happy. These are fundamental matters that cannot 
have any bearing on any differences in political positions. All political 
developments that occurred in the area are one thing and the authentic roots that 
link our relations with each other are another. Our relations will survive and 
will not change, and our human, economic, cultural and health relations will 
continue. Although relations between the Arabs and Egypt have been somewhat 
clouded with some disputes occurring here and there, we in Bahrain believe that 
these disputes will be settled and that the Arabs and Egypt will end up in one 
rank. This is because Egypt and the Arabs share the same destiny. Without Egypt 
the condition of the Arab world is not what we hope it would be. We are 

therefore] trying to restore relations between Egypt and the Arab world, and we 
are also trying to set up the proper conditions for the Arab side and for the 
Egyptian side as well for the restoration of these relations. Such disputes 
benefit no one but our common enemy. Egypt's enemy is our enemy, and our enemy is 
Egypt's enemy." 


jahrain's minister of foreign affairs said, "I hope it is clear that Bahrain's 
relations with Egypt are fundamental relations: they are fundamental, strategic 
relations that are bilateral and Arab. Present conditions in the region proved to 
everyone that there is no alternative to Arab solidarity. What happened in 
Lebanon is only the inevitable result of Arab disputes."' 
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Bahrain's minister of foreign affairs said, "If there is Arab action to be taken, 
it must be based on the unity of the Arab rank. We in Bahrain believe in getting 
rid of Arab disputes, and we are trying to do that. Bahrain has no differences 
with any Arab country, and it does not want to enter into a dispute with anvone. 
This is because the conditions of the region and the struggle between the super- 
powers is intensifying and Israel's power is growing. It is thus imperative that 
we as Arabs work together to settle marginal and trivial disputes because our 
existence is in danger. We must do that to evoid becoming the fuel for the fire 
that would light the way for others. We also do not want to fight other people's 
wars. 


"Therefore, all conditions and events experienced in the region must be recon- 
sidered. We must try to reevaluate these conditions, and we must understand the 
conditions of every state so that no Arab country would have the right to impose 
any condition on any other Arab country. The tragedy that Lebanon went through-- 
the invasion, the occupation and the lack of action on the part of any Arab 
country--makes the case of Lebanon a terrible iesson for every Arab. What 
happened in Lebanon makes it imperative that we reconsider our evaluation of 
positions and our considerations as well. This war revealed true positions, and 
it exposed the real and shameful Arab reality. It revealed the truth about 
slogans, about the display of heroism, promises and false pledges. As Arabs we 
now have to go over our considerations, and we have to face truth and reality." 


At this point I asked the minister about Bahrain's position on the Lebanese- 
Israeli agreement. Bahrain's minister of foreign affairs replied, ‘'Bahrain's posi- 
tien stems from the official communique issued by the council of foreign 
ministers of the Gulf Cooperation Council." This is the council that the minister 
chaired. "This position is a positive position that is quite consistent with the 
official position of Lebanon and its legitimate institutions; it calls for the 
departure of [Israeli troops from Lebanese territory. Bahrain is also asking 
lepanon to abide by the charter of the Arab nations. Lebanon's president 
understood that position, and we hope that the remaining Arab countries will also 
understandit. We hope the withdrawal will be completed." 


My mext question had to do with the nature of relations between Iran and Bahrain 
in the aftermath of the destructive conspiracy that was recently discovered in 
Bahrain. 

\l-Shaykh Muhammad ibn Mubarak replied, "Bahrain's policy has always been based 


on non-intervention in the internal affairs of any country. On the other hand our 
policy is based on working for good neighborly relations with Iran. However, 


officials in Iran have assumed some unfriendly positions. Many campaigns were 
launched to cast doubts on Bahrain, and these campaigns came close to being 
lestructive conspiracies as far as Bahrain was concerned. Nevertheless, Bahrain 
has tried to set up common principles and rules for understanding instead of 
having the tension in the area escalate. What we feared did in fact happen, an 

fraternal Iraq was conpelled to enter into a destructive and regrettable war 


years ayo. Bahrain's role in the Gulf was a fraternal role: we have been trving 
to put out this fire that serves neither the interests of Iran nor those of Iraq. 
t 


This war does not serve the interests of the region either. Along with the 
countries of the region we have endured many of the troubles brought on by t! 
war, and we've tried everything to try to stop it. The most recent effects of 
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this war on the region was the awesome explosion that occurred in the oil wells 
spilling oil into] the waters of the Gulf and exposing our natural resources and 
our waters and shores to pollution. It is even making water desalination 
difficult, and this is ome of the most important sources of life in the area. 
Gulf countries did take action to reconcile _the feuding parties_, and through 
that effort some agreement was made between the Iranian and Iraqi parties. As a 
result Iran's undersecretary of the ministry of foreign affairs toured the area 
to demonstrate his country's good intentions. After that tour the ministers of 
foreign affairs of Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates went to Tehran and 
Baghdad. The outcome of these travels was growing harmony between Iranians and 
Iraqis, and this made us decide in the Gulf Cooperation Council to continue 
efforts to end this vicious war that has hurt all of us." 


I asked}, "What about Hawar Island and the outcome of Saudi mediation efforts 
between you and Qatar?" 


Bahrain's minister of foreign affairs replied, "In this critical period that all 
of us have been experiencing in this region, we al! began joining forces in an 
effort to protect ourselves from major foreign threats that are threatening all 
of us without exception. We began giving our primary and foremost attention to 
coordinating security matters among ourselves. We hope we will find solutions 
to these disputes in this climate and under those ditficult circumstances under 
which we live. Time is the best guarantor of a solution to such problems, thanks 
to the fraternal spirit and the affection that we share." 


My last question to the minister had to do with what the Gulf Cooperation 
Council, which was founded 2 years ago, had offered. I asked the minister what 
the council had offered Bahrain in particular. 


Al-Shaykh Muhammad ibn Mubarak replied confidently and enthusiastically, ‘The 
dengers that the area is experiencing have obliged us to unify our military, 
security and economic strategy. Our survival and our power can only come about 
through collective action. Thus, the Gulf Cooperaticn Council was born. It 
conducted a comprehensive survey of all existing systems and agencies to Arabize 
and standardize them as much as possible. The council took steps that were felt 
by Gulf citizens regarding the life-supporting economic aspects of their lives. 


"We began implementing the uniform economic agreement regarding the transpor- 
tation of individuals and merchandise, customs tariffs and acquisition of 
property. We thus put an end to the question of competition between the countries 
of the area, replacing compefition as a question with integration in all 


economic, cultural, educational and industrial areas. As far as the question of 
security is concerned, we reached a uniform decision. We decided that the 
responsibility for defending the security of the region was ours alone. and no 
foreign country had the right to interfere. Therefore, earnest eftorts are 
underway to coordinate military and defense efforts by drawirg up security plan 


a 
for our self-protection. The Gulf Cooperation Council decided to designate for us 
Yr 


and for the Sultanate of Oman a budget for this matter to shore up our security. 
We are living in an age of major conglomerates that work for the security ar 
prosperity of their peoples so that such security and prosperity would be the 
basic foundation for protecting the eastern wing of the Arab nation. The 
conditions under which all of us are living require the Arab nation in it 
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entirety to assemble its forces and its capabilities and to work in a bilateral, 
trilateral or quadrilateral fashion to make their people happy and to make citi- 
zens feel secure and settled. We in Bahrain are delighted to hear about the uni 
of the Nile Valley and the political and economic integration between Exypt and 
Sudan. It is a trailblazing step that we support and back. True Arat 
constructive; it involves spurning disputes, destruction and vituperation. It 
neans facing up to challenges. |It means understanding] that we will or will not 
€xist. 


rt 


Before ending his conversation with me, the minister told me, "Give my regards to 
all our brothers in Cairo. Our hearts and our feelings are with you. We share 
with you all the details of your lives, and we hope that Egypt will assume its 
role in the Arab march very soon because Egypt's role has its effectivene 
its implications on both the Arab and international scenes." 


Dr ‘Ali Muhammad Fakhru, Bahrain's minister of education made a point o 
emphasizing these major ideas at the beginning of my conversation with hin 
said, "May God bless Egypt! Despite the political decision that was made, it di 
not hesitate to respond to all our educational demands. Egypt provides Bahrain 
with all our educational, cultural, media and health needs without any hesi- 
tation. This is what we always expect from Egypt. It is | like a} mother to us. | 
is the heart of the Arab nation which we hope will always be strong and mighty. 
Wwe will not allow our historic and human relations with Egypt to be affected 
lespite the decision to break [diplomatic] relations. We are intent on having 
these human relations continue, and it is our responsibility to maintain and to 
continue them. As a nation we will not allow these historic relations to be 
affected regardless of the differences between political leaders. We are among 
those who believe that differences of opinion should not diminish friendship. We 


cannot accept that people pay the price [for political differences,. The de: 
of 


rt 


c 

Egypt is of interest to us just as the destiny of Bahrain is. No Arab lead 
an alienate us from Egypt or alienate Egypt from us. My contacts with my fellow 

Egyptians will not be affected. For all of us without exception Cairo has been 
and will always be the throbbing heart of Arabism. To us it will always be like a 
loving mother that gives of her self without expecting anything in return. we in 
tsahrain do appreciate the Egyptian role and its effectiveness on the Arab scene. 
Iherefore, we find that isolating Egypt from the Arab world has been a great loss 


to the Arabs. It i on this basis that Bahrain is trying very sincerelw tc 
restore relation etween Egypt and the Arab countries. We sensed that seri 
thought is being eviver mn all circles to the restoration of these relations 
because the conditior ‘ the Arab nation make it imperative that Egypt return to 
the Arab rank one way or another. It is unreasonat'e that Exypt’s large resource 
remain satside the arena of Arab causes." 
hen | asked if an actual step had been taken in this regard, Dr Fakhru replie 
approvingly, "Did we hear of an Arab step being taken with regard t am 
est ear of ; ra 5 tey that a taken regarding ebanon, 
ghanistan, the I -Ilrania Nar or the Sahara ar ny 5 )6€6that t ecausé 
paraly 4 t the Ll ar the thought of the ra ition. ere re, te 
va taken either t restore relation etween Egypt nd the ra yor | I T 
ther area. Therefore it iS our urgent duty to act together . € ave ¢t té 
he Arab regime as loudly as we can, ‘We've had enough of these bovcotts' é 
ave to take act efore both time and the ene efeat us.' 





he se ideas were also affirmed to me Dy al-Shavykh Muhammad ib Khalitah, 


Bahrain's minister of the interior who harbors affection and appreciat 
Eyypt and its people. I talked with him at length about the security of BKabrain 
and the security of the region and about his visits to 2iro and his meetings 


with officials in Cairo during the meetings of Arab ministers of the interior. He 


talked about how candid, umequivocal and courageous the late President Anwar 
al-Sadat was when he met him. As I was bidding him farew he 

print |our]} conversation because circumstances would not allow t! 

exposure of positions. As Arabs we are all in the same boat: if 
jrown without exception; if it reaches a safe shore, all of us will have been 
rescued. Without Egypt the Arab nation will not accomplish much. 


asked me not to 
1e disclosure and 
it sinks, we all 











ISRAEL 


ELECTRO-OPTICS: ACCESS CONTROL SYSTEMS TO RECOGNIZE FINGERPRINTS 


Jerusalem THE ISRAEL ECONOMIST in English No 39, Jun 83 pp 8, 9 


[Article by Gordon Shiffman] 


[Text ] The 
need for re- 

stricting entry 

to defense installa 

tions, bank safes and 
production centers has 

led to the development oi 

a range of ingenious access 
control devices. Furthermore, 


the growing use of electronic fund 
transfer in banking and commerce, as 


well as the appearance of! 
software packages based on 


< omputer 
secret al 


gorithms, has posed security problems tor 


which older protection meth: 


provide adequate answers. 
Access not only has to be 


into a specilic geographi ai area 


or bank, but alsointo an ciectr 


terleited, and a secret passwor 


»xds do not 


tr lle 


CONUOUCG 


in a plant 


onic system 


‘ 
idt iik 
tr 4 ; 
Mas Ui 


xnded « ! }, 
SSWOT 
+ + 
i 
7 
j 
4 } 
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Ihe relatively new science of electr 


yptics involves, as the name unplies, the 
ippiication of optics to electron Nt 
promises to revolutionize ti ticial ol 


communications as it allows intormation 
to be transmitted by up-dated Optic 

rather than electrical means. In an electro 
optical system, electrical impulses are 
converted to light impulses, making them 
immune to atmospheric interierence o1 
ther external influence. Thus, once a 


gnai iS transmitted, i innot He tammy 


with or distorteG, ensuring that access 
control svstems based Bi electro-opt cs 
wlli De the must toolp: ot vet devised \s 
the, ams controlled = by mic! 
computers, they are also” relatively 


inexpensive Another o1 their most 
‘bvious advantages is that they rely on 


pattern recognition. This means that a 


person can now be identified not by a 


certain object or password in his possesion, 


| CSI 
but through a biological feature which is 
impossible to duplicate: fingerprints 
E1-De, a company in the Givat Shaul 
industrial area in Jerusalem, is now 


marketing asvstem based on electro optics 
ry 


technology that does just this 

Fi-D as founded in 1978 by Avra 
am | ider, one of the first graduates 
tne Jerusalem Colleg ot! lechnologw 


xt 
ai [} Department of Electro-Optics, n 


llege's largest department. lL 
lunding was provided by i Germa 


ympany in exchange tor marketing 


rights. as we as with generous support 
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bi-De’s already 
tubstantial K & D statt would be larzer 
but tor the difficulty of finding suitably 
qualified personnel in the highly specializ 
ed tield of electro Oplics. This, however, 
is an mevitable by product of Success 1n 
any innovative field, particularly as El-De 
has no substantial Competition world-wide 


potential loi Ziwwihi 


for its fingerprint recognition system, 


called FingerKev. 

As the photograph shows, the system 
is based on a terminal adjacent to the 
restricted access point. Ihe person requir 
ing access first inserts an identification 
badge (an enhanced security feature) into 
4 slot in the terminal and places his 
hand on an electro-optical sensor that 
reads his fingerprints. These are then 
checked against recores in a remote 
central unit. On the basis of this cross 
check, the system will either grant or 
deny access. The overall operation is 
rapid and simple. It is possible to connect 
several FingerKey terminals to the central 
control unit, as well as separate coded 
badge readers for lower security areas 
where fingerprint identification is not 
necessary. If for any reason communica- 
t1i0n with the central unit is severed, the 
terminal can continue to function alone. 

Four projected applications for the 
FingerKey system are now under develop 
ment. First, and most importa.t, it is 
designed tor use in establishments re 
quiring the highest degree of security, 
such as military installations and nuclear 
power plants. El-De is now beginning its 
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marketing program by sciling to p 


stations in Europe. Ine ses 1 ap} 
tion is im the tield of data sccurity, 
goal being to Maintain the secrecy Of sott 
ware packages and te combat computer 


fraud. Thirdly . +t olfers SCOCUTITN 
back-up to electronic fund transter 
control and credit card transactions 
Finally, in a Pentagon approved project, 
it may at some stage be used in Gl 
personnel identification. [his promises to 
be a highly profitable field which El-De 
hopes to enter in the near future. 

In its first year of main-line produc 
tion, El-De intends to manufacture 200 
FingerKey systems, realizing sales of up 
to $2 million. As the company ts open 
ing an office in the UK, where an annual! 
market of $3 million is expected, this 
figure may soon rise to $5 million. 
Further contracts with various Countries 
are now being negotiated. 

The company has plans to erect its 
own building in Givat Shaul in order to 
house its production facilties and has al- 
ready been allocated land for offices at 
Har HaHotzvim, Jerusalem's new science- 
based industrial park. Once this happens, 
El-De expects to become one of the major 
high technology industries in_ the 
Jerusalem area.8 


* With the implementation of on-line 
production, planned for the near future, 
El-De will employ twenty manufacturing 
workers. Twenty research and deveiop 
ment staff are already on the compan) 
payroll. 








PALESTINIAN AFFALRS 


FATAH'S KHALIL AL-WAZIR INTERVIEWED 
JN110914 Amman SAWT AL-SHA'B in Arabic 11 Jul 83 pp 1, 13 
[Exclusive to SAWT AL-SHA'B] 


[Text] In a telephone conversation with Khalil al-Wazir "Abu Jihad," the 
deputy commander in chief of the Palestinian revolution forces and a Fatah 
Central Committee member, from Tripoli, with the director of his Amman 
office and a SAWT AL-SHA'B reporter, the current situation in Al-Bigqa' and 
northern Lebanon was discussed. 


Abu Jihad said: The cease-fire agreement is in practice still in force. 
We are determined to safeguard this agreement to avert any bloodshed, and 
intensify all efforts to patch up all differences among the various sides 
on the basis of Fatah's unity and democratic dialogue as well as within 
the context of the legitimate bodies of Fatah and the PLO. Furthermore, 
everyone should be responsible for his own excesses. 


He added: For our part, we made and continue to exert all efforts with long 
breath and perseverance in order to stop bloodshed and prevent internal 
erosion. Proceeding from this standpoint, we issued clear-cut instructions 
to all bases and forces to abide by the cease-fire agreement and to avoid 
violating it. Hence, we paid a high price and sacrificed our best fighters 
in order just to avoid eruption of the conflict. In accordance with the 
dictates of the practical supreme interest of our forces’ position, we have 
over the past few days held a series of successive meetings--with the par- 
ticipation of all commanders--during which field changes were conducted 
involving officers. p officers, known for their self-restraint and good 
conduct, who had had advanced military courses, | ectively participated in 
iciency, and who had been awarded 


Lebanon's war and proved their combat ef 
medals for their efficient performance, were assigned in commanding posi- 
tions. Major ‘Ala', for example was appointed commander of the Al-Karamah 
forces in Al-Biga’ vice Colonel Abu Hajim. [as published] I do not want 
to give more names, but I can say that the changes were meant to give new 


impetus and transfuse new blood to our forces. 


na 
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On the resolutions adopted by the Central Committee's recent meeting in 


; . oy bee the K&hokto dec atc Se ee : 
Tunis, Abu Jihad said: We highly appreciate the resolutions. It has 


always been the practice in Fatah to abide by the unanimous resolutions. 





There were some excesses and problems that impeded the implementation of 
some resolutions. But these were either due to external interference or 
extraordinary circumstances dictated by the importance of speed in the 
decisionmaking. This is normal and known to everyone who carries arms in 
all world revolutions. 


Concerning the differences with Syria, Abu Jihad told SAWT AL-SHA'B: We 
support all efforts that aim at rectifying Palestinian-Syrian relations. 
We definitely and honestly want the PNC resolutions to be implemented. 
Everyone is aware that the credit for these resolutions goes to Fatah's 
weight and role, specifically the Central Committee, and Brother Abu 
"Ammar [Yasir 'Arafat]. Hence, the PNC resolutions reflect Fatah's sound 
concepts of the strategic importance of the Syrian-Palestinian cohesion 
and of the Arab-Palestinian cohesion, both at present and in the future. 
This of course should in no way jeopardize the independent Palestinian 
decisionmaking or be at the expense of our fraternal relations with our 
other brothers and fraternal Arab countries. We hope that our brothers 
in Syria wiil comprehend our stance, will comprehend the circumstances 
facing us, and will respond to the prerequisites of the joint confrontation 
of the Zionist enemy and of the U.S. designs that aim at liquidating our 
people's national rights and undermining the aspirations of our people to 
free themselves from the economic political subservience. 


Abu Jihad highly appraised the stance of our kinfolk in the occupied home- 
‘and, who have demonstrated an outstanding level of vigilance through their 
institutions, trade and popular organizations, and national functionaries. 

I can assure you that the Palestinian revolution will continue along its 
course to crush the occupation, and achieve the independence of the home- 
land and establish our independent national state. He said: The blood that 
was shed will not be wasted and all plots will founder on the rock of 
Palestinian steadfastness. I would like to tell our brothers in the occu- 
pied homeland that their brother fighters and their brother returnees in the 
Palestinian camps in Lebanon are very eager to safeguard the PLO's unity, 
solidarity, and revolutionary effectiveness, as well as the national unity 
inside the occupied territories, because this unity is the tested weapon 

in confronting the occupation. We would also like to assure them that their 
Struggle against the occupatior inside the occupied territories constitutes 
the revolution's conscience and ensures its continuity. 


On the stance of the resistance factions on the inter-Fatah dispute, Abu 
Jihad said: We are greatly indebted to the honorable and independent posi- 
tion of our brothers in the Palestinian resistance--for which they sacri- 
ficed dearly--especially our brothers in the PFLP and the Democratic Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine. We know the extent of the pressures to 
which they have been exposed. This position of theirs is based on their 
national responsibility and on their clear understanding of the nature of 
the current conflict in Al-Biqa'. They also are aware of the dimensions, 
dangers, and repercussions of the strife not only against Fatah, but also 
against the Palestinian revolution factions and the PLO. 











Abu Jihad concludes by saying: We assure our brothers that we are capable 
of coping with the prevalent circumstances in Al-Biqa’ and northern 
Lebanon despite the siege and the complications. We will bypass all 
obstacles just as we did during the previous crises and offensives in 
order to serve our struggle and our people's cause. 


U 


Abu Jihad urged everybody to rally around the revolution. had full confi- 
dence in their leadership, and be vigilant of the enemy's attempts to 
spread tendentious and groundless rumors, as well as of the attempt by the 
enemy's various organs to create atmospheres of frustration, despair, and 
give a reversed image of the real current conflict on the ground. 
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SAWT AL-SHA’B: Brother Abu Jihad: What would you like us to do: 


Abu Jihad: Do convey our viewpoint honestly and with responsibility. I 
wish everyone stability and tranguility in future. 


ha Cc at pn rr} | 
SAWT AL-SHA’B: Thank you. 











PALESTINIAN .AFFALRS 


RADIO MONTE CARLO INTERVIEWS FATAH DISSIDENT 
JN242038 Paris Radio Monte Carlo in Arabic 1747 GMT 24 Jun 83 


{Radio Monte Carlo correspondent Antoine Abu Samrah's 24 June telephone 
interview with Fatah dissident Staff Colonel Abu Khalid al-‘Amlah, deputy 
secretary of the Fatah Revolutionary Council, in the weekly program "It 
Happened Tomorrow''--recorded | 


[Text] [Abu Samrah] What is the military situation in the Al-Biqa'’ today? 


[Al-'Amlah] There are arrangements by Khalil al-Wazir to continue the 

clashes in light of the decision announced lately by [PLO spokesman] Ahmad 
"Abd ar-Rahman that Yasir ‘Arafat and Khalil al-Wazir would fight and that 
this policy would continue to liquidate what they described as the rebels. 


[Abu Samrah] It became known today that Khalil al-Wazir, Abu Jihad, is in 
the Al-Biqa'. Your forces are also in the Al-Biqa'. Is there fear of a 
new armed clash between you two today? 


[Al-'Amlah] This is a distinct possibility, depending on the other side's 
stand. On our part, this is unlikely, yet all indications are that Khalil 
al-Wazir is preparing for this clash. This is happening in light of the 
decision they made to continue the Palestinian fratricide. As for us, you 
know that we have since the beginning been against internal clashes and 


Palestini fratricide in order to conserve Palestinian blood and save 
Palesti efforts to confront the [Israeli] occupation in the Lebanese 
arena. 


[Abu Samrah] What is the balance of power inside the Fatah Movement, since 
there are numerous reports on this? My question is straightforward. What 
is your assessment of the number of those who support you among the Fatah 
fighters? 


[Al-"Amlah] If we only view the balance of power, we find that it is in 
favor of our demands, whether on the level of forces or the organization. 
As for the number, I think that this is unacceptable. We refuse to limit 
this issue to numbers, to say how many fighters are on our side and uow many 
are on Khalil al-Wazir's side. Most of the Fatah military and organizational 


j 


cadres are abiding by their political program and 


regulations. Therefore, we 














have been calling for continuing to abide by this program and regulations. 
The cadres of Fatah, as they made clear in the last congress, are with this 
program because they are the ones who have created it, together with the 
regulations. If we take all this into consideration, then most of the 
military and organizational cadres of Fatah are on our side. 


[Abu Samrah] Do you have a military presence in northern Lebanon and the 
Tripoli area? 


[Al-'Amlah] We are present in all Fatah positions, in all Fatah bases. 
There are no geographical divisions. Special circumstances have dictated 
that our presence is concentrated at certain points. However, we are 
present at the rest of the positions in the Al-Biqa', in the north [of 
Lebanon], and in the sectors where [the forces of] Yasir ‘Arafat and 
Khalil al-Wazir are present. 


[Abu Samrah] There are several accusations regarding your military forces 
and the recent battles in the Al-Biqa'. These accusations are very clear 

and say that Syria, Libya, and Ahmad Jibril are backing you in these battles. 
What is your answer to all this? 


[Al-"Amlah] My answer to this is the answer of all the citizens and the 
Palestinian factions who know the truth. This has not happened and is 
untrue. Neither the Syrian forces, the Libyan forces, nor Ahmad Jibril 

has anything to do with this subject. I believe that the masses of the 
Lebanese people and the Palestinians there are aware of the truth. No 
intervention by the Syrians, the Libyans, or Ahmad Jibril has happened. 

To tell the truth, we would say that some of the Syrian forces in the 
Al-Biqa' have hampered our movements to counter the moves of Yasir ‘Arafat's 
yproup. 


[Abu Samrah] What is your assessment f the relations now between yourself, 
or yourselves, and the Syrian authorities? 


[Al-'Amlah] The relations between us and Syria or any other Arab side are ' 
det ined by OUr program an the stand of this or that regime on the revolu- 

tion's security and the nuation of armed struggle. Syria is now 

present in the Lebanese arena to confront the enemy's political objectives 

and occupation. Naturally, we stand alongside any Arab effort or stand 

confronting th ff the aggression against Lebanon and facing 

anything that harr , the \tinued revol _ion, and Syria's pan- 


Ar ib security. 
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However, we always take care to develop the Arab stands, particularly as 
you know that we as Palestinians cannot carry out the revolution's task 
alone because the task of liberation is a national and pan-Arab duty. 


[Abu Samrah] What is your reaction to the Syrian decision to oust Yasir 
"Arafat from the Syrian territories and not allow him to return to Syria? 


[Al-"Amlah] We heard of this stand only a short while ago. I believe that 
this Syrian stand on Yasir ‘Arafat came as a result of his false accusations 
about Syrian intervention and because of his political shortsightedness. 
Therefore, we say that, as long as Yasir ‘Arafat insists on the Reagan plan, 
on his relations with Jordan on the basis of this plan, and on his stand on 
the Palestinian nationalist circumstances, then we fear that he will not 
find a place for himself in any Arab nationalist country. Yasir ‘Arafat's 
real position is within the revolution and according to his understanding 

of the revolution's program and to his relations with Arab nationalist 
forces confronting [Israel]. 


[Abu Samrah] In light of what you are saying, I understand that the 

dialogue has been cut off with Yasir ‘Arafat's supporters. Let us assume » 
that Yasir ‘Arafat's supporters take Tripoli as their headquarters and you 

take Al-Biqa’ as your headquarters. Do you not fear a final split in the 

Fatah Movement? 


[Al-'Amlah] We are trying hard, as you know, to preserve the unity of 
Fatah and the PLO. This geographical division is temporary and we believe 
that it will soon end in the favor of Fatah and its unity based on the 
movement's program. 


[Abu Samrah] My last question, Abu Khalid: All reports coming from the 
occupied territories talk about the people's support for Yasir ‘Arafat. 
What is your answer to this? 


(Al-'Amlah] Regarding the occupied homeland, there is much deception 
regarding what is taking place there in favor of this or that party. 
Naturally, our people in the occupied homeland are with their revolution, 
with the PLO, and in favor of continuing the struggle. They are with the 
PLO on the basis of its national stand. We have our own contacts with our 
kinfolk in the occupied land. Our people ar2 responding to what is taking 
place here on the basis of correcting the course of the revolution in order 
t ichieve the people's objectives and rights. Our movement in the first 
place is for our kinfolk and people and against giving a role to King 
jusayn or any other party to humiliate our people or to work against their 


incerests and rignts. 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


FATAH REPRESENTATIVE ATTACKS SYRIA 
GF281620 Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 27 Jun 83 p 11 
[Report by Fadiyah az-Zu'bi] 


[Excerpt] A large number of Palestinian women staged a sit-in in the PLO 
office after sunset yesterday in support for Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman of the 
PLO Executive Committee. The sit-in was attended by PLO office director 
'Awni Battash and Fatah representative in Kuwait Salim az-Za'nun. 


Salwa Abu Khadra made a speech in which she affirmed the Palestinian 
people's support for the symbol of the revolution, Yasir ‘Arafat, and read 
the statement of the General Union of Palestinian Women. The statement 
denounced Syria's decision to expel Yasir ‘Arafat from Syrian territory and 
to prevent him from remaining in touch with the Palestinian revolution 
forces in Al-Biqa' and affirmed the Palestinian women's support for Abu 
'Ammar's [Yasir ‘Arafat] leadership of the Palestinian revolution. The 
Stacement also stressed the need to resolve differences between the PLO 
and the Syrian Government fraternally, in a way that would preserve the 
Palestinian-Syrian-Lebanese alliance to confront the Lebanese-Israeli 
accord and continue the war of attrition against the enemy forces in 
Lebanon. 


The statement noted that the demonstrations which were staged in the 
Al-Yarmuk and Al-baddawi camps and in Al-Aqsa Mosque are a "popular 
referendum that renews allegiance and affirms loyalty to the historic 


leader, Abu ‘Ammar." The tatement reiterated the Palestinian women's 
commitment to th t nt by Fatah Revolutionary Council which was 
issued on 20 June and to the Palestinian Nationa’ Charter and the 


Palestine National Council resolutions. 


. P . _ fo P - ' , ; : ° ; 
Brother Abu al-Adit Salim az-Za'nun] then addressed the women saluting the 
Palestinian women’ truggle and recounted part of the history of the 
Svrian-Palestinian relations, affirming that the revolution is stronger 
than all the storn blowing against it. 

Brother Abu 1l-Adib said: The Syrian regime issued a iecision to expe] 


t 
' 


Brother Abu Ammar and Brother Abu Jihad and that there is a secret deci- 


sion to expel the members of the Fatah Central Committee from Syria. 
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Abu a!-Adib emphasized that the revolution cannot be e linated through 
such measures and behavior because the Palestinian people are not confined 
to a certain land but are linked to each other wherever they are, regard- 


less of attempts against them because they will not be bowed. 


Abu al-Adib sharply criticized the Syrian regime, affirming that the 
Palestinian people were born to live and will continue to fight everywhere 
until victory and that Abu ‘Ammar will remain a symbol for struggle and for 
the revolution. 


Abu al-Adib continued: Yasir ‘Arafat is the symbol for Arab struggle and 
that the liberation movement in this region is the PLO. 


Abu al-Adib stressed that the Palestinian people will continue their 
struggle under the talented leader, Yasir ‘Arafat, until victory. 


CSO: 4400/423 











PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


TUNISIAN RECOUNTS PLIGHT OF PALESTINIANS 





Tunis DIALOGUE in French 28 Jun 83 pp 30-37 


[Interview with Taoufik Zallouz by Moncef Dhambri: "One Year Ago, Israel Invaded 
Lebanon; A Tunisian Witness Recounts the Palestinian Tragedy"; date and place not 
specified] 


[Text] Over one year ago, on 6 June 1982, Israel invaded 
Lebanon. The Zionists made no secret of the objective of 
thelr operation: for those who still had some doubt, Begin 
was quick to recall that he intended to "get rid" of the 
Palestinians who were in the region. 


Within a month, the Israeli aggressor settled in Lebanon 
and beleaguered Beirut. The Zionists' rage had no other 
objective but "to destroy the PLO infrastructure in 
Lebanon." 


Today, the Palestinian resistance has decided to withdraw 
its armed forces from Lebanon and, with the U.S. mediation, 
Israel and Lebanon have signed an agreement... 


Yet, nothing in what is now commonly called "the Middle-East 
crisis" has been resolved: no really just and truly durable 
global settlement has been arrived at. In other words, 

nothing has led to the establishment of a Palestinian state. 


Zionism is no longer content with verbally opposing the 
creation of a Palestinian state, nor with annexing territories 
t! rough official incorporation and extending its sovereignty 
over them (as it did in Golan and in El Qods), but it is 
working to make the creation of such a state materially impos- 
sible by radically changing the demographic structure in the 
occupied territories and making sure that the Zionist popula- 
tion is larger than the Palestinian population... 








Such is now, therefore, the dimension of the crisis: the Zionist 
aggressor has still not evacuated Lebanon; it is continuing 
its acts of piracy and its provocations. 
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[Question] 


A few days ago, DIALOGUE met with Taoufik Zallouz, a young 
Tunisian who witnessed the Lebanese tragedy. From close by 
since he was there. 


A student at the Grenoble Faculty of Languages and Literature, 
Taoufik Zallouz left France for Beirut in November 1981. At 
this point, nothing in his background indicated that this nan 
would live one of the most enriching experiences in his life: 
to be at the Palestinians’ side in their Lebanese ordeal. 


Having left with a medical mission, he was to spend 524 days 

in the region between Beirut, Said, occupied Palestine and 

El Ansar. Close to 18 months at the very heart of the Lebanese 
tragedy. 

Taoufik Zallouz, 28, recounts his "“adventure."' In our columns, 
he tells of the barbarity of the Zionist ogre, the courageous 
battle of the Palestinians, the organization of their fight, 
the maturity demonstrated by their struggle, and their hopes... 


He tells of the hopes, heroism and stoicism of the Palestinians 
who, in South Lebanon, in the Lebanese mountains, in front of 
the walls of Beirut, and even in the El Ansar camp, inflicted 
upon the Zionist enemy the most stinging political and moral 
defeat it had ever experienced. 


The PLO, the one and only legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, emerged with increased prestige. 


and at a decisive turn in the struggle of the Palestinian people? 


other), I decided to side with the Palestinian people in the> 
And the best contribution I could make te the struggle of tha 
could materialize only through the Palestinian medica] organize... «a. Since 


[Answer] Quite simply, following the bombings inflicted upon the Lebanese 


in July 1981, and for many reasons (political, humanitarian and 


I was not a soldier, I joined the Palestinian Red Crescent. 


was one in a group of 17 people. 
in Palestinian camps. 


And it is as member of a mission of the French-Palestinian Medical Association 
chaired by Mr Fathi Arafat that I found myself in Beirut in November 1981. I 

On location, our job was to help the people 
Indeed, older people in camps, whose homes had been 
destroyed, people wounded in the war and handicapped people required assistance 


Our task, therefore, was to help rebuild a wall, whitewash a house, etc. 


were many of us employed in tasks of this type: volunteers were from various 


nationalities. 
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Could you retrace for us the itinerary that led Taoufik Zallouz from 
Grenoble, where this Tunisian was astudent, to Beirut at a crucial time in 
Lebanon's history, at a vital time in the history of the whole Middle East, 


se plight. 
ier people 














From Beirut, I was sent to Saida to serve around the Ain El Helou camp. 


At the start, my stay in Lebanon had been set at two months. On location, I 
decided to extend this contract. One year seemed more reasonable to me. 


[Question] What were the main reasons that made you extend your stay? 


[Answer] Actually, these were essentially personal convictions. I did not 
feel I had done enough work during the first two months. Two months did not 
allow me to get well acquainted with the Palestinian people. I had not ex- 
perienced the struggle of this people against the Zionist enemy, for this first 
part of my stay coincided with a cease-fire. Therefore, my stay had taken 
place under "normal" conditions, and I had never had had a chance, in these 

two months, to experience the specificity of the Palestinian people, that 
people engaged in a continued struggle against Zionism. 


It is based on this that I took my decision: one more year, I though, would 
enable me to get better acquainted with the Palestinian reality. And, in fact, 
I had to stay over one year in the region. 


Thus, through the Palestinian Red Crescent, I could discover the PLO itself. 

{ could also observe how and to what extent the movements that constitute the PLO 
contribute to the Palestinian people's struggle. They contribute both men and 
material means. 


[t also enabled me to discover the essential of the various theories on which 

the Palestinian liberation movement is based, how the Palestinians see their 
struggle against Zionism, how they view the future of that struggle, the creation 
of tomorrow's Palestine and of the future Palestinian society. 


[Question] At this point, could you tell us precisely how this ideological debate 
is organized? In other words, what is the secret of the coexistence between all 
these various trends? 


[Answer] The formula for their success is of course the effective democratic 
spirit that prevails among this organization. Obviously, the one thing all PLO 
components have in common, the starting point of all movements remains their 

firm determination to fight Zionist imperialism and liberate Palestine. In other 
words, the essential for all these men is that, for the time being, they have 
chosen to invest all their energies in their struggle against the Isreali enemy. 
When Palestine is liberated, these same men will expound their ideas and the 
final decision will rest with the Palestinian people alone... 


[Question] ... Indeed, we have had more than one occasion to observe this 
characteristic fact of the Palestinian struggle. The last instance, which gave 
the world the best proof of this Palestinian democracy, was the meeting of the 
National Palestinian Council last February in El Djazaier... Then, all the 
various trends of the movement could express themselves freely. 


[Answer] ... I would like to come back on the living conditions of Palestinians 
in Lebanon. I must say that they have never been reduced to poverty. I could 
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even say that life in refugee camps could almost be enviable. For the PLO, which 
leads the struggle, provides considerable and very varied services to the Pales- 
tinians: they include, among others, assistance for the elderly, for the poor, 
for orphans, etc. 


The movement has even organized its own school system: all Palestinian children 
go to school. For the rest of the Palestinian community as well], the future has 
been laid out: everybody is working. All Palestinians serve the Palestinian 
cause, this is obvious: they all contribute to the struggle. The very fact 
that this struggle mobilizes all the forces of the Palestinian people is there- 
fore their best insurance against unemployment: the young Palestinian who has 

no skills, no jobs... takes up the arms and fights the enemy. 


In other words, nobody is poor, nobody is destitute... 


[Question] How could we explain this "enviable position" of the Palestinians? 
In their Lebanese exile, where you met them, how could these people develop all 
these structures, this organized society and all that wonderfully organized 
community life? 


[Answer] The answer is simple: this "enviable" situation is the result of the 
relations which the Palestinian liberation movement's leadership maintains with 
the people. This is a people of expatriates. The PLO is working for the return 
to Palestine. Of course, it is in this perspective that the struggle takes all 
its meaning: it is the return of a whole people, not just the return of the 
leaders. Therefore, without the people's support, the struggle would become 
meaningless. 


This is what explains and justifies the relations which the leaders maintain 
with the Palestinian people: the people is a partner in this struggle. It is 
in these terms that the PLO leadership understands its mission; its *1ty .s to 
organize the struggle, to organize the return to Palestine. 


[Question] Could we say that the enviable situation you mention is the result 
of a well-defined power structure? In other words, is it not true that the 
people, who had set a well-defined objective for itself (to reconquer its home- 
land) and given itself a weapon (a freely and democratically elected PLO) to 
achieve this objective, has always shown maturity and discipline, which explains 
its success, its enviable situation? 


[Answer] Of course, the Palestinian people has a well-defined goal: to free 
Palestine. The only objective of the various Palestinian movements that lead 
the struggle is to satisfy this aspiration of the Palestinian people. And all 
these movements owe their survival only to the fact that their organization is 
essentially democratic. The PLO itself, with its various components, operates 
on a democratic basis. And these two characteristics of the movement are unique 
in the region, and probably even in the whole world. 


Of course, we might add that this is a well-defined stage, that of the struggle 
to free Palestine. For the moment, priority is normally given to the liberation 
struggle; any differences in appreciation and differences in approach are 
"placed on the back burner." 


93 











[Question] Did you have a chance to study the structure of that power? Could 
you tell us how it works? 


[Answer] The PLO is one of the alliances. It unites several trends. All 
matters and all major issues involving the future of the struggle are debated 
freely. The decisions and measures adopted by the organization are those that 
have been dictated by the majority of the Palestinians--and all respect these 
elementary rules of true democracy. 


As a result, the authority of the movement's highest official cannot be absolute: 
it remains essentially as it was decided by the Palestinian people... The whole 
Palestinian people's responsibility is engaged by the leadership's decisions. 

And the people has its word to say... 


[Question]... This is essentially what true participation democracy is all 
about. And I believe that what you are telling us quite naturally contrasts 
with what some media call the "Israeli democracy"? 


Any demonstration of opponents to the Begin regime will cause a stir in the world, 
and they bring out the so-called "Israeli democracy." The incident automatically 
assumes considerable importance and "makes the headlines" in all media...? 


[Answer] ... No, there is no mistake about it. There is no comparison between 
the PLO operation and the so-called "Israeli democracy." 


The case of the PLO and the democratic operation of all its authorities are 
unique both in the region and in the world. 


The Zionist entity is the only one of its kind. The Israeli authority is based 
on no historical legitimacy. Since 1948, the Israeli leadership may have seemed 
to waver on occasion: Zionism is still looking for a political system, for a 
regime. Of course, at the roots of this Zionist entity, there is a spirit, an 
essentially clear and distinct idea which governs this imperialistic people, and 
it is always the same. But as far as their type of government is concerned, 

the Zionists have not yet reached a final consensus among themselves. They are 
still making a choice. Each clique in power in occupied Palestine is trying to 
please all Zionists. Yet, each government maintains, upholds and preserves the 
same essential idea. 


These hesitations may account for the minor contradictiors about which we hear 
from time to time. There are exceptions. There are candid Israelis who, from 
time to time, disclose to the world the true designs of Zionism. The Israelis 
have settled in Palestine and intend to remain there and, if possible, extend 
their domination over other territories. And this is the spirit of Zionism. 


In addition, this "Israeli democracy" is a formal one; it is an "apparent 
democracy"... 


[Question] ... What part can such a "formal democracy" play? What are its 
various uses, in your opinion? 
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[Answer] First, it seems to me that this "formal democracy" serves to unite 
the Jews in occupied Palestine. 


And it has another function. It is useful outside the whole region. There, it 
becomes "window dressing," propaganda. 


This democracy has nothing in common with the idea of democracy in its revolution- 
ary and scientific sense. There are many contradictions within tke Zionist en- 
tity; social injustices assume a large variety of forms. 


This "formal democracy" is essentially used to unite the Jews against the Arab 
world: especially against the "Arabs of 1948," those in the occupied territories 
(the West Bank and the Gaza strip), the PLO Arabs (i.e. those in exile)... 


In other words, all the difficulties (economic, social, political or other) 

which the Israeli regime may experience disappear, for instance every time Zionism 
conjures up the specter of foreign threat. This is how the "Israeli democracy" 

is fulfilling an essential function. 


For instance, there is a press which represents a wide range of opinions and 
expresses itself freely. 


It is a free press. It is free to express itself. It expresses itself, but it 
is powerless to change the essential in the Zionist regime. This is what is 
called "formal democracy": people are free to criticize, but they cannot change 
anything. 


[Question] This was an interesting digression on democracy within the PLO and 
on the meaning assumed by that concept among the Zionists. Could we now come 
back to Taoufik Zallouz and his Lebanese experience? 


[Answer] Therefore, as I wanted to do more for the Palestinian people, and as 
I also wanted to know more about this people, I decided to extend my stay in 
Lebanon. 





The period from January to June 1982, which we might call the "cold war" period, 
proved extremely enriching for me. It was the period following the Israeli 
annexation of the Golan Heights. It was also a period of cease-fire. But for 
the PLO, it was in no way a period of rest, for it knew perfectly well that 
Zionism was not alone at work against the Palestinians. There was also the 
internal enemy who was harassing Palestinian positions in Lebanon. Remember the 
notorious war of the explosives; it aimed at undermining the PLO. Therefore, 
during these six months (January-June 1982), the PLO had to face all! these 
allies of Israel and this state of confusion in the country. This period also 
coincided with increased threats from the Zionist minister of war, obviously 
following a decision of the whole Israeli government and the whole Zionist 
people... 


In addition, some hesitations were becoming apparent on the Palestinian side. 
The cease-fire was broken by Israel on several occasions. That very cease-fire 
had become obsolete. And the primary function of the Palestinian resistance 
was not to live in peace with its Zionist enemy; its only reason to exist was 
to fight that enemy. 
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This cease-fire situation could last for centuries... And the Palestinian revolu- 
tion would then have lost its reason to exist. This confusion, which appeared 

to gain ground among the combatants, also troubled the host country. The South 
Lebanese population, which had accepted innumerable sacrifices for the Palestin- 
ian cause, did not understand the tactical reasons for accepting such a cease- 
fire. All the more so as the "war of the explosives" represented a serious 
ordeal for its nerves... 


Obviously, such a situation was to revive the Palestinian struggle. The cease- 
fire could in no case include the forces of the dissident Saad Haddad. And, 
indirectly of course, when one mentions Saad Haddad, one thinks of his natural 
ally, Israel. Therefore, any Palestinian threat on Saad Hacdad's position, any 
confrontation between the Palestinian resistance and Saad Haddad's forces would 
of necessity lead to a confrontation between the Palestinian and Zionist forces. 


Starting in April 1982, incidents of this type multiplied. For instance, there 
was a Palestinian operation in the zone controlled by Saad Haddad. This led to 
an Israeli bombing of the Mezboud area... 


Clearly, the cease-fire was coming to an end. And another incident (the murder 
of Shlomo Horgoff in London) was to give Israel a pretext to invade Lebanon. 
Actually, the Israeli invasion had been planned for a long time. 


[Question] Where were you when the war broke out? 


[Answer] I was in Saida. All along during the war, I was in Saida. Officially, 
the Israeli troops started moving in on 6 June, but the war itself had started on 
4 June, with the shelling of the Sports City and the Palestinian counter-attack. 
Then, there was no more talk of cease-fire. The war had started. 


[Question] What did you do during the war? 


[Answer] I worked as a volunteer for the Palestinian Red Crescent. My job was 
to help the many victims of the Zionist aggression. However, considering what 
stakes the town of Saida represented, I found myself in the center of the ccn- 
frontation, and what made the strongest impression on me was Zionist immorality. 
Besides, I am asking myself: do we have a right to demand of Zionism that it be 
moral? 


Briefly, Israel had and air force, and it used it. There were regiors, towns 
that were at war against the Zionist eremy for over a week and had not yet seen 
an Israeli soldier. This means that the thunder of Israeli air force was falling 
on all points from which the slightest shot could have been fired. 


This may be the picture that will remain engraved in my memory: the image of an 
enemy that we were fighting but that was never to be met face to face. With its 
air force, it had destroyed towns and villages, and nearly half our land-based 
counter-attack forces, and we had not even seen it face to face. 
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Resistance was then restricted to a few well-defined areas. It was becoming a 
resistance of principle rather than an effective resistance. 


What struck me was the imbalance of forces, and the aggressiveness and belliger- 
ence of Israel in its invasion of Lebanon: 120,000 to 140,000 Zionists with their 
most sophisticated weapons, their tanks... and their air force. The resistance, 
which included the Palestinian forces and those of the national Lebanese move- 
ment, represented close to one fifth of the Zionist invaders" forces. 


You can therefore easily imagine the turn that events took considering the 
brutality of the Israeli expedition. It was an occasion for Israel to erase 
from the surface of the earth all that could be Palestinian. 


Of course, we have now found out that the Zionists could not eliminate the Pales- 


tinian resistance. Quite to the contrary, they were even surprised that they 
manayzed to reach Beirut. 


South Lebanon resisted according to its forces and even according to a certain 
logic. Of course, there remained Beirut: there, we could even say that the 
Palestinian resistance outdid anything the Arabs may have done in previous wars. 
Personally, I did not witness the siege of Beirut. I was at El Ansar... 


[Question] ... Precisely, could we come back to the South where you were? How 
did you get to El Ansar? 


[Answer] I was arrested on 10 June 1982. In South Lebanon, where I was, the 
army of occupation was making massive arrests. It had set up selection centers 
at Madrast Errahbat (the school of the Sisters of Saint-Joseph) and at Maakal- 
Assafa. This is where prisoners, aged 10 to 70, were sent and their fate 
decided... 





[Question] ... According to what criteria was that selection made? 


[Answer] ... There was only one criteria, it seems to me, that of being an 
Arab. As for detention conditions, you can hardly imagine how severe and harsh 
they were. This is what I meant a moment ago when I spoke of “the warrior 
immorality" of the Zionists: in one hospital, for instance, they would pull a 
wounded man out of the operating room. 


Zionist reasoning: any human being that might one day take up arms and fight 
Israel was good for the concentration camp. 


Thus, all prisoners were gathered in these centers and on the beach before 
being sent into the unknown. For we did not know where we would go... 


As for me, I arrived in occupied Palestine on 11 June 1982. Therefore, I spent 
one night in Madrast Errahbat. 


That was the night of all horrors: the horror of being insulted, humiliated, of 


experiencing violence. It was the night of interrogations... People died of 
thirst at Errahbat. We were forced to “relieve ourselves" where we were. We 
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were walting there, and every time an Israeli soldier would go by, he would hit 
us without any apparent reason. 


During interrogations, atrocity was worse. No matter what you would say, they 
would systematically label you "Fatah"... As for the prisoners (wounded or 
handicapped) that Israel could not transport from Saida to occupied Palestine, 
Zionism had them executed on the spot. 


There was a Palestinian I met in El Ansar, who should have been "liquidated" by 
one of these bullets, but he survived. He was to keep that bullet in the groin 
during his whole stay in El Ansar. We asked that the bullet be extracted, but 
vainly. 


On 11 June, therefore, we reached occupied Palestine. Therefore, I stayed in 
occupied Palestine from 11 June to 15 July 1982. This one-month period was to 
see the investigation of all of the prisoners’ cases. It was the most horrible 
period in my imprisonment. We were starved, thirsty... There was no sanitation. 
There were innumerable cases of wound complications, gangrene cases: the wounded 
would thus rot under the indifferent eyes of the Zionists. It was summer, we 
were seated on the ground under a scorching sun. From time to time, jerrycans 
of water were distribut.d. As for the food, the rations were identical for all 
three meals: for breakfast, we would get one loaf for 10 and one box of soft 
white cheese (approximately 200 grams) for the same number of prisoners; at 
noon, one loaf for 10 and one tomato each. This strict regime was w last over 
two weeks. Toward the end of my stay in occupied Palestine, rations were in- 
creased and we could have, for instance, one loaf for five prisoners. We were 
also entitled to two cigarettes. The worst tobacco you can imagine... I remem- 
ber feeling sick the day I smoke my first cigarette. 


This month of imprisonment in occupied Palestine was also a period of psycholog- 
ical warfare. The Zionist soldiers tried to spread panic among us, to demoralize 
us by circulating false rumors. For instance: "The Israeli troops have reached 
Damas," "Yasser Arafat is dead," "George Habache was murdered"... As we were 
living in a state of uncertainty, rumors of this type could only undermine our 
morale and bring the most determined on their knees. Many of us lost their 
reason... 


This psychological warfare was reinforcing the physical ill-treatments to which 
we were subjected all day long, and the abominable conditions under which inter- 
rogations took place. For instance, they would come fetch you in the morning, 
they would tie your hands behind your back, put a hood over your head... You 
could thus stay two or three days waiting without being interrogated... 


This psychological warfare, it seems to me,was managed scientifically. 
Physical ill-treatments were of various kinds: it was common for us to be kicked, 
hit with rifle butts, slapped in the face. There were other forms of torture: 


cigarette burns, electric current, hydrochloric acid... They would hang us from 
the ceiling by the feet or by the hands. 
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In this camp, there were many of us (approximately 10,000 prisoners) and interroga- 
tions were often poorly organized... You could be interrogated three or four times 
without any reason. 


From there, starting on 28 June 1982, we left occupied Palestine in small groups. 
Of course, we did not know where we were going: were they going to execute us, 
were we going home? No one knew anything... 


As for me, I arrived at the El Ansar concentration camp on 15 July at 14:00. 


The return to Lebanese territory took place relatively quicker. In July, of 
course, things had practically returned to normal since, except for Beirut, the 
whole South Lebanon was under Zionist domination. 


When we arrived in Lebanon, speculations were rife: we did not know whether the 
convoy was to go back to Saida or to another unknown destination... As we reached 
the Abou Aswad area, and as we took one of the roads there, everything became 
clear to us. We understood then that we were going to El Ansar. 


There, they removed our blindfolds. We were stupefied by our discovery: El Ansar, 
the nightmare. 


El Ansar--the undescribable horrcr: a huge camp of approximately one square kilo- 
meter; rows of makeshift tents; a large expanse surrounded by trenches, sandbags 
and barbed wire. 


The concentration camp was divided into some 20 sections--2 rows of 10 sections 
each. 


The military police--consisting mostly of reserve troops--was awaiting us. Most 
of them are these fanatic Jews you have heard about, young men, the true spirit 
of this war machine, this brutality, this atrocity which is called Zionism... 
Let's skip over the details of their welcome--you can well imagine them 

by now... 


As soon as we arrived, therefore, we were divided into groups of 24 prisoners. 


Each group was guarded by soldiers armed to the teeth, who had registered us and 
whose job it was to ensure strict compliance with the camp regulations. 


I shall never forget that trip on 15 July. At the end of our irip, we were 
worn out: during tke whole trip, we had had our hands tied, our blankets on our 
knees and our heads stuck into these dusty blankets. 


As soon as we arrived, an Israeli officer read us the camp regulations: it was 
forbidden to stand inside the tent, to speak from one group to the other, to 
go from one tent to another, to go to the toilets more than one at a time... 
In other words, a series of nearly unbearable prohibitions. 


[Question] What was the most unbearable prohibition for you? 
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[Answer ] I suffered most from the isolation in which we found ourselves. 


In my opinion, most prisoners had overcome the other problems. Certainly, we 
suffered from not knowing what was going on outside the camp: was war stil 
going on? Was there still a Palestinian revolution: Was there still a Pales- 
tinian people? etc... All these questions remained unanswered, and that is 
whz.t was nagging at us day and night. 


} 
a 
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This state of uncertainty lasted three days. On the fourth day, 19 July 1982, 

an International Red Cross mission came to the El Ansar camp. Around 20-21 July, 
after some bargaining between the Red Cross and Zionist authorities, a first 
group of prisoners (approximately 250 youths) was released. When these were 
being asked by Zionist troops to shout "Long live Begin," they did not hesitate 
and answered with the "V" sign for victory... I shall never forget it: that was 

a cutting slap in the face of Zionism. 


Of course, the release of this first group was to nourish the other prisoner's 
hopes to be released... But we soon realized the limitations of the Red Cross 
power. This organization was forced to accept the rules of the game imposed 

by Zionist authorities. Yet, little by little, things settled somewhat: we were 
allowed to write to our families--although our letters as well as incoming mail 
were strictly censured... 


Around 28 September 1982, I think it was on the eve of the Aid [Feast of Immola- 
tion], we learned that a women's demonstration was marching toward El Ansar. 
Then, in a spontaneous elan, all prisoners left their tents (although this was 
forbidden), and started shouting slogans in support of the Palestinian 
revolution. 


Faced with this uprising, the Zionist troops lost their heads. One of them, who 
could not conceal his hatred of Arabs and was seized by panic, shot in the 
prisoners’ crowd (especially on groups 17--mine--and 19). This incident resulted 
in the death of 2 prisoners, and 10 others were wounded--one of them very serious- 
ly, and we learned later on that he would remain paralyzed from the hips down... 
Actually, this incident proved good for us: the prisoners recovered fully their 
determination to fight the Zionist enemy, a determination which might have been 
eroded by the difficult conditions of their imprisonment. Thus, the prisoners 

were to organize their riposte and present demands such as freedom of circulation 
inside the camp and improved food and clothing... 


This was the starting point for the camp uprising and the prisoners' mobilization 
--essentially with the creation of the Committee for the Defense of Prisoners’ 
Interests. 


Whereas Israel had intended to turn El Ansar into a graveyard for the Palestinian 
revolution, El Ansar became a veritable stronghold of the Palestinian struggle. 
The camp became a graveyard for the dreams nurtured by Zionists: we had Pales- 
tinian and Lebanese flags flying above the tents, portraits of Abou Ammar posted 
in the central yard... 
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[Question] How did your torturers react? Did they watch idly as the prisoners' 
militancy was revived? 


[Answer] Progressively, the enemy started to give up. At first, it thought it 
could impress us, intimidate us by gathering all its forces (men in combat 
dress, all weapons and tanks)... 


[Question] ... Did it develop another form of repression? Did it invent a new 
repressive weapon’? 


[Answer] Yes, of course. It attempted to take over the prisoners’ protest 
Movement: it gave us a relative freedom of action that might heve worked against 
us. But, of course, the prisoners' vigilance managed to thwart this trap. With 
each "victory," the prisoners’ would increase their pressure. 


Later on, the prisoners tried to use their organized dissent to act efficiently, 
achieve concrete results: for instance, to force the Zionists to release the 
prisoners who were sick. Then, there were also a succession of weeks during 
which the prisoners worked for things as varied as the release of civilians or 
of the Lebanese. 


In such a climate of tension, an incident was to be expected. It was in Decem- 
ber--I don't remember the exact date--a nervous Israeli soldier fired on the 
crowd and killed two prisoners... 


We demanded the appointment of an international commission to investigate this 
case. Of course, Israel rejected our demand and led its own investigation which 
quite simply concluded that a technical mistake had been made! 


Thus, this strongarm wrestling match between the prisoners and their torturers 
was going on in El Ansar, while from time to time a few were released. 


Basically, the El Ansar prisoners" contribution to the Palestinian struggle 

was as important as that of the fedayeen who held Beirut. For, by continuously 
harassing the Zionist enemy, the El Ansar prisoners created a new front, the 
southern front... 


In this struggle between the prisoners and their torturers, therefore, the Inter- 
national Red Cross played a respectable part... It enabled us in some cases to 
force the Zionist's hand and made our detention somewhat more bearable, especially 
by bringing books (mostly novels and language textbooks) and newspapers (Israeli 
newspapers of course, like the JERUSALEM POST) into the camp. 


What worried the Israelis the most, it seemed to me, whas the prisoners" ability 
to coordinate their actions. That was one of the secrets of El Ansar: once the 
decision to demonstrate had been made, the 20 sections would be at the meeting 
place at the appointed hour. Their precision was surprising: the enemy would 
lose sleep over it and found itself forced to negotiate with the Committee for 
the Defense of the Prisoners' Interests... 


[Question] Who was on this committee? 
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[Answer] Representatives appointed by the prisoners themselves. They represent- 
ed all trends... The committee was aware of the strength of the prisoners’ number 
(5,000 to 6,000 prisoners) and played this trump card. 


We are coming now to my release. The day I left, on 17 April 1983, was the 
"Palestinian Prisoners’ Day," that was also to include a day of action for the 
release of the Lebanese... 


1 was released quite by chance. I was also released conditionally. Considering 
that I was a foreigner (non-Lebanese) and "undesirable" on Lebanese ground as 
far as Israel was concerned, the International Red Cross had to promise to take 
full charge of my transfer from El Ansar to Beirut and my departure from Lebanon. 


Since I had no objections to being returned to Tunisia, the Red Cross took 

the necessary steps, especially that of contacting Tunisian authorities who 
agreed to provide me with an airplane ticket and a pass--for I had lost all my 
papers. 


This is how, last 17 April, I left El Ansar. After one night in Sour, at the 
International Red Cross headquarters, on 18 April at 13:00, I left Beirut, 10 
minutes before the U.S. embassy blew up. 


[Question] In closing, could you draw a balance of your experience? What 
will you remember of your stay in Lebanon? 


[Answer] For me, life goes on. 


[ am in my graduating year at the Grenoble Faculty of Literature. I hope to 
be able to renew my passport as soon as possible so as to be there on time for 
the September session examinations. 


Yet, I believe that after my detention at El Ansar, I have become still more 
sensitive to what is going on in the Middle East; I feel more involved than ever 
in the Palestinian people's struggle. 


| have understood that Zionism does not make any difference between an Algerian, 
a Tunisian or a Libyan. I have understood that Israel is fighting all the Arabs 
when it fights the Palestinians. 


Another thing that I remember from this experience is the pride which Palestinian 
combatants derive from the war in Lebanon. 


This is the first war in 17 years in which the Palestinians and the Zionists 
were opposed face to face. Therefore, it has been the first Palestinian-Israeli 
war... 


Certainly, the day will come when the confrontation will be a purely Arab- 
Israeli confrontation. 


9294 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


PLO ORGAN RESUMES PUBLICATION--The PLO organ FALASTIN AL-THAWRAH reappeared 
yesterday in Tripoli, north Lebanon in the form of a daily newspaper. 
FALASTIN AL-THAWRAH used to be published weekly in Beirut before it ceased 
publication last summer. [Text] [LD131857 Tunis Domestic Service in Arabic 
1800 GMT 13 Jun 83] 


SAUDI AID INSTALLMENT TO PLO--Riyadh--The PLO has received from Saudi 
Arabia 28.5 million rials, which is an installment of the aid which Saudi 
Arabia pledged to pay to support the PLO and the Palestinian people's 
steadfastness in accordance with the Baghdad summit resolution. This was 
stated by Rafiq an-Natshah (Abu Shakir), Fatah Central Committee member 

and PLO representative in Saudi Arabia. He said that Saudi Arabia has 
constantly honored its pledges to the PLO, and did so on schedule. In his 
statement an-Natshah praised the Saudi Arabian king, government, and people 
for their material and political support for the Palestinian revolution and 
the Palestinian people. It is worth noting that a similar installment was 
paid to the PLO on 14 February of this year. [By Mahir 'Abbas] [Text] 
[PM172212 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 17 Jun 83 p 1] 


PALESTINIAN GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY--Damascus, July 4 (FUNA)--The formation of 
a "Palestinian Geographical Society" [was] announced Sunday by an official 
of the Palestine Liberation Organization's higher education department. 

The society, modelled on a number of Palestinian academic institutions and 
cultural groups, will aim to encourage the teaching of the geography of 
Palestine and hopes to publish a journal and develop a comprehensive 
archive of books, documents, research material, maps and photographs. 

[Text] [LD050555 Kuwait KUNA in English 1758 GMT 4 Jul 83] 


CSO: 4400/423 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


SAUDI RAILWAY PLANS REVIEWED 
GFO51211 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 4 Jul 83 p 5 


[Text] The ambitious project to develop railways in Saudi Arabia is well 
underway with 26,000 kilometers of passenger lines and 37,000 kilometers of 
cargo lines already in use in the kingdom, said the chairman of the Railways 
Authority, Mr. Faysal Al-Shahin. 


Three main railway links were established between Al-Dammam, Riyadh and 
Hufuf and three more are to be built between Khar' al-Baqiq and Hoardh 
areas. A new line was built linking the eastern and central parts of the 
kingdom, he said. 


Saudi railways transported more than 350,000 passengers last year and the 
traffic is expected to exceed one million by the end of the Saudi five-year 
plan, said Mr. Al-Shahin. 


He said that the authority has ordered for 850 more wagons, 40 of which are 
airconditioned passenger coaches. 


The project has paid rich dividends to the authority and in Riyadh alone 
more than 137,000 cargo containers landed this year as compared to 120,000 
last year, he said. The authority earned 80 million riyals from cargo 
trains in the last fiscal year. 





Railway traffic is to be monitored by computers during the second phase of 
the railway development plan, said Mr. Al-Shahin. 


The Railway Authority is now studying a proposal to build an 80-kilometer 
line linking Al-Jubayl, Al-Dammam and Riyadh. The line will eventually be 
extended to link Riyadh and Yanbu', the industrial center of the kingdom. 


Desert sand poses a severe threat to the maintenance of the railway track 
and more than 500 people are employed to clear the sand from the tracks, he 
said. Oil is sometimes sprayed on the tracks to avoid formation of sand 
dunes, he added. | 


Most of the trains in Saudi Arabia have diesel engines with a speed of 
160 km an hour. Plans are underway to increase the speed to 250 or 300 km 


an hour, Mr. Al-Shahin added. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


UAE TO HOST AGCC JOINT MILITARY EXERCISES 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 20 Jun 83 p 1 





ARMED forces from the six- 
nation Arab Gulf Cooperation 
Council (AGCC) will hold 
joint military exercises in the 
UAE in October, 
Lieutenant-General Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed, Abu Dhabi 
Crown Prince and Deputy 
Supreme Commander of the 
UAE Armed Forces, has said. 


Shaikh Khalifa told the Saudi news- 
paper ‘Al Sharq Al-Awsat’ in an 
interview that troops from the UAE, 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain 
and Oman would hold the exercises to 
“stress the keenness of the AGCC 
states on keeping the area free from 
the influence and interference of the 
superpowers and maintaining the sta- 
bility sought by its peoples.” 

He said the manoeuvres, the first 
ever hosted by the UAE on its territ- 
ory, would last 10 to 15 days. 


Shaikh Khalifa said the Council has 
made a ‘‘major stride’ in building a 
Gulf power based on “complete milit- 
ary cooperation, coordination and 
integration in the various fields of 
defence.” 

“This would not leave any gap or 
hole in the Gulf wall,” he said, adding 
such a power was a national and 
strategic necessity in a world where 
charters and international confer- 
ences can no longer prevent aggres- 
sion and protect the right of:the peo- 


e . 

Shaikh Khalifa stressed the man- 
oeuvres reflected the AGCC’s deter- 
mination to continue shouldering its 
‘historic responsibility’+ for the 
benefit of the area, the Arab nation 
and the world as a whole/ 
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Stressing the security of the Gulf did 
not only involve the military aspect, 
Shaikh Khalifa said a long-term 
strategy also included several other 
elements—social, political and 
economic. 

‘All these are part of a chain that 
would eventually lead to the good and 
prosperity of the citizens of the region, 
a fact which would reflect itself on the 
Arab homeland and bolster interna- 
tional peace and security,’ he added. 

He said the security of the Gulf was 
“part and parcel”’ of the Arab national 
security, which he stressed could only 
be achieved through positive coopera- 
tion among the Gulf countries. 

Shaikh Khalifa said the best means 
to maintain peace and stability in the 
region was through rejecting “all 
forms of superpowers interference.” 

_ “This would not affect the flow of 
oil, which plays a vital role in the 
development of civilisation,” he said. 

He noted that the region had about 
56 per cent of the world’s proven 
reserves of oil and exported about 60 
per cent of the global needs of crude. 

Asked about the future of the reg- 
ion, Shaikh Khalifa said only through 
conscience, the sons of the Gulf would 
be able to abort any attempt by the 
superpowers to interfere “directly or 
indirectly” in the internal affairs of the 
States in the region. 

Shaikh Khalifa said the UAE, 
which had had the honour of hosting 
the firss AGCC summit meeting in 
Abu Dhabi in May 1981, had wel- 
comed the manoeuvres out of its 
keenness to support any step that 
would bolster the joint Arab Gulf 
action. 

He disclosed that several meetings 
would be held after Eid Al Fitr to pre- 
pare for the manoeuvres, which had 
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been approved at a meeting of Gulf 
defence ministers and chiefs of staff. 

He said the exercises would be con- 
fined to the ground forces, but added 
preparations were being made for air 
exercises before the end of this year. 

He said similar preparations for the 
naval forces were also being made. 

Shaikh Khalifa expressed confi- 
dence the exercises would succeed 
referring to the joint “principles” that 
link the Gulf countries, such as one 
tradition, one religion and identical 
views. 

Asked about the effects of shortage 
of manpower on the military prog- 
rammes in the Gulf region, Shaikh 
Khalifa said “new arming methods do 
not depend on vast manpower.” 

The youths in the member states 
have proved their ability to use the 
most advanced and sophisticated 
weapons in a record period.” 

Shaikh Khalifa expressed regret at 
the present situation in the Arab 
world which he said threatened com- 
plete loss of all efforts made during the 
past few years for the just Arab cause. 

He said the holding of an Arab 
summit meeting had become a neces- 
sity to face this dangerous situation 
and confront the Zionist campaign 
aimed at ‘‘swallowing Arab occupied 
territories.” 


‘A continuation of the present situ- 
ation only benefits the enemies of the 
Arab nation and we have to mobilise 
our potentials, to discard our differ- 
ences and unite Arab ranks,”’ he said. 

Shaikh Khalifa said the UAE was 
‘following with sorrow and great con- 
cern the continuation of the Iraq-Iran 
war and its destructive effects.” 

He expressed bis hope that efforts 
being made to end the 33-month-old 
conflict would succeed —WAM 








TEXTILE INDUSTRY BOOMING AGAIN 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 3 Jul 83 p 12 


[Article by Raman Kapoor ] 


[Text ] 


THE UAE textile market is 
booming again, after having 
been under the weather for 
over a year. The ‘sickness, 
precipitated by Iran stopping 
imports from the UAE, has 
become a thing of the past. 
The textile traders, who are 
doing a buoyant re-export 
business—including to Iran 
through various. channels— 
are placing big import orders 
with textile manufacturers all 
over the world. 


The UAE market this year has 
emerged as the world’s largest impor- 
ter of textiles from Japan. The volume 
of orders placed with Japan during the 
first four months of 83 was much 
higher than that of the big consuming 
markets like the United States, Saudi 
Arabia, Hong Kong and Singapore. 

The setback to revenues due to oil 
price drop does not seem to have 
affected textile imports into the UAE. 
Goods are being imported on a large 
scale from Korea, Europe (UK, Swit- 
zerland, Germany, France, Belgium, 
Spain, etc.), india, Taiwan, Thailand, 
Indonesia and Hong Kong. Imports 
during the first four months of 1983 
have been double of the correspond- 
ing period of 1982. 

The following 1983 monthly order 
placement figures with Japanese mills 
indicate the UAE to be on top of the 
table: In January, February, March 
and April, orders from the UAE were 
for 33, 25, 38 and 32 million square 
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yards respectively, while those from 
the United States were 21. 16, 20 and 
22 million square yards: Saudi Arabia 
28, 26, 30, 25 million square yards; 
Hong Kong 15, 19, 18, 23 milhon 
square yards: and Singapore 16, 7, 14, 
18 million square yards. 

Majority of imports into the UAE 
are of polyester fabrics. from Japan, 
Korea and India, whereas the imports 
from Taiwan are of polyester suiting. 
Thailand, Indonesia etc... provide 
poly-cotton shirting materials mainiv, 
and from Europe come silk, polyester 
and woollen suiting materials. In 
1982, the UAE placed orders for 240 
million square yards of polyester tila- 
ment fabrics with the Japanese mills 

Market circles feel that total 
imports this vear would be much 
higher than 1982 when the value of 
imports was 423.22 million dollars. In 
1981. the imports were valued at 
447.25 million dollars while in 1980 
383.5 million dollars worth of textile 
goods were imported. 

Between 70 and 80 per cent of all 
textile imports into the UAE, are 
re-exported. A new factor that has led 
to a spurt in overseas demand is the 
largescale contracting of textiles by 
Afghan traders who have been very 
active in Dubai during the recent 
weeks. Market reports say that one 
flight every week has been leaving 
Dubai airport during the past few 
weeks. with textile consignments on 
contract by Afghani traders 


The re-export demand has started 
picking up from Iran. Uganda, 
Somalia, Yemen, and the neighbour- 
ing Gulf countries. Goods are going to 
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Iran in a big way following the liberal- 
sation of import restrictions for the 
lranian expatriates. Additionally, the 
summer rush of expatriates going 
home has livened up the business in 
the local market. 


The largescale stock-holding by the 
traders, which brought financial disas- 
ter to many last year, offers no danger 
now. Banks are once again offering 
liberal financial cover, interest rates 
being charged varying from 19/2 to 15 
Per cent on prime accounts. 

Thanks to the brisk offtake, prices 
of textiles have registered at least 10 
per cent increase in the UAE market, 
with the dealers raising them further 
for a wide range of items. Market 
analysts feel that the demand is likely 
to be very good till fhe end of the year, 
and there is no question of any price 
drop for the rest of 1983. 

The increased customs levy prop- 
osed by the AGCC from September 
has made the local traders import 
whatever they can before the expected 
deadline. A policy of “wait and 
watch” 1s being observed by the trad- 
ers who are anxious to find out the 
component of customs duty on tex- 
tiles’ imports before making larges- 
cale commitments.’ 

The increas. in demands not only 
from the UAE but also from Iran. 
Libya and the USA, has resulted in 
shipments from Japan to this country 
subject to delays of about 20 to 30 
days, according to Mr Teruo Oguni of 
the Dubai office of C. Itoh & Co., the 
biggest exporter of Japanese textiles. 
As of now shipments to the UAE are 
not available from Japan before 
November/December. The extra- 
busy season in Japan has led to the 
diversion of some orders to Korea, 
India and some other countries. 

Prices of Japanese textiles have also 
gone up by 15 to 20 per cent since the 
beginning of this year. “Such a boom 
in printed fabrics had not been 
recorded in Japan during the past 
seven to eight years,” said Mr Oguni. 
For instance, the average per yard fob 
price in 1981 was 89.5 cents, which 
dropped to 82.4 cents per yard in 1982 
(international recession being the 
reason) and the price till April this 
year was 80 cents. The ruling price is 
now more than 90 cents per yard. 
Other countries have also jacked up 
their prices, compelling local traders 
to do likewise. 

Japanese products are currently fac- 
ing keen competition in cotton and 
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polyester/cotton fabric items from the 
South-East Asian nations. Even its 
polyester filament fabrics face stiff 
competition from Korean goods. 
Korea is thought to have overcon- 
tracted Japan on both spun fabrics and 
filament fabrics, according to market 
sources. 

The trend in the local market for 
spun fabrics is at a standstill in terms of 
offtake. The Japanese silky polyester 
fabrics are also facing problems. 

The import trend of Japanese stable 
fibre has shown variation of late in the 
local market. For ingtance, at one time 
import of Japanese polyester/cotton 
broadcloth or poplin for shirts and 
thobe used to be popular, but not any 
more. 

Sales of Japanese voile have 
increased in both value and quantity. 
Korean, Indian, Taiwanese, 
Indonesian and Thai cotton fabrics 
have displaced the Japanese in this 
market. Until a year or so ago, Chin- 
ese goods were very popular, but no 
longer now. 

The most popular items in Japanese 
fabrics in the local market are 
‘Pongee, ‘Palace,’ ‘Suede’ and ‘Chif- 
fon, but in view of tight bookings, 
shipments are not available before the 
end of the year. 

Korean textile exports to the UAE 
in 1982 were valued at 48.21 million 


dollars, and this is likely to touch 60 
million dollars, this year, maintains 
Mr Dae Kyun Song, chief of the 
Korean Trade Centre in Dubai. In 
1982 Korea exported 5.9 billion dol- 
lars worth of textiles worldwide and its 
Middle East, specially UAE, perfor- 
mance is steadily improving, said Mr 
Song. Fabrics account for 60 per cent 
of all Korean textile imports into the 
UAE; readymade garments account 
for 10 per cent, blankets for 7 per cent, 
and the remaining being other small- 
range items. 

The main Korean items are georget- 
tes, fancy items, mink blankets, 
readymade garments, fabrics, etc. 
Textiles constitute 31 per cent of 
Korea’s exports to the UAE, which 
were worth 160 million dollars last 
year. 

The maximum offtake in the UAE 
market is for women's sarees and 
dress materials (30 per cent), tetron 
cotton shirtings and tetron viscose 
suitings (20 per cent), suitings includ- 
ing men’s dress (20 per cent). Rest of 
the imports are for fancy brocades, 
furnishing items, women’s black dress, 
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etc. Over 6§ per cent of all imports are 
of printed fabrics 

The Irani and the Afghan: traders 
mainly have been buving tetron cotton 
shirting and tetron viscose suitings. 
Till a few months ago, the Afghan 
buyers used to travel to Singapore tor 
buving these, but now contract all 
their purchases in Dubai. The Japan- 
ese mills have stopped the sale of tet- 
rons to Singapore and are catering to 
the UAE market, according to Mr 
Ram Buxani., general manager of ITL. 

About 30 per cent of all the textile 
imports from Japan is coming from the 
big Japanese corporations, such as 
Toray, Teijin, Kuraray, Unitika, 
Kanebo, Toyobo. Ashikasei, Mit- 
subishi Rayon: their goods are known 
as ‘branded. The remaining 70) per 
cent are coming in from smaller mills, 
whose prices are 10 to 20 per cent 
lower, their goods are called 
‘unbranded_ 

The share of branded goods ts low 
because the majority of unbranded 
goods exporters from Japan are 
Indians who undercut the rates, 
according to Mr Takehiko Sakuma, 
Dubai manager of Toyo Menka 
Kaisha, an export arm of Kuraray 

Our competitors in this market are 
not the other foreign products but the 
Indian businessmen who offer such 
low prices,” Mr Sakuma said. 

The Dubai traders are also very 
quick in taking decisions, and due to 
their higher turnover manage higher 
profits, Mr Sakuma felt. Price fluctua- 
tions in the local market is very fast 
and most traders feel safe to dispose ot 
their stocks without long delays 

Dubai, on the whole, offers much 
cheaper prices for textiles than anv- 
where in the Middle East, in view of 
the good facilities offered by the local 
traders, said Mr Sakuma. 

Rates offered by Dubai are always 
lower than those offered by Saudi 
Arabia. Last year the difference was 
quite substantial, thereby motivating 
Saudi traders to lift huge stocks from 
Dubai. Moreover, last year was a very 
depressed period for the textile mar- 
ket and the traders. in their anxiety to 
get rid of their huge stocks, offered 
prices which were lower than even in 
Japan. The price differential this sea- 
son ts slight between Dubai and Saud: 
Arabia: hence. bving by Saudi Arabia 
this vear has gone down in volume 
Moreover, this year the Saudi have 
directly contracted large quantities of 
goods with Japan. 











DEVELOPMENT OF NATIONAL AIRLINE DISCUSSED 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 28 Jun 83 p 1 


[Text ] 


THE Federal Cabinet yesterday 
discussed the setting up of a 
national airline which had been 
suggested by the Federal National 
Council at a recent session. 


The FNC had called for the establ- 
ishment of a national carrier, saying 
that it could contribute to the 
development of the country. 

Last night's Cabinet session, which 
was presided over by Shaikh Mak- 
toum bin Rashid, Deputy Prime 
Minister of the UAE and Crown 
Prince of Dubai, also reviewed the 
recommendations made by the FNC 
about the national budget. The FNC 
had been critical of the delay in releas- 
ing the budget and had urged the gov- 
ernment to announce the budget at 
the beginning of the year to ensure 
that spending was regulated. 

The Cabinet last night approved a 
draft law defining and regulating the 
rights of an author. The copyright law 
is the first of its kind to be approved in 
the country. No details of the draft 
were made available. 

However it is understood that the 
law will be an appendix to the Press 
Law. 


The draft law was presented to the 
Cabinet by the Ministry of Informa- 
tion and Culture. 

The Cabinet also reviewed the 
FNC’s proposals on .mproving com- 
munications in the country. The coun- 
cil had called for cuts in the cost of 
installing telephones. 

The council had also called upon the 
government to develop road links with 
AGCC countries. 

The Cabinet also approved a 
memorandum submitted by the per- 
manent projects committee to stream- 
line project costs. It was pointed out 
that the costs of several development 
projects had to be revised due to 
changes proposed by the 
municipalities concerning their loca- 
tion and design of the building: The 
Cabinet ruled that no such changes 
would be made once the plan had been 
approved by the relevant authorities. 

Changes would only be allowed, 
when ft was considered absolutely 
necessary. The law would apply to all 
the projects being handled by the 
permanent projects committee includ- 
ing the construction of roads, schools, 
hospitals and other buildings. 
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NEW POLICE ACADEMY TO BE ESTABLISHED 


UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 19 Jun 83 p 2 


[Text ] 


THE Fatwa and Legislation 
Department of the Ministry of 
Justice, Islamic Affairs and 
Augaf has given final shape to 
the draft of a federal law con- 
cerning the setting up and 
working of a police college in 
the country. 


The college, under the law, will 
be responsible for training officers 
for police and security forces by 
holding, among other things, 
specialised courses in modern 
cnme fighting techniques and 
related subjects. 


The college will be managed by a 
council with the Under-Secretary of 


the Ministry of Internal Affairs as its 
head. The director-general of the legal 
department (police), the director- 
general of administration and finance 
of the ministry, the director-general of 
planning and training, the director of 
the college and the director of .its 
Diwan will be members of the council. 


, The council will frame the general 
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education policy of the college in 
accordance with tne requirements of 
the country. Besides approving syl- 
labus and physical and moral training 
programmes, the council will regulate 
its financial policy and supervise mat- 
ters relating to the appointment of 
staff, terms and conditions for admis- 
sion and the award of scholarships. 


Under the draft law, only UAE 
nationals, holding a general secondary 
certificate, or its equivalent, will be 
eligible for admission, the age-limit 
being 18 to 25 years. 


Candidates seeking admission 
should be of good moral character, 
should have no conviction on charges 
of dishonesty and immorality, should 
have no affiliation with a political 
party or an illegal organisation and 
should not be anti-religion. The appl- 
icant should be physically fit with a 
minimum height of 160 cm. 

In cases of men with military ser- 
vice, there will be relaxation in age 
limit—30 years. 


Those admitted to the college will 
be required to sign a bond to serve the 
police force for at least three years. 

The college will have a two-year 
study course. —WAM 

















UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PLANS FORSHARJAH LAND DEVELOPMENT DISCUSSED 


Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 20 Jun 83 p 3 


[Article by Latheef Farook] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


WITH the utilisation of land for 
development projects having 
reached a saturation point in 
Sharjah city. the municipality, 
under its new development 
§trategy, 1s working for the urban- 
isation of suburban areas, particu- 
larly concentrating on vast unde- 
veloped areas along the Dhaid 
Road. 


Explaining the new pian,a spokes- 
man of the municipality told Khalee; 
Times yesterday that the three sides of 
the emirate, surrounded by sea and 
the neighbouring emirates, had 
already been developed on modern 
lines with shopping and residential 
complexes. hotels and roads. Since all 
available land in these places have 
beensutilised, the municipality was 
now moving towards Dhaid, which 
will now be the centre of all develop- 
ment activities 


Long-term planning 


The development work in Sharjah, 
the spokesman said. had always been 
carned out on the basis of long-term 
planning. About the past perfor- 
mance, be said that the city had been 
divided into three zones—residential, 
commercial and industrial. As part of 
this overall programme, 320 wide dual 
carniagewavs were built. 
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The city has 36 residential, 13 
commercial and 20 industrial sectors. 
The industrmal areas in Layyah and 
Sajja have been reserved for heavy 
mdustries, both marine-related and 
general. 

Regarding the building rules in the 
emirate, the spokesman said that 
except in commercial sectors along Al 
Wasit road where ground plus one 
flour is allowed, there was no restnic- 
tion to height in commercial buildings. 
In residential areas, however,only the 
ground floor 1s allowed, with relaxa- 
tion for an additional floor an special 
cases. In the industrial sector, multi- 
storey buildings are permitted only 
along the main roads Al! construction 
in the interior is restricted to ground 
floor. 

According to statistics made avai!- 
able to this reporter. Sharjah has 
10.100 villas, 5,783 traditional Arab 
houses. about 800 residential-cum- 
commercial buildings ranging from 
ground floor to 15 storeys, besides 
2.500 industnal estabbshments, 70 


‘masques;-#3 markets, eghrpohice sta- 
‘tions, T2 “hospitals, 30 sthools, four 


post Offices and a community centre. 

The spokesman attributed the 
smc oth flow of traffic in Sharjah to its 
carefully planned roundabouts, 
bridges.and underpagses. Sharjah has 
nine bridges and five underpasses and 
no traffic-signals. 
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BRIEFS 


BLACKLISTING PRO-ISRAEL COMPANIES--The Ministry of Economy and Commerce 

has issued orders blacklisting a number of companies for having relations 
with Israel. The action has been taken at the request of the Boycott Israel 
Office in Abu Dhabi and in implementation of the recommendations of the 
Boycott Israel Conference. The list includes 29 American companies. Besides, 
there are a number of French, Swiss, British, West German, Greek, Kenyan, 
Indian, Japanese, Belgian, Austrian and Cypriot companies. A Swiss bank has 
also been blacklisted. According to the order, five British, seven Japanese, 
three American, three West German, two French, one Swiss, one Swedish and 
one Maltese firms have been taken off the boycott list for having corrected 
their position regarding the boycott rules. [Text] [Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES 

in English 19 Jun 83 p 3] 


RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA--Geneva-UAE Minister of Labour and Social 

Affairs Saif Al Jarwan has appealed to all businessmen around the world to 
end commercial relations with the racist regime in South Africa. Ina speech 
to members of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) currently meeting 
here, Mr Jarwan called on the world media to expose the inhuman practices 

of the South African regime against the Blacks which contravene basic human 
rights. Mr Jarwan, who was speaking on behalf of the Arab delegations to the 
conference also called on the ILO to intensify its efforts to train African 
workers and provide them with all technical aid. He described the resolutions 
adopted by the ILO committee on apartheid as the minimum measures that should 
be taken by the world community to free the people of South Africa from their 
suffering. He said the racist regime of South Africa and the Zionist regime 
in the occupied Arab territories had a common ideology and followed the same 
brutal policies.--WAM [Text] [Dubayy KHALEEJ TIMES in English 18 Jun 83 


p 1] 
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RESISTANCE GROUPS CONTINUE THEIR FIGHT AGAINST SOVIETS 


Christchurch THE PRESS in English 21 Jun 83 p 20 


[Text ] 


Reports last month suggested 
that a ceasefire had been tacitly 
agreed to by Russian and guerrilla 
forces in the Panjshir valley. One 
Sor ord wr, eee 
were so ou - 
Russian offensive that 7 gs asked 
for a breather so they could tend 
their crops. 


Another explanation, put for- 
ward by Mr Amin Wakman of the 
secular opposition, was that the 
resistance had been badly hurt by 
squabbles among its Islamic fun- 
damentalist factions, and had sued 
for a temporary peace. 

That is not the story your 
correspondent heard during a six- 
week stay in the Panjshir Ma 4 
this spring. According to 
Ahmad Shah Massood, who com- 
mands the guerrilla forces in the 
valley, it was the Russians who 
asked for the ceasefire. 

They were given it on condition 
that they get entirely out of the 
valley (except for a token garri- 
son) and not bomb it from the air. 
Mr Massood says that the guerril- 
las now control the Panjshir valley 
unchallenged. There is plenty of 
evidence to support him. 

Mr is the military 
commander in the Panjshir valley 
of a resistance group called Jam- 
iat Islami, its political head is 


eee Rabbani in Peshwar, 
akistan. Mr Massood has long 


two camps in the 
valley are known for turning out 
excellent commanders and 


Massood, who is now 29, has 
been fighting Afghan governments 
for a long time. While an engineer- 
ing student at Kabul polytechnic, 
he was a member of a fundamen- 
talist group named Moslem Youth 
which opposed President Daud. In 
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1975, Mr Massood went under- 
ground and began raiding govern- 
ment military posts. He set up his 
operation in the Panjshir valley in 
the spring of 1979, six months 
hefore the Russians marched in 
Afghanistan. 

Russians have attacked the 
valley each spring since. They 
ae had no onal eee ey ior 

ujaheddin gue w y 
your correspondent’s educated 
guess) now number 5000 to 7500. 

In April last year the Russians 
— a much larger assault than 
either of the earlier ones; in fact it 
turned into the biggest tion 
of the war. About 30,000 Russian 
and Afghan government troops 
invaded the valley. They were 
supported from the air by MIG 
jets and Hind MI-24 helicopter 


gunships. 

The Panjshir valley is about 60 
miles long. It runs from near the 
town of Guibahar, 50 miles north 
of Kabul, towards the north-east 
through the mountains of the 
Hindu Kush. A single-track dirt 
road leads 25 miles up the valley 
from its mouth in the south-west. 
Where it st is the end of the 
line for traffic on wheels. 

The Russian assault did well at 
first: the valley was occupied up to 
the end of the road. The advance 
was then forced back. They valley 
floor is about 8000ft above sea 
level, the mountains that line it 
reach 16,000ft. Guerrilla positions 


high in the hills could not easily be 
touched by Russian fire. But the 
guerrillas used Dashaka heavy 
machine guns and Sam-7s to shoot 
down Russian helicopters. 

The mountains are so high that 
guerrilla gunners sometimes fired 
from above to knock out Russian 
aircraft flying below them through 
the valley. 

By December the Russians and 
their Afghan allies had been 
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ushed back to the village of 
uka, 12 miles into the valley. 
They had scorched the earth they 
retreated over, hoping to deprive 
the Mujaheddin of food. 

Then, in Mecember, the aerial 
bombardment stopped. Two days 
later a Russian emissary appeared 
out of the blue to ask the guerril- 
las for ceasefire negotiations. In 
ee an agreement was 
reached: all Russian and Afghan 
overnment troops would be with- 
rawn except for a garrison of 300 
Russians stationed at Anowar, 
seven miles inside the valley, the 
guerrillas would have the right to 
inspect all supplies to the garrison: 
the Russians would not venture 
outside the garrison to contact 
Panjshir residents; and all hostile 
action on both sides would stop. By 
early March the Russians had left. 

Thus the Mujaheddin. Your cor- 
respondent can confirm the result, 
if not what led to it. Over a stretch 

of road 15 miles in length there 
were mom than 100 recently 
wrecked helicopters, tanks, ar- 
moured personnel carriers, heavy 
artillery and tracked vehicles. 

There were Russians in the 
Anowar garrison, but none else- 
where in the valley; the Mujahed- 
din had free run of it. And no 
bombe fell. 

The Russians often give up 
ground they have won in Afghanis- 
tan; they control only a tiny part 
of the land anyway, but it is 
unusual for them to ask for a 
ceasefire, or (especially) to give up 
aerial attacks. Why they would 
give up their air attack, even after 
a defeat on the ground, is mystify- 
ing. 
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It is said Mr Massood’s accom- 
plishment was so great that 12 
provincial commanders have 
agreed to join him for an offensive 
against a fixed Russian target (as 
distinct from a run-of-the-mill am- 
bush). 

The Panjshir ceasefire is for six 
months oniy, and runs out this 
summer. There are rumours that 
Mr Massood may then attack the 
Russian base at Bagram. A co- 
ordinated assault would give evi- 
dence of the kind of strategic 
breakthrough that has so far 
eluded the bickering guerrilla fac- 
tions. 

There is no way of knowing 
what effect their apparent rout 
from the Panjshir valley may have 
on Russian thinking about the 
indirect peace talks due to resume 
in Geneva on June 16. Any deal 
done by Pakistan, Russia and the 
West over the heads of guerrilla 
commanders like Mr Massood 
would presumably be ignored; only 
an Islamic government in Kabul 
would satisfy them. 

The need to staunch the flow of 
arms to the guerrillas must prey 
on Russian minds. Through the 
wee camp at Tremangal, in 

akistan’s North West Province 
not far from Peshawar, the Mu- 
jaheddin import on average 2500 
small arms, rifles and rocket 
launchers into Afghanistan each 
month, together with mortars, 
heavy machine guns and anti-tank 
mines. It is a traffic that no 
Afghan government friendly to 
Russia, but without Russian troops, 
could hope to survive. 
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IRP ORGAN DENOUNCES 'PAPAL SUPPORT FOR CRIMINAL U.S.' 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 19 Jun 83 p 1l 


[Text] "We and the Christian world are living in an age when the Pope, the 
leader of the Catholics, instead of condemming America for the crimes it 
commits against humanity and inciting his followers to opposition against the 
oppressors, supports America and advises other oppressors to cooperate with 
it.” 


These remarks by Ayatollah Khomeyni, leader of the Islamic revolution and the 
hope of the oppressed people of the world, were issued in his proclamation of 
yesterday, which came on the occasion of the Ba'thist, Zionist Saddam's 

latest crime, the martyring of several descendants of the Prophet (Peace be 
upon Him). They are a ringing cry of the Islamic revolution, which continues 
in the straight way of the Seal of the Prophets (Peace be upon Him). In the 
poisoned atmosphere of a world where corruption and corrupters are the chief 
accomplishment of the politicians and men who claim to be its leaders, they 
have revitalized that savior of humanity's proclamation "I have come to perfect 
the noblest of virtues."" Precise proof of our Imam's remarks was in the 

Great Pope's advice the day before yesterday to that rebellious general of 
Poland, Jaruzelski, who was enjoined as a matter of duty to become a true 
friend of the Great Satan. These comments by the Pope in a communist country, 
and his sermon to an oppressive, despotic communist leader, bear no 
resemblance to a "message" from a spiritual father. It was the Pope's 
responsibility to deliver the message of Christ (Peace be upon Him) to the 
Polish leaders, together with the gospel and predictions of the New Testament, 
and to call upon them to go in the direction of the humanitarian values 
embodied in the teachings of the Holy Christ. Is the Great Pope, instead 

of bearing the message of peace, knowledge of God, and virtuousness, in 
accordance with the requirements of his spiritual position, acting as political 
courier and middle man for America's deceitful diplomacy, and calling 
Jaruzelski to the White House instead of to the church and its teachings? 


The religious people of Poland not only know the Pope as a former compatriot, 
but also as the most powerful Christian leader, and they expect him to 
pressure Poland's political officials with his sermons to at least give their 
religious freedom back to them. The Pope, however, advises that "solidarity," 
that same union for which America is fervently yearning, be officially 
recognized. It is a complete surprise that the Pope is backing a union of 




















which its leader, Lech Walesa, said two years ago, “our movement is not at 

all religious," and it is intriguing that the Pope is eagerly applying pressure 
to meet with this very individual who shuns religion, and that the granting 

of such authorization by Jaruzelski was one of the things agreed upon in the 
Pope's talk with the general of Poland two days ago. 


When the revolutionary movement of the Polish nation began two years ago, 

it had a religious quality, and despite the negative climate of opinion 

Lech Walesa created against the leaders of the Roman Catholic church in Poland, 
in its beginnings both the movement and Solidarity showed a religious face, 

and until that time the people gave their support in an extensive movement 

of millions in the glow of religious commitment. As soon as the union's 
separation from religion was announced, however, everyone left him and his 
movement, Jaruzelski appeared and brought trouble for them, and today even 

the Great Pope cannot resolve their difficulties. 


The thirsty nation of Poland is waiting for a religious solidarity to be 
strengthened or founded in opposition to irreligious solidarity, under any 
name it may have, so that a people who are fed up with the despotism and 
suffocation of communism may feel tranquility, courage, and a spirit of 
resistance within the shelter of religion, so that they may rise up against 
the corrupt, despotic regime, and so they can destroy this empty sorcerer's 
charm of Marxism. They do not want this, however, at the price of alignment 
with the opposite extreme of capitalism. U:fortunately, the Great Pope's 
position has cast this hope to the wind, because he is performing a political 
function rather than a religious one. It is a certainty that if the Pope had 
declared his mission to be a purely religious one at the beginning, before 
consulting the Polish officials, and had intended to travel to Poland to give 
communion in the open air of Warsaw, he could never have obtained permission 
to enter Poland. Since Jaruzelski had been given assurances of the limits 
and content of the Popes mission, however, this journey was made and is still 
continuing. 


The issue which has been raised by our great and intuitively aware Imam is 

in reality a "crisis of leadership" in the world, which he exemplified by 
mentioning the Muslim and Christian worlds. The "crisis of leadership,” 
howeverm which forms the entire essence of the corruption in today's human 
societies, is a pain from which a humanity that has fallen into the sewage of 
corruption cannot be saved except through the proper selection of a leader 
and politicians, and this is necessarily more practically possible through 
revolution. Throughout the world today, we see very few systems whose leaders 
are supported by a constitution and who are the true representatives of their 
nations. The Islamic revolution of Iran, under the leadership of the Imam 

of the nation, made this possible for the Iranian nation, so that they could 
choose their leaders according to their wishes. If this pattern is adopted 
by the cther oppressed nations without hesitation, social corruption, blood- 
shed, and despotism will be uprooted. In that event, people like the Pope 
will also take note of their religious mission, and they will not undertake 
to be couriers for the polarized bullies of the world. 
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MAJLIS SPEAKER THREATENS U.S., FRANCE, KUWAIT 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 9 Jul 83 pp 1, 4 


[Text ] 


TEHRAN, July 8 (IRNA) — 
“Iran will reap 
U.S., France and Kuwait, along 
with all those involved in the 
recent hijack of an Iranian plane. 
But this revenge will not be 
through terrorism, as is their 
common SS en Iran has its own 
ways,” sai jjatolesiam Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani in the Friday 
prayers of Tehran today. 

Speaking before hundreds of 
thousands of worshippers who had 
gathered in the Tehran University 
campus today, the last Friday of 
the Month of Ramadhan (Qods 
Day), Hashemi Rafsanjani said 
that Iran did not need to use 
sya to gain its ends; rather, 
it w use its Own appropriate 
methods to take revenge on those 
countries which were involved in 
the hijacking of Iran's jumbo jet 


passenger plane. 

He said that if Iran wanted to 
use terrorism. towns such as 
Basra-Al-Emarah, and Khanaqin 
would have been razed to the 
ground by now. 

Recalling western reports ack- 

ing that ‘‘in Iran, the 
longest waiting line is that of the 
volunteers for treading mine 
fields,’’ Rafsanjani noted that 
such a nation could easily take 
revenge from these countries 
t terrorism. But since Iran 
was a nation of logic, he said it did 
not need to resort to such acts. 

He said Iran had witnessed 
many of these terroristic acts, 
noting that the U.S. had become 
so desperate that it ordered its 
Ambassador to Bahrain io go to 
the airport and urge the pilot of 
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the Iranian helicopter to apply for 
with the Iranian pilot’s opposition 
to him. The pilot explained that 
he wanted to be in his own coun- 
try and to be —S for Islam. 

Speaking on boastings of 
the U.S. and West concerning 
their commitment to their obliga- 
tions, Rafsanjani said they were 
not at all committed to their obli- 
cations since the U.S. had illegally 
seized and was holding Iranian 
assets and the French government 
was holding some $1.5 billion Ira- 
nian wealth wich it has refused to 
return. 

“France is welcoming death. It 
is plagued with countless social, 
political and economic problems 
and now the nobility of the French 

has been further tarnished 
by the fact the leader of the U.S.- 
backed Munafigin terrorist group, 
which has killed and wounded 
many innocent Iranian people. 
was brought to their airport to talk 
with the hijackers. But the 
Kuwaitis did not even allow the 
official representative of Iran 
there to go to the airport and 
speak to them”, added Hashemi 
Rafsanjani. 

He said all the western powers, 
the U.S., Kuwait, France, Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq and others knew of 
the hijacking plot well in advance, 
and each had a hand in it. 

He added that after launching 
boistrous campaigns of Peron 
nation against the crime yack- 
ing, the west had joined the said 
countries to hijack an lraman 
plane to the com- 
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hijacking of an Iranian plane, he 
noted that hijacking was some- 
thing common nowadays. For 
instance the U.S. this week had 
two of its hijacked from 
Miami to , but bttle noise 


to warnings not to t them 
refuge — saying that it did so on 
“humanitanan grounds." j 
clear however that France did this 


not carned out a purge after its 
revolution, such elements existed. 

After this, added Rafsanjani, 
the U.S can never claim that it is 
against terronsm 

Secoad Sermon 

In the second sermon of Friday 
prayers today, Hashem: Rafsan- 
jani described the formation of 
the Ziomst regame by the Brittsh 
and the U S. 

He said parts of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, the 
Muslim brotherhood and Leban- 
ese factions were betraying Islam 
and the Arab nation in dealing 
with the Zionssts and the U S. 
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In additiou to that, he said the 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, 
Jordan, Egypt, Sudan and other 
regional countnes were helping 
the Zionists perpetuate their 
crimes. 

He said the history of all these 
betrayals should be taught in Ira- 
nian schools and everywhere in 
order that the Muslims know the 
ones who betrayed them. 

Rafsanjani said the role played 
by Balfour, and his hikes ts now 
played by Shultz and Philip Habib 
toward further subjugation of the 
Palestinians and strengthening the 
Ziomst regime. 

before the sermons 
today, was Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati who described the 
history of the formation of Zionist 
regime, the Islamic movements to 
crush it, and the support of the 
U.S. and other western countries 
for the Ziomsts. 

He said today’s problem was 
one of Islam confronting infidelity 
since the Zionist regime was not 
content with only Arab lands but 


aimed at annexation of all Islamic 
lands. 

He called on the Islamic umma 
to vonage t the Zionist 
regime before it even 
more entrenched. 


He then said Imam Khomeini 
since the Zionist regime's forma- 
tion had recognized its threat and 
had warned other Muslims about 
it. 

He said the Muslims should 
take back what the Zionists have 
seized through force of arms. 

He said the mission of Jordan's 
King Hussein will end only on the 
day when all the Jordanian ter- 
ritories are annexed by the Zionist 
regime. 
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TEHRAN PAPER ON ISLAMIC STRUGGLE AGAINST ISRAEL 
GF121740 Tehran IRNA in English 1629 GMT 12 Jul 83 


[Text] Tehran, July 12, IRNA--In its today's issue the daily JOMHURI-YE 
ESLAMI carries an article entitled strategy of power in connection with 
the mounting propaganda and political campaign launched by the regime 
occupying Qods, in the vain hope of countering and halting the progress 
of the Islamic movements in the region. 


Excerpts follow: 


The only country which has leaders whose eyes have been opened to the 
truth, and has brought the greatest political benefit for its people, is 
Egypt, which with a revolutionary maneuver, has chosen the path to make 
peace with Israel, announced the radio of the Zionist regime, in an 
attempt to counter the great waves of protest of the Muslims against it. 


This is the first time As-Sadat's great betrayal has been construed as a 
revolutionary gesture and the Zionist radio is appealing to peace-loving 
nations to make peace with it. At the same time it expresses concern over 
the recent statements of the Tehran Friday prayers leader Hoj'at ol-Eslam 
Khamene'i on the necessity of fighting the Zionist regime. 


The Zionist radio also claims that armed struggle has reached a dead-end, 
since the efforts of ‘Arafat and the PLO have not borne any results. It 
said the door is open for negotiations. 


The Baghdad regime which regarded the position of the steadfastness front 
as not militant enough is now calling for the guaranteeing of the safety of 
Israel, and Syria is now the only country which is opposing the Zionist 
regime and hence is opposed from all sides. The opposition of regimes to 
the day of Qods will make their nations aware of the fact that they then- 
selves must rise to liberate Palestine. 


The only way open to the Arab nation is elimination of the main elements 
responsible for their defeats. Some believe that it is only through 
western and eastern support that the Zionist regime has been able to remain 
so long in power. Yet despite this fact, if the Muslim countries united 
and cut all supplies to the Zoinist regime and its supporters, it would 
never be able to survive. 
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In fact it is the Arab indifference and silence which encourage the Zionist 
regime to further aggression. If Israel believed that it would meet with 
strong opposition it would never commit such outrages. 


What we and other nations of the region must embark on is a struggle to gain 
what they have forcefully taken from us. 


We and other Muslims must thwart plots of the Zionists which have been 
carried out by such groups as Haganah and Irgun, with the help of the 
British and the French powers as far back as 1956. What we want is the 
continuation of the unfinished 1973 Ramahan war (October war) but not led 
by As-Sadat and his likes, but by committed Islamic leaders, who defend the 
Arab, Islamic identity of the nations of the region and putting an end to 
the exploitation of the Islamic world by the West and East. Will these be 
achieved by negotiations with enemy? 


The past 35 years has shown that As-Sadat, Al-Jumayyils, Mubaraks and Fahds 
will not be able to liberate Palestine and do not have the competence to 
represent the Muslim world at the conference table and in negotiations. 
Oniy those can achieve this who have recognised the enemy and will never be 
deceived by it. 


Some may say that this method will plunge the region into turmoil. It is 
precisely peace with the Zionist regime that will do this. 


Defunct As-Sadat claimed that his peace with the Zionist regime would bring 
happiness to the nation of Egypt, but have they been given happiness? They 
have been bringing only shame to the Islamic world. 


International Zionists claim that Iran cannot show a single case in which 
problems have been solved by war, but we must ask them if they can show an 
instance in which problems have been solved by submission to colonialism 
and its lackeys? 


In summary, nations have to fight in order to regain their human dignity 
and those who fight on this path are victorious under all circumstances 
and this is the inspiration of the Muslim nation. 


CSO: 4600/749 
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MADANI COMMENTS ON FATE OF COMMUNISTS, POWER STRUGGLE 
London, AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 30 May 83 pp 28-30 


[Interview with Admiral Ahmad Madani, first post-Shah Iranian defense 
minister, by Dr ‘Ali Nurizadeh, date and place not specified] 


[Text] AL-DUSTUR was the first Arabic magazine or newspaper to conduct an 
interview with Admiral Ahmad Madani, the first Iranian defense minister after 
the revolution, and the man who did not recognize the authority of "rule by 

a religious expert." For this reason, Khomeyni proscribed him from the 
presidency of the republic. 


Though he won the majority of the votes in the presidential election, 
Khomeyni's broadcasting system announced the victory of his opponent, Abu 
al-Hasan Bani Sadr. 


If destiny had willed that Madani be elected instead of Bani Sadr, the course 
of events would have been different from what happened and is happening now, 
since Madani is not a man who could be ousted easily from office, as 
happened to Bani Sadr. 


From the start of the revolution, Madani was thinking about getting rid of 
those who were profiteering from the revolution, and for this reason, 
Khomeyni hurried to get rid of him. 


After the presidential elections, Madani, due to popular insistence, 
participated in the Consultative Council elections. He won a majority, 
running against Karman, but when he took his seat among the deputies and 
witnessed the mullahs' plots to get rid of the nationalists, he exploded with 
anger and cried out: "It is dishonorable for me to sit with you..." 


He left the council, and then he left Iran to lead one of the groups in the 
nationalist opposition. 


This man, with his uprightness, his reputation and his faith in the 
principles of Mosaddeq, which are similar to the basic ideas and principles 
of Nasserism, answers, in this his second interview with AL-DUSTUR, 
questions which are of the greatest urgency these days. 
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[Question] It has not been long since our first interview with you, but one 
can say that events in Iran are proceeding more quickly than we expected. As 
you recall, you spoke about the Communists' plan. Now the Communists are 
sitting in the prisoners’ dock, and no one considers it unlikely that the 
leaders of the Tudeh party will be executed. What is your comment on this 
event? 


[Answer] First, I would like to express my esteem to you for giving me an 
opportunity to address our brothers in the Arab countries. As concerns 

your question, I want to make clear that what is happening now in Iran is not 
something strange. We have been expecting something like this confrontation 
between the mullahs and their friends on the one hand and the Communists 

on the other, especially the Tudeh party. However, one must be aware that 
this confrontation is not a war against communism, since the ruling regime is 
not firm and stable, but rather is characterized in its core by factionalism. 
Indeed, it is a Machiavellian regime, which is to say that it uses all the 
people and then gets rid of them one by one. The head of the regime had 
benefited from his religious title in deceiving the people, just as he has 
benefited from all the revolutionary and nationalist forces and elements. 

In order to be able to rule in the beginning, when he found that the 
popularity of the nationalist elements was increasing day by day, he allied 
with 'Zayd' to get rid of ''Umar'. The 'Zayd's" turn came, and so 

Khomeyni allied with so and so in order to get rid of the former. These 
stories of getting rid of others continued, while the Tudeh party was at all 
times Khomeyni's ally. The reason lay in the party's way of thinking and in 
the orders it was receiving from the Soviet embassy. 


During the past 4 years, the Iranian communist party did not hesitate to 
support the regime for one instant. The party's members spied on the people 
for the regime until we saw the documents which indicate the party's role in 
the interrogation, arrest and torture, and even execution, of those opposed 
to the regime. | 


However, when the policies of the new Soviet leaders vis-a-vis Iran changed, 
Moscow issued orders to the Tudeh party to withdraw its total support for 
the regime. Some criticisms appeared in the party's newspapers, especially 
of the regime's right wing. 


The head of the regime realized that the days of 'honey' with the Tudeh party 
were over. He ordered the arrest of its cadres and leaders. This is how it 
went with the Tudeh party, which is hated by 99 percent of our people, since 
it is a party whose history is full of betrayal, factionalism and brokerage. 


However, these observations do not mean that what the regime has done in the 
last few weeks is intended to rid Iran of the communist threat. 


Anyone who thinks that communism has ended in Iran is mistaken. True, official 
communism as represented by Tudeh has ended, but the communist threat is 
growing and spreading in the shadow of corrupt, dictatorial regimes like the 
ruling regime in Iran. 
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As the saying goes, the drowning man holds on, even if only to a small 
straw. This is the way it is with those who live within a great tragedy, 
where there is no confidence in tomorrow, in an atmosphere filled with 
hatred and enmity. The corrupt regime is killing, destroying, torturing 
and arresting. The people are standing in line to get a morsel of bread, 
or are standing in line in front of prisons to find out how their sons or 
relatives are faring. 


Everything is forbidden to the people and permitted to the ruling family. 

This is the danger. Communism does not grow safe in such circumstances. 
Moreover, what the ruling regime is doing, not only in Iran but in the region, 
works in favor of the spread of chaos and instability and the exporting of 
sabotage. Are there factors which push societies toward communism more 

than the factors being abundantly provided by the Iranian regime? 


[Question] I realized from what you said that Khomeyni is getting rid of 
his allies and those that have come, in his view, to represent a threat to 
his regime, one after the other. The communist party was the last of his 
allies. Is there any other competitor for him? Is what is being said true 
concerning the mullahs’ competition among themselves for power? 


[Answer] I said in my reply to your first question that the ruling regime 

has stayed in power up until now due to many disagreements and contradictions. 
I mean that the regime, which is headed by the deputy of the religious expert, 
is benefiting, for example, from the extant conflict between the head of 

state and the chairman of the council, in order to assure the continuance of 
its rule. Sometimes it supports the head of state, and when it then becomes 
clear that the head of state has become more powerful than the chairman of the 
council, it supports the chairman of the council. Therefore, the best way 

to describe the method by which the regime rules is present in our Noble Book, 
in the passages concerning the hypocrites. The current regime in Iran in 
reality embodies thishypocrisy. Now, after the arrest of the communist 
leadership and cadres, the regime's right, extremist wing has increased in 
power. It is not unlikely this time that Khomeyni will not be able to 
undertake a power-balancing operation within the regime. I do not doubt 

that a confrontation between the factions in power will occur in the near 
future, no matter whether the head of the regime is present or absent, since 
the rein of events has left his hands after the arrest of the Communists and 
the increase in the right's power. 


[Question] Is your hatred of communism due to your religious beliefs, or are 
there other reasons? 


[Answer] I hate all those who work to help the foreigners, no matter whether 
these foreigners are communists or capitalists. 


Yes, I am a Muslim, and it is impossible for a Muslim man to believe in 
materialist doctrines. However, as a politician, I respect the believers in 
various doctrines. Belief in the nation is the principal touchstone. There 
is a nationalist left and a nationalist right. A nationalist left wants 
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socialism in order to reform society with it. However, the agents of any 
side march on orders and do not work for the good of their fatherlands. 


The Iranian communist party, Tudeh, plotted more than five times against the 
interests of the people. They did this in Azerbaijan, and they did it when 
they allied with the right, the agents of imperialism, against the 
nationalist rule of Dr Mossadeq. 


[Question] From the first moment on you have announced your opposition to 
the ruling regime. Has anything changed, and is there any hope that Iran 
will be liberated from this regime? 


[Answer] Many things have changed. I have never been more optimistic about 
the future than I am these days. When I announced my opposition to the 
regime, many of those who later announced their opposition were still allies 
of the regime. People had not completely realized what the true intentions 
of the religious expert and his gang were. But now the people in its 
entirety hates and opposes the regime. The world knows the truth about the 
ruling regime in Iran, from which we have received only destruction, chaos, 
and lack of respect for accords and promises. 


Now the Soviet leadership knows better than the Americans that a stable and 
non-aligned Iran is a thousand times better than an unstable Iran which leans 
now to the right, then to the left. 


Iran's neighboring countries know now that a stable and non-aligned state in 
Iran which has no desire for the territory or waters of its neighbors is 
better than the current government, which wants others' land and desires 

"o export its disaster, a government run by the mullahs who dream of founding 
a caliphate in Mesopotamia, Greater Syria and Egypt. However, with regret 

we sometimes see that the states of the world, especially some of our 
neighbors, support the existing regime by direct and indirect means, 
believing that this support will provide them with security and stability. 
These states want to rid themselves of the threats posed by the ruling regime 
in Iran, but I say to them: 


First: the existing regime lives on threatening others and on slogans, and 
isnothing but a paper tiger. 


Second: There is a saying which goes: "If a thief attacks your house, you 
must war on him, not offer him your carpet, hoping to save your chest of 
valuables. For the thief, once he knows how weak you are, will take both the 
carpet and the chest." 


[Question] You are optimistic. The other sections of the opposition are 
optimistic. We have been hearing about this optimism for 4 years. Why has 
nothing happened during this time in which we have seen torture, killing and 
banishment continuing in Iran? 


[Answer] I am optimistic because of my knowledge of what is happening in 


Iran. We know the regime's strong and weak points. However, unfortunately 
we have our weak points, too. 
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First: It is incumbent upon all the sections of the nationalist opposition 
that they unify insofar as the struggle to liberate the homeland is concerned. 


Second: The opposition must recognize 'the revolution’. The revolution 
occured, but the ruling regime has now stolen our revolution. Extant 
corruption does not justify the corruption of the past, for our great people 
struggled for freedom and social justice. This people clings to its dreams 
and thoughts. Regrettably, some of those who call for the collapse of the 
current regime want to return to the past, while others announce now the 
nature of the future regime. In neither case do they respect the views of 
the people. 


I believe in a democratic nationlist regime and in the formation of the 
"Popular Nationalist Republic," but I believe that the Iranian people 
possesses the right to determine its regime, not I or someone else. If the 
people were to choose a republic, or if they were to choose another regime, 
I would serve them no matter what. 


Second: In our struggle against the existing regime, we have need of support, 
but we will not take any with prior conditions attached, as I announce here 
will all openness. It is the duty of our brothers in the region to provide 
us with support without conditions, since this support is for their sake as 
much as for our people's sake. 


We do not want land, nor do we interfere in the affairs of others. We want 
our brothers to recognize our rights, not to lay down conditions on their 
support for us at all. 


Third: Who says that we are dreaming, not working? There is a continuing 
revolution inside Iran, and our movement to liberate Iran from the present 
Satanic rule will be both a political and a military movement. 


We and all the sections of the nationlist opposition agree that the ruling 
regime must fall and that our people must be victorious. 


Let me say bluntly that what is said in the Western journals and newspapers 
concerning the ability and power of the existing regime is the work of the 
imagination and contains no realism insofar as what is happening now is 
concerned. The existing regime is on the point of falling, and I have a lot 
of clear proof: 


Up until now, the regime has not been able to build a constitutional 

government. Its pillars have not stabilized in the hearts of men, just as 

it is not able to lay down clear foundations for the administration of society, 
in contradiction to the slogan: "No Easternism or Westernism." The 

current regime in Iran serves both the West and the East, and the rulers of the 
Islamic Republic are nothing but agents of the West and the East. The services 
done by the students who held the American diplomats in Iran prisoner were 

not done by the most dedicated agents of America. These students, most of whom 
were agents, gave America a golden opportunity to seize our wealth and treasure, 
in addition to ruining our reputation among the countries of the world. 
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We were enamored of love and dignity, and we became in the eyes of others 
groups of wild animals who did not know how to respect international law. 

This government is corrupt and an agent. Imagine, for instance, when the 
Friday Imam in a distant village in Iran addresses the people and shouts 

"Death to America!" The Americans laugh, because at the same time a large 
quantity of goods purchased by the government of the Islamic Republic by direct 
and indirect means from America is arriving in Tehran. This is how things 

are with respect to the communist nations, too. In Tehran, the leaders of the 
regime shout "Death to Communism!" in the morning, and in the evening they 

sit down with the representative of North Korea to sell Iran and buy weapons. 


The current regime, as I said, is an agent cf the East and the West. 


However, even the lords of the regime in Moscow or Washington do not respect 
it, due to its inhuman practices. Due to its continuous humiliations, now 
imperialism and international communism recognize the necessity of getting 
rid of this corrupt regime. 


The ruling regime, due to its reactionary character, wants to take society 
backward into the past. You listen daily to their statements concerning the 
need to return to life in the stone age at a time when, even in the poor and 
underdeveloped states, we find governments at least pretending to promote 
progress. It is impossible for a regime such as this to continue in the 
20th century. 


The ruling Satan rules the people by arresting them, torturing them and 
executing them, and by sending them to a war which no one except for 
imperalism, communism and the regime itself has benefitted from. 


[t is impossible for this situation to continue. 


In addition to these proofs, there are the social, political and economic 
crises caused by the regime. 


[Question] Your words say that the "return" to Iran will come soon. 


[Answer] Very soon, if God wills. 
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MULLAHS FEAR WEST MORE THAN THEY DO SOVIETS 


London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 124, 30 Jun 83 pp 6-9 


[London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English; weekly published by an Englishman] 


[Text] Reacting to press reports concerning statements by the participants 
at the Williamsburg summit that the Islamic regime was now trying to get 
close to the Western countries, Premier Mir Hussein Mussavi remarked 
recently: 


"Both the East and the West fail to understand the nature of the Islamic 
revolution. When we captured the nest of spies (US Embassy in Tehran) 
they began to interpret that heroic action as an attempt to serve Soviet 
interests. Now that we have uncovered the plot by the treacherous Tudeh 
Party and have arrested the leaders of that party the western press likes 
to say that we are trying to get close to the West. Both sides are mis- 
taken. When we shout the slogan 'Neither East Nor West' that is what we 
exactly have in mind." 


For once Mussavi may have been telling the truth. The group of funda- 
mentalist mullahs who now rule Iran sincerely wish to remain independent 

of both the Eastern bloc and the Western camp. To them both the Communist 
ideology and the Western liberalism are alien concepts. Their only objec- 
tive is to shape the Iranian society into rigid moulds of what they believe 
to be Islamic modes of government. They believe they are in a position to 
impose an Islamic form of government on Iran provided there is no interfer- 
ence from either the Western countries or the Eastern bloc. 


They do love to see that their revolution and form of government is 
praised in the Western press and they get angry when the media in the West 
criticise their words and deeds. They crave to extend their influence to 
other Islamic societies, primarily to Iraq where the holy shrine of Shias 
are situated; but equally important to them is to extend their domain to 
Saudi Arabia to bring the holiest of Islamic shrines in Mecca and Medina 
under their domination. 


Yet, from experience they know that first and foremost they must consoli- 
date their posit'on at what is their home base--Iran. To do so, they 
believe that they must turn Iran into a solid base of pure Islamic funda- 
mentalism. To them cost is of no importance. If establishment of a 
fundamentalist Islamic regime in Iran means the sacrifice of millions of 
lives and billions of dollars they will not be deterred to pay such a price. 
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Lf the price entails occasional flirtation with the Soviets or some other 
country they will not hesitate to do so. But they invariably think in 
terms of how their foreign policy moves may be interpreted at home among 
the so-called "people on the scene," which means the small group of 
fanatical supporters of Islam. Thus, they will flirt with East or West to 
the extent that their credibility among their fanatical supporters is not 
impaired. As soon as they realise that their close ties with any foreign 
country--USA or Soviet Union--may harm their credibility among their 
fanatical supporters they will change course. 


It is in the light of the above explanations that the mullahs’ crackdown on 
the Tudeh Party and its implications in their foreign policy must be viewed. 
The mullahs may well like to foster friendly ties with Western countries but 
they will insist on a policy which will not look to their fanatical sup- 
porters as a negation of their often repeated sl »gan of Neither East Nor 
West. They will therefore insist that the West observe the mullahs' wish 
for secrecy and if there is going to be expanded ties, say between them and 
Britain, the British should conduct their relations with the Islamic 
republic in a manner which cannot be reported by the media. That is why 
the mullahs do not reveal imports of large quantities of car parts from 
Talbot. 


Thus, secrecy is of utmost importance to the mullahs. Though in appearance 
they seem to hold sway over the Iranian masses, the fact is that their hold 
on the people in Iran, including on their fanatical supporters, is fragile. 
The mullahs, including Ayatollah Khomeini himself, are not sure that if they 
allow themselves to slip up on their declared goals the revolutionary 

guards will not turn their guns on them. One way they may slip up is to 
make a sudden U-turn in their foreign policy and get formally and offi- 
cially close to the West, especially the United States. 


That is why they have had to go out of their way to underline that the 
crackdown on the Tudeh and strained relations with the Soviet Union must 
not be interpreted as a means of getting close to the West. During the 
past four weeks verbal abuse of the Great Satan has intensified to a point 
which is reminiscent of the earlier days when the US Embassy was occupied. 


The mullahs’ reaction to such world bodies as Amnesty International, United 
Nations and International Red Cross must also be seen in the light of these 
facts. In the first place they regard these bodies as alien to their brand 
of Islam. Secondly they hate anybody else to lecture them on any aspect of 
ethics and good behaviour, which is what the UN and various Human Rights 
bodies do. Once Khomeini said that he could not tolerate those who have 

no ethics to lecture him on ethical behaviour because he and his mullahs 
were themselves experts at lecturing other people to observe ethics. 


However, in more practical terms the mullahs fear that once their supporters 
are exposed to lectures and moralising by aliens, a situation may arise 
which they cannot control. That is, they fear that their home base will be 
weakened. 
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Therefore, for the time being, and indeed for a long time to come the main 
and most important preoccupation of the mullahs is to consolidate and main- 
tain their hold on their home base. Their foreign policy must be examined 
in this light. 


If they consolidate their home base they will be able to devise a more 
practical foreign policy, and get rid of their self-imposed limitations-- 
limitations they have imposed on themselves by virtue of their slogans. 
It must be added that for mullahs, slogans to be repeated by frenzied 
masses are more valuable than policy guidelines. 


The question is whether, if they consolidate their home position, they will 
be able to get closer to the West. The answer is negative. Even if they 
consolidate their position at home and find themselves free from the 
sloganeering straightjacket into which they have put themselves they will 
not be inclined to work closely with the West. This is because the 

Western civilisation is anathema to them. They know that an opening up 

to the West means an opening up internally as well. It means allowing the 
Western-educated Iranians to return to their jobs. They may think that 

the experts and experienced cadres, humiliated and impoverished through 
repeated purges, will now return willingly to work under the suzerainty of 
mullahs and hezbollahis. But in their heart of hearts the mullahs know 
that the experienced cadres will strike back the moment they spot their 
chance. So, despite some pronouncements to the contrary, the Islamic 
regime will never allow sophisticated and experienced cadres to regain the 
power and the prestige they enjoyed under the Shah's regime. Therefore, 
the mullahs will not allow the kind of technocracy needed to manage their 
relations with the West to shape up again in Iran. If the price to be paid 
for close links with the West is to allow the return of the technocrats the 
mullahs are not going to pay that price. This will be too high a price 

and may weaken their base at home. 





Thus, even if the mullahs manage to consolidate their home base, which is a 
very big if, they will not establish the kind of ties with the West which 
may entail massive economic cooperation. Indeed, the mullahs need to keep 
the Iranian people relatively impoverished and insecure if they are going to 
hold sway over them. The kind of economic cooperation they have in mind is 
imports of consumer goods to be limited to subsistence level. The war 
remains an important pretext. 


Politically, too, the mullahs will not establish close ties with the West. 
They believe that Iran is strategically so situated that neither the Soviet 
Union will be able to dominate it without triggering off a major inter- 
national crisis, nor will the U.S. be willing to get involved in Iran at 
the risk of spreading its resources in the region too thin. They think 
Iran in the '80s is in the situation of Egypt in the 1950s. 


However, the mullahs still believe that the real danger to their rule will 
come not from the Soviets but from the West. The Soviets, they believe, 
are involved in Afghanistan and Poland and will not endanger their position 
by earning the wrath of the Muslim people by trying to engineer a coup in 
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Iran. They also believe that the Soviets are afraid that if they extend 
their domain to Iran they will expose their own Muslim population to 
Islamic revolution. 


On the other hand, they think that the Iranian exiles are trying to return 
to unseat the mullahs through material and moral support from the West, 
especially the United States. The mullahs know well that there are strong 
royalist sentiments among the Iranians and that Iranian nationalism, in the 
final analysis, is interwoven into the nation's monarchical heritage. They 
also know that their efforts to pit Islam against monarchy has not been 
successful. Finally, they also believe that restoration of monarchy, or 
any other non-doctrinaire secular regime in Iran will be to the benefit of 
the Western camp and as a result, the West may help exiles or their allies 
inside the country to overthrow the theocracy. 


To prevent such an eventuality it is likely the mullahs will offer the 
West some assurances that they will not allow Iran to slip into the Soviet 
orbit. They will also give the West some economic benefits. They have 
often said that the Western countries, including France and Britain, are 
interested solely in material gain. 


But they need to do something more basic than that. After all, the over- 
riding consideration among them is to keep Iranian public away from Western 
influences. So, the mullahs will go on making Iran as unattractive to the 
West as possible. In fact, some of their fundamentalism is intended to 
give the impression that Iran is beyond salvation, that like Yemen of the 
1940s or Oman of 1960s, Iran, too, is a different world in which no 
Westerners can feel safe. 


At the same time they deliberately give the impression that Iran is barbaric 
so that they may turn off the Americans. They are delighted to see that 

the Americans have lost interest in Iran. They will do their best to keep 
the Americans away from Iran and convince the American government that Iran 
is not worth their while to bother about. They may even try to convince 
Americans that Iran is so complicated and so abnormal that the best 
interests of Americans will be served by their keeping clear frm anything 
to do with it. 
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LRAN 


TRAQ MAY MAKE NEW BID TO KNOCK OUT IRANIAN OIL INSTALLATIONS 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 124, 30 Jun 83 p 1 


[London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English; weekly published by an Englishman] 


[Text] Arab diplomatic sources say that Iraq's president Saddam Hossain 
and his chief advisers have been seriously considering an attempted knock- 
out blow against Iran's oil installations if Tehran does not soon show 
signs of coming to the conference table to discuss ending the war. 


Pressures from other Arab states are believed so far to have held the 
Iraqis back from trying to deliver a final blow to cut off Iran's supplying 
of its oil and bringing in the revenues required to continue the war. 
Although Iraqi attacks on Iranian installations have up till now proved 
ineffective--as have Iranian efforts in return--Baghdad is believed to be 
confident it could cause major damage which could cripple Iran's economy. 


The reluctance of other Arab states to continue to subsidise Iraq is not 
unnaturally affecting that country's leaders' thinking. The fear that 
economic hardships could disturb the surprisingly stable atmosphere that 
still reigns in the country has given rise to suggestions, diplomats say, 
that Iraq should act first and put the mullahs into a severe crisis which 
would help mitigate concerns at home. 


Tehran has again warned this week that if Iran's oil installations are 
attacked she will not hesitate in attacking installations in other Arab 
countries in retaliation. The fact that so many hi-jacked Iranian mili- 
tary planes have been able to fly into Saudi and other Gulf countries' air 
space without interference previously suggests to the mullahs that imple- 
menting their threat would be easy. But many observers are sceptical that 
the Tehran regime would be so foolish as threaten the West's economic 
interests through attacking the oilfields at a time when they are anxious 
to get limited Western cooperation to revive Iran's flagging economy. 


The effect of falling oil revenues on the thinking of the Gulf countries 
has again been seen this week in the new disagreements over dealing with 
the oil slick in Persian Gulf waters following the damaging of the Nowruz 
oilfield installations by Iraqi attacks earlier this year. The arguments 
have been over who will fund the work and how the costs should be appor- 
tioned. The feeling of hopelessness over the continuing hostilities 
between Iran and Iraq is also bringing new concern. Officials at the oil 
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slick talks said they saw no possibility in the foreseeable future o!1 Lie 
leaking oilwells being capped and the flow of oil into the Gulf waters 
cut off. 


Iran's deputy oil minister Abbas Honardoust said recently that Iran's oil 
production had risen to 2.6 million barrels a day to synchronise production 
with the quota average given Iran under the OPEC system over a 3-month 
period. The previous two months had seen production lower than the quota 
figure. Of the May production 1.9 mb. had been exported on average with 
700,000 barrels per day being consumed on the home market. 


Pressure from Japan and other countries to obtain discounts on prices had 
been resisted, Honardoust said, though diplomatic sources in Tehran thought 
he exaggerated the amounts of oil now being taken from Iran by the Japanese. 
The latter have agreed to resume work on the big petrochemicals complex in 
southern Iran when the safety of workers there can be guaranteed. Japanese 
officials have pressed Iranian officials at talks to end the war as soon as 
possible so that Japan can [take] a much greater part in Iran's economic 
development. 


Baghdad has reported some heavy fighting on the war fronts over the past 10 
days, claiming that its forces have inflicted heavy casualties. Tehran 


itself reported some exchanges and new air attacks on the Nowruz oilfield 
but has tried to minimise the scale of fighting on land. 


CSO: 4600/746 


131 











IRAN 


JAPANESE ENVOY DISCUSSES VARIOUS ISSUES DURING INTERVIEW 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 7 Jul 83 pp 1, 3 


[Interview with Shotaro Takashashi, ambassador to Iran] 
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IRAN 


CENTRISTS, MONARCHISTS MOVE CLOSER TO UNITED FRONT 
London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 124, 30 Jun 83 pp 2-4 


[London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English; weekly published by an Englishman] 


[Text] Considerable progress towards the forging of some kind of working 
coalition between nationalist and monarchist groups among the exiles has 
been made in the past few weeks. Indications of it have appeared in press 
and radio statements by prominent figures in the movements. 


Veteran statesman Ali Amini, co-ordinator of the Front for Liberation of 
Iran (FLI) told a Radio Monte Carlo interviewer that he was hopeful of 
coming to full agreement with Shahpour Bakhtiar, the last pre-revolutionary 
premier of Iran and leader of the other nationalist grouping with wide- 
spread support, on wide cooperation. 


Amini paid tribute during the interview to Bakhtiar's struggle against 
the Khomeini regime and confirmed reports that he has had many contacts 
with him and they are in agreement on many points. 


In his turn, Bakhtiar has been publicly setting out policies and attitudes 
which most of the exile community feel confirm both his ability to analyse 
the situation confronting the opposition to the mullahs and provide the 
basis for pragmatic cooperation between his organisation and supporters of 
Amirni's and other nationalist groupings. 


One of the significant points contained in both Bakhtiar and Amini's recent 
remarks is that for both men the issue of the monarchy is no longer an 
obstacle. Both, if one interprets their positions correctly, agree that 
the monarchical system is a valuable one for the Iran of the future pro- 
vided it is formally approved by the people and its functioning accords 
with not only the existing pre-Islamic Republic constitution, but any 
changes that are found to be desirable to it by properly appointed bodies 
who examine it and make recommendations for making it more completely 
effective in a democratic society. 


Observers see not only Amini's support for monarchy as removing one possi- 
ble reason for full cooperation between the two leaders, but also his 
strong criticism of the National Resistance Council's president-designate 
for Iran Abolhassan Bani-Sadr in his radio interview. Bakhtiar has been 
unequivocal in his opposition to the personalities and groups who helped 
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Khomeini to power and then worked together with him during the imposition 
of the mullah's oppression and extermination of those who opposed the 
Islamic Republic in its early days. The Mojahedin-e-Khalq's part in 
killing and purging during the months following the revolution in Iran is 
now cited widely by Iranians as their reason for not trusting the National 
Resistance Council (NCR) or its leader Masoud Rajavi to live up to their 
promises over the system they claim they would offer to Iranians if they 
came to power. 


Amini made the point that Bani-Sadr had been involved in many of the 
atrocities committed by the Khomeini regime. Now that Bani-Sadr had been 
driven into exile "there is only one objective common to both of us and 
this is one of necessity and concerns the overthrow of the regime in 
Iran." This accidental identity of objective was not strong enough to 
bring the nationalists and Bani-Sadr together. 


Amini's FLI movement has already provided a common forum for a sizable 
number of opposition groups which, while retaining their individual iden- 
tity, have been able to formulate their political objectives into one 
common theme and, indeed, one~single platform. The fact that Amini had 
previously remained publicly neutral over the monarchy issue made it all the 
more significant when among the groups who affiliated with the FLI were 
several owing allegiance to the young Shah. Whether this was with the 
blessing of the Shah's advisers or was a move by rank and file monarchists 
to try to influence the Shah's entourage to make a constructive attitude 
to the nationalist attempts to unite is not clear. 


There is no doubt, however, that both the Shah himself, who has impressed 
foreign journalists who have met him with his grasp of the issues and his 
sincerity over any role he might be able to play as the legitimate heir to 
the throne of Iran, and some of those advising him, have taken seriously 
the need for the opposition non-left groups to coordinate their activities. 
Though they have been unable to unite their own supporters effectively into 
the powerful weapon to boost the Shah's own position, mainly through an 
inability to utilise democratic procedures which could have forged the 
monarchist activists and supporters into a united political force, the 
pressures from the grass roots support among a wide section of Iranians 
outside and abroad has effectively strengthened the monarchical concept to 
such a degree that the nationalist leaders have been forced to recognise 
its role in trying to shape a movement to work against the regime in Iran 
and offer an alternative to it. 


The rebirth of patriotism and nationalism among the long-dejected exiles 
has also found expression in discussions between rank and file supporters 
of both Bakhtiar's National Iranian Resistance Movement (NAMIR) and the FLI 
designed, as a representative of one of the groups involved put it, "to 
create the unity from below to force a unity at the top if necessary." 


Reflecting the attitudes which now prevail among exile activists was a 


recent article in the Paris-based Iran va Jahan newspaper by its founder 
Ali Fatemi, in which he advocated support for constitutional monarchy as a 
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way out of the impasse within the nationalist movement. Fatemi is a top 
assistant to Amini, a skilful political organiser who was for long opposed 
to the late Shah's regime. He himself has come down squarely for consti- 
tutional monarchy and has put his political skills behind the cause. 


One result of this open discussion of the question by groups who were 
previously felt to be against the monarchy has been to allow many Iranians 
who had remained silent on the question to express their opinion that the 
monarchy is too closely associated with the nationalist idea in Iran for 
it to be dispensed with. This has encouraged ordinary people among the 
exiles to come out in much more open support of the young Shah. In turn, 
inside Iran talk in private of a return of the monarchy along with either 
a moderate Islamic establishment or a sectarian administration has again 
been restored as a serious subject for private discussions among the people. 
This was not the case only a few months ago, when extermination of the 
regime seemed to be the only cure for the situation inside the country and 
some fascist-style administration with few scruples its natural successor. 


The sensitivity of the ruling mullahs to the possibilities of a united 
nationalist opposition have been shown by the occasional remarks in sermons 
and on radio which can be seen as replies to points and charges being made 
by the opposition groups in their press and radio. The fact that the 
establishment in Iran is made up of religious bigots, who seriously 
believe in the divinity of their cause and the rightness of their inter- 
pretation of what is Islam and what are Iranians, and of more discerning 
but radical figures who have their own dogma but see the Islamic Republic 
as the main barrier against the return of people and systems they do not 
like, means that there has been no move to upgrade the press or introduce 
any intelligent discussion of issues which could rebut the exiles’ conten- 
tions. But the fact that the powers to be are aware of them is clear to 
everyone. 


In their efforts to cope with the obvious sense of disillusionment among 
the public over the mullahs" failure to get the economy going again, 
return Iran to a life that approximates in some way with that provided by 
the oil revenues under the Shah and produce an ending to the war with Iraq 
that could heighten national pride, the regime has had to produce some 
response to public criticisms. And their comments have revealed that what 
the public is frequently saying echoes the propaganda put out by the exile 
opposition groups. 


But it is not only the awareness of public discontent with the achievements 
of the regime and the quality of life in the Islamic Republic that now 
obviously concerns the mullahs, who so far have demonstrated that they are 
far better able to deal with terrorism or other physical threats to their 
power than they are with the political problems that have arisen now that 
the war is no longer the be-all and end-all of life in Iran. It is the 
fear that the exile groups, whom they have been and are still deriding in 
public statements, should unite sufficiently to be seen as an actual 
alternative to the present regime by more Iranians than support the 
mullahs. 
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The task of forging a working coalition among centrist and monarchist 
groups has been facilitated by what an Iranian political analyst has 
termed the articulation of moderate political opinion into tangible and 
accessible targets. These are restoration of national sovereignty, estab- 
lishment of the rule of law and revival of the 1906 constitution. 


What seems to cause the ruling mullahs anxiety is that these are simple, 
and except for the revival of the former constitution, innocent demands. 
How can anyone oppose public demand for restoration of national sovereignty 
or the establishment of the rule of law? Yet the mullahs realise that 
these demands strike at the very root of the Islamic Republic's political 
philosophy. 


National sovereignty in the context of Iranian politics means the negation 
of Khomeini's velayat-e-faghih, which in essence is the sovereignty of the 
chief theologian. Establishment of the rule of the law would mean an end 
should be put to the powers of the mullahs and Friday prayer leaders who, 
by virtue of their status as theologians, claim a divine and monopolistic 
right to interpret the holy tenets of Islam and enforce then. 


Once these two points become public demands the validity of the Islamic 
Republic constitution will be under threat. For in it these have been 
skilfully subjugated to the powers and whims of an unrepresentative and 
unelected individual who, for his lifetime is Khomeini and would later be 
his appointed successor. The Tehran regime understandably prefers to 
remain quiet on this aspect of the exile groups' demands. Any doubts 
about the Islamic constitution could bring attention to the 1906 one, 
which though some parts of it were for practical purposes ignored by the 
late Shah's regime, was democratically accepted and respected by Iranians 
for more than 70 years. 
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IRAN 


OVERTURES TO PROFESSIONALS REJECTED 


London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 124, 30 Jun 83 pp 4-5 


[London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English; weekly published by an Englishman] 


[Text] The overtures made by the mullahs to professional groups and com- 
munities abroad can, in fact, be seen as reflecting their concern about 

the way the economy and development are stagnating and the growing dis- 
content. This latter is widespread among even the lowest classes, the 
general depression having communicated itself to all but the most fanatical 
and the most ignorant in the society. 


Some people have urged the exile political leaders to accept these over- 
tures as taking in them, too, and to try to start some dialogue with the 
regime. They cite the fact that some exiles have returned home as evi- 
dence that things can become more satisfactory if professional people 
return to help the country. 


In response to this other members of the exile community point to the fate 
of the Bahai community, particularly the recent spate of hangings even of 
women, and the arrests of many non-communists along with Tudeh activists 
as evidence that the Tehran regime is not to be trusted. 


"Not only do the mullahs have no ability to tackle their political problems 
but they know they must get back the professional classes if they are to 
keep the country from crumbling," one Iranian observer pointed out. "They 
are living on the oil revenues, which amount to such sums that they con- 
tinue to enable the government to provide enough food for people not to 
starve, at least, and to keep the war going. But as the opposition unites 
and the pressure on the government to answer them by deeds grows so the 
mere fact of having money will not be enough." 


Many professional Iranians also point to the moral aspect of returning to 
work for a regime which has carried out such incredible atrocities. They 
are appalled by the callous attitude of the rest of the world to the 

recent executions, especially when so much attention is paid in the western 
media to minor home happenings and to campaigns against regimes like that 
in Poland which is not only one of the most liberal in eastern Europe but 
does not execute its opponents nor treat them with a complete disregard for 
even minimal rights. But this does not yet encourage them to turn a blind 
eye themselves to what the regime in Tehran has been doing and with signs 
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that the public in Iran is turning more and more against the mullahs’ 
government they see no point in returning at the present time, anyway. 


The opposition groups themselves are also receiving information from Iran 
which now encourages them to see some light at the end of the tunnel. Even 
the revival of some areas of business or construction activity has only 
served to bring impatience among businessmen and engineers over the hassles 
they face in dealing with their religious overlords and the lack of freedom 
of choice over their personal way of life which is being imposed on then. 


There are fears that the continuing interference by revolutionary guards 
and party zealots in the lives of the public, including constant humilia- 
tions in restaurants and other public places, even criticisms of people 
who order foreign food rather than traditional Iranian dishes, will soon 
create such a body of ill-feeling that tempers will snap and more violence 
and bloodshed will break out. The situation of women has become so diffi- 
cult that many stay at home much of the time and go out only when they 
have to. Even a careless failure to keep a head covered for a moment can 
bring humiliation onto women who are devout in their daily lives and who 
usually take pains to conform to Islamic custom. 


The ridiculous press, with its photographs of mullahs plastered over the 
pages and the lack of debate and criticism of even the kind allowed on 
innocuous, non-political subjects in the late Shah's time, the boring tele- 
vision and the absence of any informative news broadcasts, has reduced all 
but certain sections of the illiterate classes to resentment. Most of 

those who write in praise of the regime are known to be doing it only for 
their own interests and to keep their jobs. Israel radio's Persian language 
broadcasts have the largest audience of any media programmes or reports 
among Iranians at home as well as abroad. 
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IRAN 


BRIEFS 


MILITARY COUP ‘'UNNECESSARY'--The attitude of the opposition groups is 
reflected in recent remarks made by Shahpour Bakhtiar during a trip to the 
United States. He contends that there is no need for a military coup, as 
has been mooted as a solution in some quarters, but that a coalition of 
secular democratic forces, moderate clergy who represent the true Islamic 
values of the country and younger nationalist elements in the armed forces 
is feasible and would represent the wishes of the majority of Iranians. 
Bakhtiar told his audience during speeches in the United States that the 
Khomeini regime had struck so ruthlessly at the root of human rights, 
security, justice and public order that any plan for reconstruction must be 
"all-inclusive, not omitting the most elementary steps." Priorities, in 
his opinion, would be establishment of internal security as an unconditional 
imperative, even entailing if necessary a temporary restriction of personal 
freedoms; termination in an honourable manner of the Iraq-Iran war; 
restoration of the constitution of 1906 on condition it was subsequently 
reviewed by a freely elected constituent assembly, with some provincial 
autonomy catered for; implementation of plans for revival of industry and 
agriculture; large scale public works and other projects to relieve 
unemployment; moves to guarantee human rights and establish cultural and 
other desirable values. [Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 124, 
30 Jun 83 p 5; London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English; weekly published by an 
Englishman } 


MULLAHS DISSATISFIED--Evidence of dissatisfaction among sections of the 
mullahs over the allocation of posts in the Islamic republic was provided 

by a plea from Khomeini heir-apparent Ayatollah Montazeri this week for 

the clergy not to be envious of those who do have the positions. He said 

the jobs were allocated to serve the Iranian people and the country and not 
to give people prestige. [Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English 

No 124, 30 Jun 83 p 9; London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English; weekly published 
by an Englishman] 


BEHESHTI ANNIVERSARY--There were once again widespread ceremonies this week 
to mark the second anniversary of the death of Ayatollah Beheshti, one of 
the Islamic republic's first leading figures, who was killed in a bomb 
explosion at the Islamic Republican Party headquarters, along with many 
other leading figures. Because of the Ramazan mourning period official 
functions and statements on radio have been reduced over the past week. 
[Text] [London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 124, 30 Jun 83 p 9; London 
IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English; weekly published by an Englishman] 
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OIL WORKERS STRIKE--In spite of their huge income from oil workers in 
nationalised industries in Iran continue to go on strike over failure to 
pay salaries and due allowances and to give holidays, reports from the 
country say. Large numbers of workers are also being laid off by both 
industries and agencies because of the failure to provide funds. Even 
the textile industry, where demand has encouraged industries to continue 
to produce, the lack of funds is noticeable and Isfahan, one of the main 
centres of the industry, has been badly hit. [Text] [London IRAN PRESS 


SERVICE in English No 124, 30 Jun 83 p 9; London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in 
English; weekly published by an Englishman] 


WESTERN BUSINESSMEN IN TEHRAN--Western businessmen continue to pack into 
hotels in Tehran, reports from the Iranian capital say. Officials in 
economic and industrial areas are said to be welcoming them with warmth 
and practical discussion, but the visitors report that these officials 

do not seem to possess the authority to finalise deals. Reports of much 
of the business being done are thought to be exaggerated. Another problem 
facing visitors is that whereas in the past the destination of bribes or 
Sweetners was obvious the system now appears much more complex. [Text] 
[London IRAN PRESS SERVICE in English No 124, 30 Jun 83 p 8; London IRAN 
PRESS SERVICE in English; weekly published by an Englishman] 


GABONESE AMBASSADOR--Tehran, 14 Jul (IRNA)--The new ambassador of Gabon to the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Jean Baptiste Essonghe [spelling as received] met and 
conferred Wednesday morning with Prime Minister Mir-Hoseyn Musavi-Khamene'i 

and discussed the development of political, economic, cultural, and trade rela- 
tions with him. Musavi-Khamene'i also welcomed that development and compared the 
relations of the Islamic Republic of Iran with Africa countries and those of the 
former defunct regime with that continent. [Text] [Tehran IRNA in English 0917 
GMT 14 Jul 83 LD] 
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PAKISTAN 


GENEVA TALKS ON AFGHANISTAN VIEWED AS SUPERPOWERS' PLOY 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 8 Jun 83 p 3 


{Irfan Ghazi dispatch: "Who Will Benefit From the Geneva Talks on 
Afghanistan?" ] 


[Excerpts] Islamabad--It now appears that except for those directly involved 
in the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, everyone else wants the problem 

to be solved peacefully as soon as possible. So much so that in the words 

of President Ziaul Haq, even the Soviet Union itself has expressed a desire 
to withdraw its forces from Afghanistan, and there seems to be no reason why 
we should doubt Moscow's words. 


Foreign Minister Sahabzada Yaqub Khan, on his return from a visit to Saudi 
Arabia and its friends the Western countries, addressed the official media 
and taking it into his confidence announced that Saudi Arabia, the United 
States, Britain and France are in favor of a draft resolution being worked 
out at the Geneva talks for a political solution in Afghanistan. It is 
claimed that this draft resolution falls exactly in line with Pakistan's 
four-point stand adopted immediately after the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
and confirmed at the special session of the Islamic Conference of Foreign 
Ministers held in Islamabad. 


Some people say that there has been a shift in Pakistan's position. 

For example, emphasis is no longer being placed on the restoration of the 
nonaligned and Islamic status of Afghanistan and demands that the 
administrative system of the country be in accordance with the freely 
expressed will of the people. But President Ziaul Haq and Sahabzada Yaqub 
Khan emphatically deny that there has been any change in Pakistan's position. 
If this is so, then it is difficult to understand the secrecy maintained 
about the details of the issue thus far settled in the Geneva talks. It is 
said that making them public at this stage is not proper and that the 
procedural rules of the talks demand that they be kept secret. 


The statement given on 25 May by Sahabzada Yaqub Khan in an interview with 
Voice of America after negotiations with U.S. authorities in Washington 
clarified at least one point--that the proposed agreement regarding the 
Afghanistan issue will include guarantees by the big powers of nonintervention 
in the internal affairs of Afghanistan. Sahabzada Yaqub Khan said that the 
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United States, on its part, has expressed its willingness to give such 

a guarantee. The same day that Sahabzada Yaqub Khan gave an interview 

to Voice of America in Washington, the U.S. ambassador in Islamabad, 

Mr Speers, in a special interview with the English-language daily MUSLIM, 
was assuring Pakistan that the United States had no objection to a political 
solution of the Afghanistan issue and that it would not obstruct the efforts 
of the United Nations and Pakistan in this matter. He said that after the 
withdrawal of Soviet forces from Afghanistan, not only would the United States 
try to convince the Afghan mujahidin that it is useless to fight but that 

it will also guarantee that there be no outside intervention in the internal 
affairs of Afghanistan. 


If despite these enlightening statements it is said that there has been no 
shift in Pakistan's position, then one cannot be convinced, because there 
is no other possible explanation. There would seem to be no validity to 
any logical analysis of public statements. 


The Afghanistan issue came before the world for the first time in December 
1979. At that time, three parties were involved. The first was Babrak 
Karmal, who took control of the government with the help of the Soviet forces 
to strengthen the communist system imposed by Taraki and Hafeezullah Amin 
against the wishes of the Afghan people. The second party was the Afghan 
people, who had already begun their struggle against communism and were 
now engaged in fighting the Soviet invasion of their country. The third 
party was the Soviet Union, which, brushing aside all ethics, rules, 
international law and the UN Charter, tried to bring the people of 
Afghanistan under the domination of an unpopular junta with the help 

of its mighty armed forces. 


The straightforward, easy and simple solution was for the Soviets to 
acknowledge their blunder and withdraw their forces from Afghanistan and, 
after consultations with Babrak Karmal and representatives of the people, 
prepare the groundwork for setting up a form of government that accorded 
with the wishes and ideologies of the people. This is exactly the stand 
taken by Pakistan and other countries in the beginning and, later, not only 
the United Nations but also by the organization of nonaligned nations. 

But after the progress made thus far at the Geneva talks, the situation 

now appears to be that the Muslims of Afghanistan, who up to now were 
struggling to free themselves from the clutches of one superpower, after 
the proposed Geneva agreement will become the victim of two big powers. 

If they try to free themselves from the yoke of one imperialist power, then, 
crying out for help, they will ask the other to see if there has been any 
intervention from outside and under the terms of the agreement both would 
be committed to stop the intervention. Thus, the white and red imperialist 
powers, hand in hand, would strangle every Afghan movement whose objective 
was to get rid of both the big as well as the small devil. 


It seems quite probable that this has been the main idea underlying the 
willingness of the United States to furnish the said guarantees. In other 
words, care will be taken to see that no element becomes powerful enough 
to challenge the two superpowers. At the same time, it is quite possible 
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that both Moscow and Washington may have undergone such a bitter experience 
in Iran. Besides this, some of the friends of the United States who consider 
the Islamic revolution in Iran to be harmful to themselves would not like to 
see the emergence of another revolution similar to that one. 
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PAKISTAN 


HOPE EXPRESSED OVER NEW POLITICAL SETUP 
GF121418 Karachi NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 5 Jul 83 p 3 
[Editorial: ‘Waiting for the Dawn"] 


[Excerpts] Six years have elapsed since the imposition of martial law on 
our dear country. 


The tragedy of our political life is that for the past 30 years we have 
merely been setting up ministries and united fronts from dismantling the 
government. Instead of fighting for principles in our politics, we 
struggle for power or we initiate movement for stripping those in power 

of their positions, and we are thus caught up in such a vicious circle 
that we have already lost half the country, and we are not even united in 
the safeguarding of the remaining half, although this is claimed to be the 
objective of the political parties. 


It appeared at first that according to the first speech by the chief 
martial law administrator that the martial law government would hold 
elections and hand the reins of government to the chosen representatives 
of the people, and would return to the barracks so that it would be able 
to discharge its essential duty of safeguarding our country. But accord- 
ing to the adage that it is easier to climb on a lion than dismount it, 
it seems to have become difficult for the martial law government, which 
found it easier to assume power than to delegate it, and as a result 
certain situations arose that made it even more difficult--until it seems 
there is no way out. 


According to his promise, General Ziaul Haq has promised to announce a 
constitutional setup (or framework) before the country on 14 August, which 
is being described as an attempt to present the 1972 constitution in a 
manner tailored to our particular needs, and to formulate it on Islamic 
lines. The 14th of August is not far away, and the government realizes 
that the imposition of martial law in a democratic country for 6 consecu- 
tive years is not a very good situation. Even a constitutional and elected 
government cannot be tolerated in democratic countries without good reason. 
Besides, Pakistan is now surrounded by internal and external dangers, and 
the situation demands that the people should be made to participate in the 
government as soon as possible, before the cup of their patience overflows 
and the situation becomes difficult to handle. 
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We do not wish to enter into a discussion at this juncture as to why this 
setup was delayed so long or not taken earlier. We can only pray that God 
Almighty may grant the president success in this noble venture, and that 
he may present a setup which would be acceptable to the country and the 
nation and which could be implemented to the advantage of the country and 
the nation, and guide it to the path of prosperity. Amen! 
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PAKISTAN 


FUTURE OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT 
Karachi AMN in Urdu 7 Jun 83 p 2 
[Editorial: "What Lies in Store for the Civil Disobedience Movement?" ] 


[Text] During the previous administration, the parties out of power coalesced 
into a united front with the intention of changing the government. Included 
in this front were the parties that claimed to have created Pakistan as well 
as those that opposed the "Pakistan Movement." Also included were the 
religious leaders who could not stand each other. Assembled on one platform 
were the people who had raised the slogan for an Islamic government and 

those who wanted a secular state. Thus, it was a motley group with religious, 
political and economic differences. 


This national front was created with the view that it was no longer possible 
to change the government through the electoral process. The leaders of the 
opposition were convinced that they could not come to power unless the 
present government changed. 


The first order of business was to identify public issues. Law and order 
and inflation were perceived as menaces to the public. Making these two 
issues the basis of the platform, a promise was first made to return prices 
to the 1970 level. Second, the government was charged with election 
irregularities. In the name of the government, under the tenets of Islan, 
support for religious leaders was enlisted. Financial support was obtained 
from those businessmen and the industrialists who were dissatisfied with 
the fiscal policies of the government. In essence, they adopted 2 politics 
by consultation. 


The United National Front made strange bedfellows, personalities like: 
Asghar Khan, Nasrullah Khan, the late Mufti Mehmood, Maulana Noorani, 
Pir Pagaro, Sardar Qyyum and Khan Ashraf. 


The purpose of the national united front was to achieve more democracy 
instead of the existing limited democracy. But we lost even that little 
democracy and after all democratic institutions had been dissolved, martial 
law was instituted, and it has been in force now for the past 6 years. 
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The movement of national unity was a political movement. It was launched 
against an economic backdrop. Some imperialist powers that had serious 
disagreement with the nuclear, foreign, economic and Islamic policies of 
the previous government also had an interest in it. 


If in an earlier era political and religious parties of differing viewpoints 
could be united overnight and could successfully launch a political movement, 
so they can today to achieve democracy and bringing about a change in the 
government. In the 36-year history of Pakistan, political and religious 
parties of differing views have often launched movements and succeeded in 
changing the government. 


To launch a movement to change the government is not a big problem. But there 
is a vast difference between yesterday and today. And the people who feel 

no shame in taunting the masses for not taking to the streets forget this 
basic difference. In the past, all of the movements that were launched by 
the united political parties were against the political governments and ended 
with a change in the government. Only once was a movement launched against 

a military government, during the martial law rule of Gen Yahya Khan, and we 
all know what its consequences were. It resulted in the dismemberment of 
Pakistan, much bloodshed and the creation of Bangladesh. Our armed forces 
faced defeat and 90,000 of our soldiers and high-ranking officers were taken 
prisoner by the enemy. 


Even today there is a military government and martial law is in force. 

If an effective movement is launched--its consequences are hard for a 
political scientist to predict. If a movement is launched against a 
democratic government and results in its fall, then its place can be taken 
by another democratic government or the military can intervene and take 
charge through martial law. But if a military government is already in 

power and is forced to abandon its rule as a result of a successful movement, 
then who will take charge of the government, who will control the masses 

and what will become of the country? 


During the military rule of Yahya Khan, when the power was not transferred 

to the various civilian representatives after the general elections, internal 
political strife and external military conflict resulted. Yahya Khan lost 
both the political conflict at home and the military conflict abroad and 
since the elections had already taken place, he transferred to the elected 
representatives of a dismembered Pakistan the reins of the government and 
left. But this is not the case today, since the elections have not taken 
place. Elected representatives simply do not exist. So, as a result of 

a mass movement, if the need arose to transfer power, who would take it? 

If power were transferred to the leaders of the mass movement, what is the 
guarantee that there will not be a conflict between them? And that their 
unity will not be shattered? In such a case, will a new general take charge 
or will a chief justice be asked to form a transitional government until the 
election process is completed under the supervision of an election commission? 
Who, during the elections, will be responsible then for law and order? 
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The leaders of the national front never gave a thought to how, if martial 
law resulted because of their movement, they would deal with it. This is 
why they are now repentent over their lost opportunity for an agreement 
with the previous government. 


Now, planning for a civil disobedience movement is afoot. If all consequences 
of such a movement are duly considered, then perhaps no mishap will occur. 
If that is not the case, then nobody's future is safe. 


If all those elements interested in the constitution and democracy bury the 
hatchet and unite in the national interest and force the military government, 
through the influential personalities, to talk, refrain as much as possible 
from confrontation and postpone civil disobedience for the sake of religious 
and political unity, it would not be a lost cause. 
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PAKISTAN 


MAZARI MAY BE SCAPEGOAT IN CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE MOVEMENT 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 8 Jun 83 p 3 
{[Editorial: "“Mazari Advised To Exercise Caution"] 


[Excerpt] Mr Mazari is a serious politician and is to a great extent a 
well-balanced individual who commands personal respect. Among his personal 
qualities, his sincerity and simple disposition deserve special mention. 

But the worst part of the bargain is that in the party to which he belongs 
and the alliance with which he is involved, he is surrounded on all sides 

by elements who consider these good qualities as his weaknesses and try to 
capitalize on them. Mr Mazari's party and alliance, perhaps not having a 
more brilliant and alluring personality and taking advantage of his eminent 
position and fame, first appointed him to its leadership in such a way that 
although outwardly he appears to be the leader of the party, for all intents 
and purposes the policy statements remain essentially in the hands of Wali 
Khan, who despite being an ordinary member of the party makes statements 

as and whenever he pleases, thus creating friction with other parties and 

the party whose leader hapt2ns to be Mr Mazari and not himself. On the other 
hand, Mr Mazari, compelled by his simplicity and decency, could not stop 
Wali Khan from making aggressive statements or bring his dignified personality 
to prevail as he desired. Though the National Democratic Party gained from 
Mr Mazari, he himself could gain nothing from the NDP but mental anguish 

and embarrassment. 


For 3 months now, leadership of the entire NDP has been entrusted to Mr Mazari, 
during which time it has been decided to start civil disobedience without any 
preparation whatsoever. Wali Khan and his wife, after handing over the 
responsibility for initiating the civil disobedience movement to Mr Mazari 

and having strained his relations with other parties, left for London. 

On the other hand, the entire leadership of the defunct People's Party left 
the country on medical grounds. Asghar Khan, leader of Tahrik-e Istiqlal is 
under house detention and so is Mr Nasrullah Khan. Similarly, the whereabouts 
of Mr Malik Qasim, whose Muslim League faction aligned itself with MRD 
[Movement for the Restoration of Democracy] is not known. The situation as it 
stands today is that decision has been taken to start a civil disobedience 
movement and except for Mr Mazari, nobody else is to be seen in the entire 
political arena. It appears to be a well-planned conspiracy to disgrace 

Mr Mazari, deprive him of his leadership and prove him to be an unsuccessful 
politician. 
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COMMUNIST PARTY AIMING TO SET UP COMMUNIST GOVERNMENT 


Colombo DAILY NEWS in English 7 Jul 83 p 11 


[Text] 


CSO 


4600/757 


“The Sri Lanka 
Communist Party en- 


‘deavoured to set up a 


Communist administra- 
tion in this country with 
working class assistance 
through a system of 
scientific socialism” said 
its General Secretary 
Mr. K. P. Silva at a 
meeting held at the New 
Town Hall, Colombo on 
Monday to mark the 
party's 40th anniversary. 

Mr. Pieter Keuneman 
presided. 

Mr. Silva said that 
certain people who cal- 
led themselves revolu- 
tionaries were question- 
ing the contribution 
made by the Sri Lanka 
Communist Party ‘to- 
wards the working class 
movement Wuring the 
last 20 years. 

To them he would say 
that the Communist 
Party had not been in 
power in this country so 
far. Although they had 
a minister and a deputy 
minister in the Sirima 
Bandaranaike govern- 
ment they had not been 
in a position to imple- 
ment the socialist poli- 
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cies of their party. 

He said a Communist 
government would end 
capitalism and neo- 
colonialism and save the 

from all forms of 
exploitation. 

Communism was be- 
ing successfully imple- 
mented in about 100 
countries today, and 
more countries were ex- 
pected to join the Com- 
munist fold in future. 

Mr. Pieter Keuneman 
said the Communist 
Party had spearheaded 
many peoples struggles 
during the last 40 years 
and brought much relief 
and benefit to the com- 
mom man. 

They still had a long 
way to go before they 
could reach their final 
goal of establishing a 
Communist government 
in this country. More 
dedication on the part of 
party members would 
help to expedite their 
forward march. 

MP for Kalawana, 
Sarath Muttetuwegama, 
Messrs. M. G. Mendis 
and A. Waidyalingam 
also spoke. 
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SRI LANKA 


BRIEFS 


CENSORSHIP IMPOSED--The Sri Lankan Government today used its emergency powers 
to impose censorship on news after student unrest forced the closure of (7a) 
university. The Information Department in Colombo said all news stories 
dealing universities [as heard], polytechnic, and other post secondary 
educational institutions would be censored including those by foreign corres- 
pondents. [Text] [BK181609 Delhi Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 

18 Jul 83] 
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